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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

From August 8 to 12, 2007, our Federation held a conference in Sofia, Bulgaria. The conference was organized by the Bulgarian Women’s/Gender History group, in cooperation with the Bulgarian Association of University Women and the Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciencesof the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. The conference took place under the auspices of Bulgaria’s First Lady, the historian Dr. Zorka Parfanova, and focused on the theme of “Women, Gender, and the Cultural Production of Knowledge.” The conference attracted about 200 participants - women and men - from over 35 countries throughout the world, including Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Bangladesh, India, Israel, Portugal, Austria, Germany, France, Belgium, Finland, Sweden, the Netherlands, Australia, Hungary, Serbia, Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Italy, Albania, Turkey, Romania, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Iceland, Russia, Ukraine, Canada, UK - including Northern Ireland, the USA and Bulgaria.

Several themes ran through the conference. “Women, Orality, and Memory”, ”Women in Traditional Societies”, “Writing Gendered Histories”, “Cultural Significations: Women Represented”, “Women’s Movements and Feminisms”, “Cultural Production: Women Writers”, “Women in Professions”, “Masculiniities and Femininities throughout Time and Space”. Other sessions were dedicated to topics such as “Gender in Books, Art and Music,” “Museum and Performativity of History,” “Women in Art” – both as images and agents. Among the major events of the conference were the four sessions – which drew 

large audiences on August 10 – about  the theme 

of “Gender Equity in Secondary and Higher/University Education in Central and Eastern Europe and the Situation of Women in Academia.” These sessions were organized by the Bulgarian Association of University Women with the participation of university women and representatives of university women’s organizations from Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe. Linking civil society actors with 

colleagues from the academic institutions proved to be a fruitful event towards developing an “academic citizenship” - i.e. a gender sensitive attitute towards the problems of both women and men in the institutions of higher/University education in the region - which can help in the process of institutionalization of women’s/gender history in Eastern Europe. Morever, we held a Board meeting on August 9 and a Business Meeting on August 10.

The cultural program of Sofia conference included a visit to the National Historical Museum, several film screenings, a book launch, official dinners for the participants, informal friendship gatherings, etc. There were also several post-conference tours and I hope that people who attended them keep a nice memory of our sunny southern culture. 

At the Federation’s website (www.ifrwh.com) you will find the texts of the invited speakers and lots of images from the Sofia conference. Enjoy!

In September, together with Prof. Avital Bloch from Mexico, I participated in the General Assembly of the International Committee of Historical Sciences (ICHS/CISH) in Beijing. The meeting, hosted by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,(CASS) was organized by the ICHS Secretary General - Prof. Jean-Claude Robert from Universite du Quebec a Montreal, Canada. On September 16, 2007 our Chinese colleagues - in order to give the participants in the ICHS meeting some idea about the recent developments in Chinese history - held a one-day conference entitled “The Present and Future of Chinese Historiography”. The first day of the Beijing meeting ended with a reception dinner at the “Ancient Observatory” hosted by Mr. Leng Rong, Executive Vice-President of CASS. The ICHS General Assembly was held on September 17th and 18th and its agenda included opening remarks by the President Jose Luis Peset; the Secretary General’s Report on ICHS 2005-2007; Treasurer’s Report; Report on the preparation of the Amsterdam Congress by Prof. Hans Blom, President of the Netherlands Organizing Committee; Admission of New ICHS members; Relations between ICHS and UNESCO; Report of the two subcommittees (re General Assembly in Sydney); Appointment of the Nominating Committee and the most important issue for the Beijing General Assembly – the Structure of the Amsterdam Congress in 2010 and approval of the proposed themes by the General Assembly.

As most of you will perhaps remember, last year the CISH asked affiliated organizations to submit proposals for themes for the 2010 Congress. We have submitted a long list with proposals for all the different categories. However, in the preliminary program proposed by the CISH board before Beijing, very little of women’s and gender history was included. During the Sofia Business meeting of the IFRWH Dr. Karen Offen suggested that the IFRWH take action regarding the Beijing meeting in order to influence the Amsterdam program. Following Karen’s advise and supported by Vice President Prof. Francisca de Haan and board member Prof. Avital Bloch, I managed to send messages to about 20 National Committees and Organizations Affiliated to the ICHS, asking them to support more panels on women’s/gender history. To give them a sense of our activities, I also sent them our two last Newsletters. In this action we were very much supported by the Dutch National Committee and especially by Dr. Lex Heerma van Voss, from the Dutch Historical Association responsible for the organization of the 2010 Congress in Amsterdam. In the end, our actions and activities, and the support of more than 15 National Committees (among them those of the USA, Canada, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Japan, Poland, Ireland, Finland, Israel) and Affiliated Ogranizations (International Committee for History of Demography, the International Institute of Social History in Amsterdam) notwithstanding, after heated discussions and a vote, the General Assembly did not include more major or specialized themes, nor round tables or joint sessions suggested by the IFRWH.

However, we still have possibilities to influence the content of the Amsterdam congress by suggesting gender-sensitive organizers and discussants for the major themes, specialized themes, round tables and joint sessions and by encouraging women’s and gender historians to submit papers for the congress. We will need your suggestions for organizers/discussants by January 10, 2008. After that the Board members of the Federation will send the list with our candidates to the Board of ICHS (their deadline is January 31, 2008). To see the Official List of Themes for the Amsterdam Congress, please, visist http://www.cish.org/GB/Projets/Proj2010.htm. There you can find also the guidelines for selecting organizers, discussants and contributors. These are included at the end of the newsletter.

Thanks again to all those who made the 2007 Sofia Conference into such a success. I wish you all the best for your important work, and a peaceful and successful 2008. 
Krassimira Daskalova


Conference Report: Women, Gender, and the Cultural Production of Knowledge 

8-12 August 2007 University of Sofia “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Sofia, Bulgaria from Karen Offen.
The International Federation for Research in Women’s History / Fédération International pour la Recherche en Histoire des Femmes held its 2007 conference in Sofia, Bulgaria, 8-12 August 2007.  Organized by IFRWH/FIRHF president Professor Krassimira Daskalova and held at Sofia University under the auspices of the First Lady, Dr. Prof. Zorka Parvanova, the conference focused on the theme “Women, Gender, and the Cultural Production of Knowledge.”  Pleasant weather, the wonderful, green surroundings, and the stellar historic buildings of Sofia, assured us of an excellent week.

The conference attracted nearly 200 attendees, both women and men, with participants from over 45 countries throughout the world, including Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Colombia, Bangladesh, India, Portugal, Austria, France, Belgium, Hungary, Serbia, Croatia, Greece, Latvia, Sweden, Iceland, Russia, Canada, UK (including Northern Ireland, and the USA), and Tajikistan.  A number of participants and attendees came from countries in the region, not only Bulgaria, but also Romania, Ukraine, Greece, and Turkey.

Following greetings from University authorities, the opening session featured a panel presentation dedicated to the twentieth anniversary of IFRWH.  Prof. emerita Ida Blom (University of Bergen) the first president of the organization spoke from a video about the early years.  Her presentation was followed by Dr. Karen Offen (Stanford University) a co-organizer and first secretary-treasurer of IFRWH, who spoke about the prehistory of IFRWH, beginning in 1975 through the Bellagio conference in 1989 and the first publications, and Prof. Mary O’Dowd (Queen’s University, Belfast), who reflected on developments during her presidency from 2000 to 2005.

Invited plenary speakers included Prof. Mineke Schipper (University of Leiden) who discussed her findings about women in proverbs worldwide, Dr. Karen Offen (Stanford University), who spoke about the development 
of IFRWH in the context of earlier international women’s organizing efforts, and Prof. Mihaela Miroiu (National School for Political Science, Bucharest, Romania) whose topic was “Priceless Women, a Timeless Story.”

Several themes ran through the conference.  1)“Women, Orality, and Memory” (2 sessions); 2) ”Women in Traditional Societies” (2 sessions); 3) “Writing Gendered Histories” (2 sessions); 4) “Cultural Significations: Women Represented” (2 sessions); 5) “Women’s Movements and Feminisms” (3 sessions); 6) “Cultural Production: Women Writers” (2 sessions); 7) “Women in Professions,” (2 sessions); and 8) “Masculinities and Femininities throughout Time and Space” (2 sessions).  Other sessions examined topics such as “Gender in Books, Art and Music,” “Museum and Performativity of History,” and “Women in Art” as images and agents.

Four sessions focused on the theme of “Gender Equity in Secondary and Higher/University Education in Central and Eastern Europe and the Situation of Women in Academia,” with the cooperation of university women’s organizations in South-Eastern Europe.  The first session included presentation of a short documentary film, “The Mind Has No Sex,” directed by Marian Tjaden.

A session devoted to five papers discussing the “Reception of John Stuart Mill’s Ideas in South Eastern Europe and Scandinavia” drew a very large crowd on the final day of a most stimulating conference.  Five paper-givers astutely examined the impact of Mill’s ideas on liberalism and especially his work on “The Subjection of Women” (1869) in Romania, Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Finland.

Historical films (as well as power-point presentations) added a welcome visual element to the program.  Two Israeli colleagues presented a moving film on the life of Irma Lindheim (an affluent New Yorker who immigrated to Israel and settled on a kibbutz), and Elena Panayotova presented her documentary about Zheni [Jenny] Bozhilova-Pateva, an activist in the early twentieth century Bulgarian women’s movement.  Participants also viewed the American HBO film, “Iron-Jawed Angels (directed by Katja von Garnier, winner Golden Globe Award, 2005)” about Alice Paul and the final dramatic thrust during World War I for a federal constitutional amendment to ensure women’s vote in the United States.  Participants also celebrated the launch of the Bulgarian translation of Scott Macfie’s book, With Gypsies in Bulgaria, published by the Sofia University Press.

The organizers planned two social evenings, with trips to the National Historical Museum and a viewing of the extraordinary Thracian treasures, followed by a lovely reception next door at the Boyana Government Residence (the former Bulgarian Communist Party retreat and conference center) at the foot of the impressive and densely forested mountains south of Sofia. On the final evening, a second trip took all of us to the celebrated “Vodenitsata,” a restaurant and folkloric center on the mountain, where participants at first watched and then took part in Bulgarian folk dancing, followed by a chance to step outside to view 

the amazing “fire dance,” where a woman walks on hot coals with bare feet.   In addition to a superbly stimulating intellectual experience, many women’s and gender historians made new friends from all over the world at this conference.  

The complete conference program, abstracts of papers, photos from the conference, and further information about IFRWH can be consulted on the organization’s websites www.ifrwh-bulgaria2007.org and www.ifrwh.com .  

The next conference of the International Federation will be held in Amsterdam in 2010, in conjunction with the International Congress on the Historical Sciences.  IFRWH/FIRHF is an affiliated external organization of the ICHS/CISH, with voting rights and opportunity to influence the bigger ICHS program.  Chairing the IFRWH program committee for 2010 will be Francisca de Haan (Central European University, Budapest).  The call for papers will be forthcoming in 2008.  For further information, please contact: dehaanf@ceu.hu
Submitted by Karen Offen

17 September 2007

Report on the IFRWH conference in Sofia (August 2007) 
This rule has been proved at the jubilee conference “Women, Gender and the Cultural Production of Knowledge” held in Sofia on August 8-11 2007. The conference organizers emphasized their interdisciplinary approach and called for contributions focused on historical aspects of production, signification and reception of culture from a gender perspective. As a result, sessions and papers presented at the forum cover a wide array of topics and cross-disciplinary methodologies which constitute the realm of cultural history; and contributors cited a range of fascinating source material to illustrate the diverse issues dealt with, from personal, intimate problems of sex and marriage to ones of broader philosophical or political enquiry; from those of cultural construction of gender at different times and places to ones concerning personal experiences and memories of women in the past and present.

As we all expected, the conference opened with a panel devoted to the 20th anniversary of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History. In their addresses, former key officers of the IFRWH, Ida Blom (regrettably, she couldn’t come to Sofia), Karen Offen, and Mary O’Dowd, defined the stages of its formation lively recollecting the most exciting pages in the history of this intercontinental partnership. And if the proclaimed aim of the IFRWH is ‘to encourage and coordinate research in all aspects of women's history at the international level, by promoting exchange of information and publication and by arranging and assisting in arranging large-scale international conferences as well as more restricted and specialized meetings’ (as it is stated on the website), then we should say the mission is carried out effectively: thirty national committees have been represented in Sofia, and 165 conference participants came from 45 countries all over the globe.

Most of the papers I heard during the conference reflected high quality research and provoked lively discussions in auditoriums. My choice of panels to attend was determined by my particular interest in problems of national culture and constructing of gender order in a particular national context. That is why I was fascinated by presentations given at the panel entitled “Gender and nation, ‘national’ women”. All the papers (delivered by Maryann Valiulis and Mary Muldowney from Ireland, Myoung-A Kwon from South Korea and Zornitsa D .  Keremidchieva from the States) implied the idea of gendered national identity, which is constructed around the notion of “perfect femininity” as a marker of national purity. Such established historian as June Purvis gave her excellent paper “Memory and Myth Making in Writing British Suffrage History: cultural representations of Christabel Pankhurst, suffragette leader in Edwardian Britain” at another panel devoted to women’s movements and feminisms. She thoroughly explored the ways in which the character of her heroine was defined and reinterpreted through consideration of historical texts that offer different readings of the suffragette leader’s actions, including campaigners’ own accounts of the events and various interpretations from later histories of the suffrage movement.

Wonderful examples of cultural studies were offered at the panel “Cultural constructions of gender” (where I happened to be the chair) with Ann McKernan (USA) highlighting gender symbolism in Irish political satire Baratariana, Despoina Kaklamanidou (Greece) examining the role of woman in Hollywood screwball comedies of the 1930s and 1940s, and Kornelia Slavova (Bulgaria) focusing on the impact of global media on women’s identities in post-communist Bulgaria. Interestingly enough, providing all those papers dealt with completely different national contexts, cultural spaces and even times, in the discussion occurred after the presentations, the panel participants emphasized that existing notions of “masculinity” and “femininity” are articulated sometimes in the same ways as it was decades and centuries ago. And, finally, the panel on reception of John Stuart Mill’s ideas in Europe deserved to be mentioned, of course, as it may serve as a beginning of a new collaborative project. The contributors to the panel (Maria Bucur from USA, Eleni Fournaraki from Greece, Ivana Pantelic from Serbia, Krassimira Daskalova from Bulgaria and Kirsi Warpula from Finland) developed that rather narrow specified topic from different points of departure and showed national specificity in the usage of liberal ideas.

Through the conference, there was one topic debated at several panel discussions, - “Gender equity in secondary and higher/university education in Central and Eastern Europe and the situation of women in the academia”. It seems the theme chosen for that round table is truly relevant and sensitive taking into account the Central and East European background where sphere of education is highly feminized. In fact, all panelists talked about university women only and pointed at difficulties in their career development, relatively low status and earnings. It was declared there that East European women should cooperate more closely with the European Platform of Women Scientists (founded in Brussels in 2005) in their efforts to make the voice of women in the academy heard.

In closing words, I can’t help noting that Krassimira Daskalova and her Bulgarian colleagues have done really good job! They managed to attract enormous resources, both financial and human, and create actually friendly, warm atmosphere for the conference participants. As a representative of Russia, I must say that our small group could have come to Sofia mainly due to support from our Bulgarian colleagues. We all would also like to thank the American Assosiation for Women in Slavic Studies for helping us to cover the registration fees. Our comfortable accommodation, renovating city, luxury University building where the conference took place, impressive receptions and closing dinner in Vodenitsata as well as productive and lively dialog with colleagues– all that made the trip to Bulgaria unforgettable.

Natalia Novikova History, Yaroslavl State Pedagogical University (Russia).
Report on the IFRWH conference in Sofia (August 2007) 
It only took a cursory glance at the preliminary programme of the conference to see that the title of the 2007 conference had attracted scholars from an extraordinary range of  disciplines and countries. Particularly for those of us interested in comparative work, the Sofia conference was unique in bringing together relatively even numbers of scholars from regions of the world generally under-represented in European women’s history conferences: Latin and South America, Eastern and South Eastern Asia, the Middle East, as well as Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe.

As a result of this participant diversity, panels and papers reflected a fascinating array of approaches to crucial questions regarding the way in which processes of cultural and knowledge production are intertwined in specific time- and space-bound contexts, and the implications for gender relations. Highlights included the 2-part Panel on “Masculinities and Femininities throughout Time and Space”, during which listeners could enjoy presentations that dealt with well-worn themes (such as state/nation-building and gender identity) in an innovative way - focussing on the still highly under-researched and undertheorised relation between state building, masculinity and cultural/knowledge production.

Other highlights included the keynote and plenary speakers. Unfortunately I was unable to attend the opening keynote session marking 20 years of the IFRWH, held in the elegant venue of Sofia University’s Rektorata (in the Aula Hall). However, the moving accounts of distinguished speakers Ida Blom (who could not be present in the end) and Karen Offen, on how and why the IFRWH came into being 20 years ago, are happily available on the IFRWH website. Mineke Schipper spoke at the first plenary session on her interesting penchant for collecting proverbs from around the world, and about the book that came out of this ‘hobby’: Never Marry a Woman with Big Feet. Wisdom about Women from Around the World. A delightful speaker, I thought Schipper gave us an elegant elaboration of the universal themes underpinning many proverbs from different contexts: a sobering reminder of the pervasiveness of gender difference as a social organising principle. This ‘simple’ point is one that is still not made strongly enough outside of gender studies, and which one never gets from casually browsing the various syllabi of ‘non-gender’ history courses across the world. 

I didn’t make it to the second and third plenary sessions, but the final plenary speaker was breathtaking. Maria Bucur did absolute justice to Mihaela Miroiu when she described her as the most important public spokesperson in Romania on gender issues, but even so I think the audience were unprepared for the eloquence, depth, gravity, and sincerity of this speech, which pointed to the alarmingly minimal impact that feminist activism for sexual equality and equity has had in the last century on shaping the ‘public’ policies and priorities of modern states – ‘East’, ‘West’, ‘communist’ and ‘post communist’. I was forced to consider how celebratory the tone of much feminist writing is: the “how far we have come, but how far there still is to go” sort of thing… Miroiu provided a refreshing, if shocking alternative to the conventional upbeat end of a conference. And I must say, I prefer her approach since her words are still ringing in my ears…

I don’t want to keep blandly singing the praises of the Sofia conference, but I would not be doing justice to the superb organisation of this event if I did not put in a few words about hospitality and the warm welcome we received in Sofia from the organisers. On our first evening, after we had been given a whirlwind tour of the National History Museum after normal closing hours, delicious food and wine was served to us at the splendid Boyana residence – where the National History Museum is housed. At the museum we were treated to exquisite silver and gold treasures and archeological remains dating from the early bronze ages, as well as Bulgarian Christian artworks and other rare antiques. 

During the conference, some major roadworks were taking place in the centre of Sofia, making the usual bus route into town from the various hotels and accommodation impossible. Nevertheless, every effort was made by the organisers to ensure that their guests were notified with the necessary maps and instructions of how to get to the conference. This is just one example of how the organisers went out of their way to make sure that every one was catered for and felt comfortable. Throughout the conference, the organisers (and their younger helpers) behaved like a real team: polite, helpful, cooperative and friendly. Somehow this spirit of teamwork seeped through the airwaves and entered the blood of all on the last night – when we were treated to traditional Bulgarian food, wine, music and dance at the famous Vodenitsata restaurant, located “off the beaten track” at the foothills of Vitosha mountain. The atmosphere was high spirited, the food and wine excellent, the talk free and flowing, and the company exhilarated and relaxed after a great conference. 

Congratulations are in order all round for a job very well done!

Anna Loutfi, Central European University, Budapest

           
                 

                AUSTRALIA
NEWS AND NOTES

Events

Making Feminist Histories of the Seventies: An Australian Feminist

Studies Symposium

This highly successful symposium, hosted by Macquarie University’s Centre for Cultural History in association with the Centre for Media

History in the Division of Humanities, was held on Friday 26th October 2007. Exploring recent feminist histories of the seventies, from popular

feminism to activism and cultural production, the symposium opened with a fascinating conversation between film-maker Kathy Drayton and Dr Maree Delofski about Kathy’s beautiful documentary Girl in A Mirror, which centres around seventies photographer Carol Jerrems. Speakers Megan le Masurier, Ann Vickery, Michelle Arrow and Johanna Perheentupa delivered engaging papers on subjects as diverse as Indigenous women’s activism, women’s poetry, Helen Reddy’s song ‘I Am Woman’, and the iconic seventies magazine Cleo. Feminist icon Helen Reddy launched the Seventies issue of Australian Feminist Studies, vol. 22 (53) edited by Michelle Arrow, Mary Spongberg and Nicole Moore.

Feminism in the Academy: Mainstreamed or Muzzled?

This well-attended and lively symposium was held at the University of Melbourne on 21st November 2007 and was convened by Maree Pardy (Gender Studies, Melbourne), Zora Simic (School of Historical Studies, Melbourne) and Ann Genovese (Law School, Melbourne). The international guest was Bev Skeggs (Goldsmiths, London). Speakers included Mary Spongberg (editor AFS), Barbara Baird (Flinders) and Margaret Thornton (ANU). Three panels addressed feminism in the disciplines, feminist research and feminism in the institution. The day concluded with a keynote from Bev Skeggs, and responses from Jane Maree Maher (Director, Women's Studies and Gender Research, Monash 
University) and Maila Stivens (Founding Director, Gender Studies, Melbourne). Inevitably the answer to the 'mainstreamed or muzzled' question was 'a bit of both' - with recourse to other 'M' words including 'miscast', 'marginalised' and 'maligned'. As to the feminists in the room, the convenors would describe them as 'marvellous'. Topics discussed included the feminisation of the lower ranks of the profession, how to strategise effectively in preparation for the new Research Quality Framework, and the importance of mentoring and collaboration. A selection of papers will appear in a forthcoming issue of the international journal Feminist Review.
Mi

CONFERENCES

Victorian Women's Suffrage and Political Citizenship Conference 5-6th December, University of Melbourne commemorated the centenary of the enfranchising of Victorian women. This was the last Australian state to enfranchise women, although Indigenous women gained the vote much later. Speakers were Marilyn Lake ‘The White Australia Policy Gone Mad’: Feminism’s Shifting Attitudes to Race, Clare Wright, ‘Golden Opportunities: The Early Origins of Women’s Suffrage in Victoria’, John McCulloch ‘Evicted from the Closet: Why Queensland Suffragists Beat Victoria to the Vote’, Joy Damousi, ‘An easy delivery of speech, charming voice and absence of anything masculine’:Vida Goldstein, Women’s Public Speech, Suffrage and Australian Femininity’, Marian Quartly and Judith Smart, ‘The National Council of Women and Political Citizenship 1904–14’, Ellen Warne ‘Advertising the work:
Putting Modern Media Publicity to Work in Women’s Suffrage Campaigns’, The Hon. Judy Maddigan MLA, ‘The Parliamentary Debates on Women’s Suffrage in Victoria 1864–1908’, Deborah Towns ‘Miss Clara Weekes: A “born teacher”, Suffragist and Equal Pay Campaigner’ Rosemary Francis ‘Exercising Political Citizenship: Muriel Heagney and the Australian Labor Party’, Deborah Jordan, ‘Politics and Text: Generations of Feminisms: Ina Higgins, Nettie Palmer and Aileen Palmer’, Shurlee Swain, ‘The supervision of homes and food and care for babies is woman’s work, and cannot be rightly done by men’: Victorian Women’s Organisations and the Introduction of Female Child Welfare Inspectors, 1890–1915, Renate Howe, ‘Agents of Change: Women’s Social Reform Networks in Melbourne; 1900–1940’, Patricia Grimshaw, ‘Reflections on the Women’s Vote and Australian Democracy: The Victorian Adult Suffrage Act, 1908’, Janet Powell, ‘Electing Women: The Democrats and the Australian Greens—Why is it so?’, Madeline Grey ‘Four Decades of Struggle for Women’s Political Citizenship in Victoria: 1972–2007’. 

GRANTS  
Angela Woollacott, of the Department of Modern History at Macquarie University, has obtained an ARC Discovery grant for 2008-2010 for her project on 'Settler Society in the Australian Colonies: The Political and Cultural Changes of the 1830s-1860s in Imperial Context'.

PUBLICATIONS
Rebecca Jennings, (2007) Tomboys and Bachelor Girls: Narrating the Lesbian in Post-war Britain (Manchester: Manchester University Press)

Alison Mackinnon, (2007) "But I'm so embarrassed, I said, if it's another baby!': Schooling, girls and fertility decline in South Australia' in Angelique Janssens (ed) Gendering the Fertility Decline in the Western World (Bern, Peter Lang)
Alison Mackinnon, (2007) 'River memory: narratives of generation, hope and amnesia' in
Potter, Mackinnon, McKenzie and McKay (eds) Fresh Water: new perspectives on water in Australia, (Melbourne, MUP).

Julia Pitman, (2007) ‘The Green and Gold Cookery Book: Women, faith, fetes, food and popular culture’ Journal of the Historical Society of South Australia 
Susan Magarey, (2007) Roma the First: A Biography of Dame Roma Mitchell 1913-2000 (Kent Town: Wakefield Press) 465pp. With Kerrie Round.

Susan Magarey (February 2007) 'What is Happening to Women's History at the Beginning of the Third Millenium?', Women's History Review, Vol.16, no.1, pp.1-18. 

Susan Magarey, (July 2007) 'Dreams and Desires: four 1970s Feminist Visions of Utopia', Australian Feminist Studies, Vol.22, no.53, pp.325-341.

Susan Magarey (2007) 'Catherine Helen Spence (1825-1910)', in J.E. King (ed.), A Biographical Dictionary of Australian and New Zealand Economists (Edward Elgar),Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, MA, USA, pp.264-6.

Susan Magarey (2007) 'Dame Roma Mitchell's Unmentionables: Sex, Politics and Religion', Fourth History Council of South Australia Lecture, forthcoming in History Australia 2008.

Margaret Allen, ‘Betraying the White Nation: The Case of Lillie Khan’ in Athanor: Semiotica, Filosofia, Arte, Letteratura, special issue Susan Petrilli (ed)  White Matters/Il Bianco al Centro della Questione 17(10). Pp. 346-353.

Patricia Grimshaw and Barbara Brookes, (2007) ‘Maori and Aboriginal Women’s Activism in a Decade of Assimilation: New Zealand and Victoria Australia in the 1950s’ In Margaret Allen and R. K. Dhawan (eds) Intersections: Gender, Race and Ethnicity in Australasian Studies Delhi, Prestige, pp. 10-22.

Victoria Haskins, ‘Dancing in the Dust: A Gendered history of Indigenising Australian Cultural Identity’ in Allen and Dhawan (eds) pp. 55-75.
Kay Saunders and Julie Ustinoff, ‘Secret Men’s Business: The Power and Influence behind the Miss Australia Quest, 1926-1964’ in Allen and Dhawan (eds) pp.76-92. 

In Australian Feminist Studies vol 22 (52) March 2007, there were a set of essays in honour of the work of Professor Patricia Grimshaw, former president of the IFRWH. These included  Julie Evans, ‘Teacher, Scholar, Collegaue, Friend’ pp. 37-42, Shurlee Swain, ‘Writing the History of Women and Welfare’ pp. 43-47, Ian Tyrrell, ‘Comparative and Transnational History’, pp. 49-54. 

GROPUS AND SOCIETIES 
The Sydney Feminist History Group, which holds meetings on the first Thursday of the month during the academic year, had its second

successful year with speakers including Lisa Featherstone (Macquarie University), Jane Schultz (Indiana University-Purdue), Frances Clarke (Sydney University), Mina Roces (UNSW), Penny Russell (Sydney University), and Mary Spongberg (Macquarie University). For further information contact 
penny.russell@usyd.edu.au angela.woollacott@humn.mq.edu.au
Compiled by Penny Russell and Margaret Allen
AUSTRIA

NEWS & NOTES
Andrea Griesebner from the Department of History at the University of Vienna and member of the Arbeitskreis Geschlechtergeschichte der Frühen Neuzeit has announced that the website of the group has transferred to <http://www.uni-flensburg.de/akhfg/FNZ/akgg_fnz.html>, The next conference of the Arbeitskreis Geschlechtergeschichte der Frühen Neuzeit just took place in Stuttgart-Hohenheim November 8-10, 2007. See the group’s website for the program.

Iskra Schwarcz from the Department of East European History at the University of Vienna is heading a project funded by the Austrian National Bank on Equality between women and men in the enlarged European Union. Co-workers are Verena Kaselitz and Petra Ziegler. The project organized a conference on “Equality in the enlarged European Union” together with the Institute Social Change in Vienna, April 20- 21 2007, with participants from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Slovenia, and Austria (http://www.univie.ac.at/iog/Gleichstellungskonferenz_engl.pdf).

Annemarie Steidl from the Department of Economic and Social History at the University of Vienna is participating in an interdisciplinary research group on Gender Ratios and Global Migration, led by historian Donna Gabaccia, head of the Immigration History Research Center 
at the University of Minnesota. Given that explaining variations and changes in gender ratios is an unmet challenge of the transnational, interdisciplinary field of migration studies, the 
group proposes to tackle the task of adequately mapping and explaining variations in gender ratios among the mobile, across a century of time and across spaces that encompass the major regions of the world.
UP CONFERENCES & RESEARCH PROJECTS  

Sandra Eder completed her project The Persistence of Gender. Geschlecht und Sexualität in den bio-medizinischen Sexualwissenschaften der 1950er bis 1970er Jahre, which was funded by the International fForte-Fellowship (in cooperation with Johns Hopkins University) in March 2007. 

Andrea Griesebner is currently supervising a project by Gudrun Ankele, Monika Ankele and Astrid Peterle on Viel versucht, nichts erreicht? Körper und Sprache als Medium der Subversion. Eine Genealogie feministischer Interventionen im 20. Jahrhundert.
Nikola Langreiter, Margareth Lanzinger, and Edith Saurer from the Department of History at the University of Vienna are organizing the 2nd Workshop of the ASO Project “Women and Minority Documentation and Digital Presentation – from Fragmented Data to Integration in the Information Society” on Women’s Archives – Realities, Desires, Reflexions in Vienna, November 30–December 1, 2007. 

The workshop Utopia, Human Rights and Gender in 20th Century Europe, planned by Carola Sachse (Dept. of Contemporary History, University of Vienna) and Atina Grossman (Cooper Union, New York) and organized by Silvia Ruschak and Sabina Jansa, will take place December 13 - December 16, 2007 at the Sigmund Freud Museum in Vienna. The workshop will be opened by two public lectures on Dec. 13th, by Mary Nolan (New York University) on “Gendered Utopian Visions in a Post Utopian Era: Human Rights, Americanism, Market Fundamentalism” and Cornelia Klinger (IWM, Vienna) on “Von Utopien und anderen (Alb)Träumen”. International scholars will then discuss pre-circulated papers in thematic panels focusing on the tensions and contradictions between models for social utopias and concepts of individual human rights, between visions of utopia and gender equality, and between individual and collective rights and obligations.

PUBLICATIONS
Collective Volumes

Julia Hörmann-Thurn und Taxis ed, “Margarete ‘Maultasch.’ Zur Lebenswelt einer Landesfürstin und anderer Tiroler Frauen des Mittelalters (= Schlern Schriften 339). Innsbruck: Universitätsverlag Wagner 2007

Margareth Lanzinger, Edith Saurer eds., Politiken der Verwandtschaft. Beziehungsnetze, Geschlecht und Recht. Göttingen: Vienna University Press bei V&R unipress 2007

Margareth Lanzinger, Raffaella Sarti (eds.), Nubili e celibi tra scelta e costrizione (secoli XVI-XIX). Udine: Forum (forthcoming 2007)

Articles

Christina Antenhofer, “‘Mugen eur lieb hinfur als ain ersten mit eurm gemahell in guter vernuftiger und rusamer lieb sten’. Rollenerwartungen und Konflikte am Beispiel der Ehe von Paula de Gonzaga und Leonhard von Görz”, in: Robert Rebitsch, Elena Taddei eds., Politik – Konflikt-- Gewalt (= Innsbrucker Historische Studien 25). Innsbruck 2007,  13-33

Birgitta Bader-Zaar, “‘With Banners Flying’: A Comparative View of Women's Suffrage Demonstrations 1906-1914”, in: Matthias Reiss ed., The Street as Stage. Protest Marches and Public Rallies since the Nineteenth Century. Oxford/New York 2007, 105-124

Elisabeth Dietrich-Daum: “‘[...] denn ich leide wahrlich unter einem schweren Drucke […]’. Menschen in ‘totalen Institutionen’ – das Beispiel eines Tiroler Frauenklosters im 19. Jahrhundert”, in: Robert Rebitsch/Elena Taddei eds., Politik – Konflikt – Gewalt (= Innsbrucker Historische Studien 25). Innsbruck 2007, 101-121

Johanna Gehmacher, “Frauen, Männer, Untergänge. Geschlechterbilder und Gedächtnispolitiken in Darstellungen zum Ende des ‘Dritten Reiches’”, in: Johanna Gehmacher, Gabriella Hauch eds., Frauen- und Geschlechtergeschichte des Nationalsozialismus. Fragestellungen, Perspektiven, neue Forschungen. Innsbruck: Studienverlag 2007, 240-256

Andrea Griesebner, Maria Czwik, Susanne Hehenberger, Katharina Krovat, Evelyne Luef, Eugen Pfister, Petra Pribitzer, “Ehre – Emotionen – Eigentum. Häusliche Gewalt, Wirtshaushändel und Holzdiebstähle in Perchtoldsdorf (18. Jahrhundert)”, in: Frühneuzeit-Info 18/1+2 (2007) 62-90

Julia Hörmann-Thurn und Taxis, “Margarete Gräfin von Tirol”, in: Tiroler Chronist 106 (August 2007) 7–9

Julia Hörmann-Thurn und Taxis, “Margarete ‘Maultasch.’  und ihre Familie. Einblicke in den Alltag der Tiroler Landesfürstin”, in: Julia Hörmann-Thurn und Taxis ed, “Margarete ‘Maultasch.’ Zur Lebenswelt einer Landesfürstin und anderer Tiroler Frauen des Mittelalters (= Schlern Schriften 339). Innsbruck 2007

Margareth Lanzinger, “Umkämpft, verhandelt und vermittelt. Verwandtenehen in der katholischen Ehedispenspraxis des 19. Jahrhunderts”, in: Margareth Lanzinger, Edith Saurer eds., Politiken der Verwandtschaft. Beziehungsnetze, Geschlecht und Recht. Göttingen 2007, 273-296

Margareth Lanzinger, “Tanten, Schwägerinnen und Nichten. Beziehungsgefüge, Vermögenskonflikte und ›Reparaturehen‹ oder: Linie und Paar in Konkurrenz”, in: WerkstattGeschichte 10, 46 (2007), 40-53

Brigitte Rath, “Frauen - Geschichte - Ebensee. Von der HER-Story zur Geschlechtergeschichte”, in: Frauenforum Salzkammergut ed., Frauen - Geschichte – Ebensee, Ebensee 2007, 3-24

Birgit Riedler-Engl, frauensichtbarmachen. 13 Frauenportäts, in: Frauenforum Salzkammergut ed., Frauen - Geschichte – Ebensee, Ebensee 2007, 25-56

Edith Saurer, “Formen der Verwandtschaft und Liebe – Traditionen und Brüche. Venetien und Niederösterreich im frühen 19. Jahrhundert”,  in: Margareth Lanzinger, Edith Saurer eds., Politiken der Verwandtschaft. Beziehungsnetze, Geschlecht und Recht, Göttingen 2007, 255-272

Films
Angelika Gruber, Margarete. Die letzte Gräfin von Tirol. With: Julia Hörmann-Thurn und Taxis, Siegfried de Rachewiltz, Wilhelm Baum et al.
MA – Theses and Dissertations
University of Innsbruck:

Marina Hilber, “The Innsbruck maternity and foundling hospital. Sociopolitical dimensions of a medical institution (1818-1924)” (forthcoming) (supervised by Gunda Barth-Scalmani)

University of Vienna:

Anna Masoner, “Fotografieren. Vermessen. Klassifizieren. Identifizierung von Personen im 19. Jahrhundert” (2007) (supervised Andrea Griesebner)

Petra Pribitzer, Evelyne Luef, “‘und sollen die eheleith friedlich und einig miteinander leben…’ Häusliche Gewalt in niedergerichtlichen Quellen des 18. Jahrhunderts” (2007) (supervised Andrea Griesebner)

Compiled by Birgitta Bader-Zaar and Gunda Barth-Scalmani


BANGLADESH

NEWS
First of all we congratulate the organizers of the international meet held in Sofia on their huge success. On behalf of the Bangladesh Chapter, our President, Professor Shirin Akhter attended the conference and on returning, she spoke highly of the well organized sessions and expressed deep satisfaction about overall management of such a large gathering. 

The Bangladesh Chapter, meanwhile, is continually striving to bring Women’s History to the attention of mainstream academia. In July the Chapter initiated the Sufia Kamal Lecture Series which aims to invite scholars within the country and from abroad to give talks on different aspects of Women’s History. Poet and litterateur Sufia Kamal, after whom the Lecture Series is named, was one of the earliest feminist activitists and social workers of this country. The first lecture of the series was delivered by Dr. Radharani Chakravarty, Reader, Department of English, Gargi College, University of Delhi. The title of Dr. Chakravarty’s presentation was titled ‘Other Histories: Gender and Politics in the Fiction of Mahasweta Devi’. The talk was delivered on July 1, 2007 at the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh. The Asiatic Society of Bangladesh is the premium research organization of Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh Chapter, IFRWH is happy to announce that two of its young and promising members have completed their Ph.D. dissertations from two very reputable universities. Paprin Nahar has earned her doctoral degree from the University of Amsterdam for her dissertation titled, ‘Childless in Bangladesh: Experiences of Rural and Urban Women’. Eshani Chakravarty has received her doctoral degree from Monash University, Australia and the title of her thesis is, ‘Reinterpreting Resistance: Women in the Chittagong Hill Tract Struggle, Bangladesh’. The return home of these two bright young scholars from their respective  universities will definite rejuvenate the work of IFRWH. In the meantime, one of our very prominent members, Dr. Perween Hassan, Professor of Islamic History and Culture, University of Dhaka, has published her Ph.D. thesis which was submitted at Harvard University. The book is on the Sultans and Mosques of medieval Bengal. Most recently she has been to the University of Syracuse, New York, to present a paper on ‘Feminism, Sexuality and the Return of Religion’. 

Professor Sonia Amin, General Secretary of IFRWH, Bangladesh has been very productive this year. She has completed her post-graduate research on Annette Akroyd, one of the pioneers of women’s education in colonial Bengal. It is awaiting publication from India. She has submitted an entry on Rokeya Sakhawat Hossein, the first feminist of Bengal, in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. Dr. Amin has also written the article on Rokeya Sakhawat in the forthcoming book, Hundred Great Bengalees. We congratulate Dr. Amin for just completing a project very dear to her heart. She has translated into English a collection of Bengali short stories. The collection is due to be published early in 2008. 
We from Bangladesh wish everyone a very merry holiday season and a happy new year.
Asha Islam
BELGIUM

NEWS & NOTES

Research seminar “gender history” (Master of History programme, Ghent University, 2007/2008)

At Ghent University, a research seminar “Gender History” is included in the Master of History programme 2007/2008. With cases from different historical periods as a starting point, the seminar wants to show the importance of gender related aspects in history itself and in historiography, and aims at stimulating the use of gender as a category of historical analysis.

The course consists both of introductions into the use of gender as a category of analysis for research in different historical periods, and of views into the possible application of these theoretical schemes in running research projects. Experts are invited to give lectures and the students are expected to attend a scientific gathering extra muros.

Information: Therese.deHemptinne@ugent.be and www.ugent.be 

PUBLICATIONS

Publications to come

Eva Schandevyl writes an article on the access of women to justice in Belgium, that will be published the Spring 2008 issue of Historica (de journal of the Dutch association for women’s history) 

She will also dedicate a lecture to this subject in the series ‘Tweespraak Vrouwen Studies’ at the Free University of Brussels (april 2008).

Information: Eva.Schandevyl@vub.ac.be
Journées d’études « L’Histoire contemporaine de(s) hétérosexualité(s) : un impensé de la recherche ? » (Université Libre de Bruxelles, 12-13 octobre 2007)

La question de l’hétérosexualité est peu présente dans les différents champs disciplinaires des sciences humaines. Peu de travaux et d’ouvrages prennent en compte cet objet d’étude en tant que tel, qu’il s’agisse d’approches théoriques ou de l’examen des pratiques et des représentations. Le présupposé général, y compris dans le monde académique, est que l’hétérosexualité est la « norme » : il est dès lors moins utile de la questionner. C’est pourquoi, l’histoire, la sociologie ou l’anthropologie des sexualités mettent plutôt l’accent sur les « altérités » sexuelles, lesquelles n’ont perdu que très récemment les caractères de « déviance » ou « d’anomalie ».

L’hétérosexualité reste donc un impensé de la recherche. Cet impensé se manifeste d’abord sur le mode de l’occultation : tout le monde en parle « naturellement » sans qu’il soit nécessaire d’en dire quoi que ce soit ; quand bien même la norme sexuelle a pu être interrogée en miroir à partir de ce qu’elle est supposée être. Les travaux portant sur les homosexualités ont ainsi permis, en creux, soit de déconstruire partiellement la norme hétérosexuelle en révélant des pratiques mixtes ; soit de la renforcer en utilisant la dialectique de la stigmatisation (« l’hétérosexualité, ce douloureux problème »).

Depuis quelques années pourtant, il apparaît que l’hétérosexualité n’est pas, pas plus que les autres domaines de la sexualité, une catégorie anhistorique, naturelle ou immuable mais plutôt une « identité » et des « pratiques », travaillées par l’entre deux, le chevauchement des frontières et le désir d’un ailleurs. L’hétérosexualité se décline donc sur plusieurs modes. C’est pourquoi les organisateurs de ces journées d’études ont pris le parti d’emblée de se pencher sur l’histoire des hétérosexualités.

L’objectif de ces journées d’études, impulsées par le groupe interdisciplinaire « Genre, normes et sexualités » de l’Université Libre de Bruxelles, était de tenter un état des lieux des raisons – disciplinaires et méthodologiques, théoriques et empiriques – qui rendent les recherches sur les hétérosexualité(s) encore si anecdotiques, tout en mettant l’accent sur les interactions structurelles entre sexualité « normée » et sexualité « autre ». La question a été envisagée dans une approche comparatiste, permettant une réflexion élargie sur le genre et les sociétés contemporaines (XIXe – XXe siècles).

Pour plus d’informations sur le Groupe « Genre, normes et sexualités » de l’Université Libre de Bruxelles : http://www.ulb.ac.be/droit/dchd/normes_genre_et_sexualites.html
Biography of Eliane Vogel-Polsky

In the last issue of the IFRWH-newsltter, we announced the imminent publication of a biography of Eliane Vogel-Polsky, an internationally renowned feminist and jurist, specialised in European Community laws and the way these can be used to promote equality of men and women. The book, written by Eliane Gubin, can be ordered (for free) in Dutch and French at the Belgian Institute for Equality of Women and Men, or downloaded from the website of this institute (http://www.iefh.fgov.be). An English translation will be available in the beginning of 2008.

Reference : GUBIN É., Éliane Vogel-Polsky, une femme de conviction, Bruxelles, Institut de l’Égalité des Femmes et des Hommes-AVG/Carhif, 2007 ; GUBIN É., Éliane Vogel-Polsky, een vrouw met overtuiging, Brussel, Instituut voor de Gelijkheid van Vrouwen en Mannen - AVG/Carhif, 2007.


BULGARIA

NEWS
Daskalova, Krassimira, Georgeta Nazarska, Zhensko dvizhenie I feminizmi v Balgaria (sredata na 19 – sredata na 20 vek) = Women’s Movement and Feminisms in Modern Bulgaria (1850s-1940s). Sofia: Polis, BAUW. 2006. ISBN 10:954-796-018-0, ISBN-13: 978-954-796-018-3

This bilingual brochure dedicated to the Bulgarian women’s movement was published in the fall of 2006. The authors present the main periods in the development of women’s movement in Bulgaria and suggest a typology of Bulgarian feminisms. The survey is based both on the author’s own research and on a number of newly discovered archival documents. The latter were presented first at a documentary exhibition in 2005 dedicated to the 80 anniversary of the Bulgarian Association of Women Graduates. The exhibition was organized by the Bulgarian Association of University Women and hosted by the State Archives in Sofia A lot of illustrations in the book (facsimiles of authentic manuscripts, photographs, friendly take-offs, and biographies) portray the leading persons and organizations in the modern Bulgarian women’s movement. The emphasis is put on the Bulgarian Association of Women Graduates (today Bulgarian Association of University Women). The text outlines the elite profile of this organization which gathered the most educated women in the Interwar Bulgaria: scientists, scholars,artists and architechts up to the 1950s. 
Genova, Irina, Ljubinka Stoilova. Prisatstvia / Otsastvia. Hudozhnichki I atrhitektki v modernoto izkustvo na Balgaria. = Presences / Absences. Women Artists and Architects in the Modern Art of Bulgaria. Sofia: ET Ida - Krassimir Gandev. 2006. ISBN 10:954-91799-4-X, ISBN-13:978-954-91799-4-1

The bilingual catalogue of the art exhibition “Presences/Absences. Women Artists and Architects in the Modern Art of Bulgaria” was edited by the two curators - Irina Genova and Ljubinka Stoilova - and designed by the artist Nadezhda Oleg Ljahova. The publication contains detailed biographical portraits and articles on works of the Bulgarian women-pioneers in fine arts and architecture. Few contemporary women-artists are represented in the catalogue too. The text is illustrated with reproductions of paintings (still lives, self-portraits, and compositions), graphics, sculptures, views of video installations, a lot of sketches, photos, postcards and archival documents. According to the editors, Bulgarian women-artists and architects have their place in Bulgarian modern art, but in some extent all they are absent from the collective memory and its institutions. It is hard (and sometimes impossible) to find their works (even those recognized by the critics) in the national galleries, on exhibitions and in auctions, or on the pages of Bulgarian textbooks and encyclopedias. The situation with the Bulgarian women-architects is similar: their names are unknown to the wider public and the buildings they designed are not identified in the urban space.  Georgeta Nazarska, Sofia

                       CANADA


The Canadian Committee on Women's History will submit a report in the next issue of the newsletter.


DENMARK

NEWS
The Danish historian and biographer, Birgitte Possing, has written the monography To the Point. An Incisive Portrait of Bodil Koch (Gyldendal, Copenhagen 2007). The Danish intellectual and mother, Bodil Koch (1903-1972), was the first female Minister of Ecclasiastical affairs in the world and the third female Minister in Denmark. She was a Minister from 1950-68, the last two years as the Minister of Culture. Thus, she was a member of the Danish Government during an important period of the cold war. 

She was known to be far more than a Minister because she acted as a committed humanist, feminist and a political provocateur on the national and international scene. She was a Social Democrat and a critic of The Western NATO as well as of the Communist East – and of her own party members. She wanted to thaw the cold war out instead of freezing and making it ice-bound. It was part of her plan to be a public intellectual, wanting to be nationally and internationally heard and listened to. She succeeded.

World famous is the photo from the NATO conference in Copenhagen 1958, showing the American Minister of Foreign Affairs John Foster Dulles being sharply criticized for his politics in Asia of his hostess in Denmark, the Minister Bodil Koch. He was dumbfounded and frightened, seeming to ask: Was she a man or a woman, a friend or an enemy? This photo decorates the front page of the monography, thus introducing the portrait of the colourful Bodil Koch. 

Being a public intellectual provocateur synchronously as being a responsible Minister, she was an enigma and until now she has been awkwardly placed in history: Was she an intuitive, impulsive political clown that was not a real politician? Or was she one of the most intelligent and influential Danish politicians of the 20th century? 

As the first historical biography of Bodil Koch, To the Point follows the enigma of her history, visions and personality in four main chapters that are thematically focused. Thus, the portrait differs from a traditional, chronological biography.  As a feminist, she mobilized and organized a new womens movement during the period of German occupation under the Second World War, created new political interest for women and increased female parliamentary representation. As a politician and Minister, she modernized the Danish state church, legalized access for women to public positions, insisted on humanist tolerance within the framework of ministry and service, supported modern art and culture and insisted in public debate on modernism, technology and controversial foreign affairs.  The book shows that she was a far more determined and politically successful politician than presumed till now. 

Bodil Koch shared protestantic Lutheran belief and intellectual sparring with her husband Hal Koch, professor, theologian and an experienced debater, with whom she had five children. To the Point is a sourcebased, richly illustrated portrait of a complicated, intelligent and complex character. 

To the Point is published in Danish and might be translated into or rewritten in English. 
Carol Gold, professor of history at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, has published several books on Danish history. In 2007 her book "Danish Cookbooks: Domesticity and National Identity, 1616-1901," was published by the University of Washington Press, Seattle, WA and Museum Tusculanum Press, University of Copenhagen.

"Cookbooks tell stories. They open up the worlds in which the people who wrote and read them once lived. In the hands of a good historian,

cookbooks can be shown to contain the markings of political, social, and ideological changes that we conventionally locate outside the kitchen.

Over time, cookbooks allow us to trace the course of empires, of social roles, and of new nations. Danish Cookbooks draws from three hundred years of cookbooks to trace the growth of a bourgeois consciousness, the development of domesticity and gendered spheres, and the evolution of nationalism and a specific Danish identity from the early seventeenth to

the end of the nineteenth century.
"Like all prescriptive literature, cookbooks do not merely reflect the changes of the day but also constitute them. Historian Carol Gold reads recipes and cooking instructions for what can they tell us about literacy levels, division of labor in the kitchen and in society, and changes in the gendered aspects of publishing and utilizing cookbooks. Gold explores the authors' instructions for economic and hygienic housekeeping, and their sentiments about Danish identity as spelled out in dishes and spices. Just as the Danish nation would manage the body politic, so women were exhorted to manage the house and ensure the family's physical and moral health. Through the pages of cookbooks-recipes, menus, and table settings-we can chart the growth of a nationalist Denmark and track the development of what it means to be a Dane."

Two Danish historians have published articles in an anthology on prostitution in the Nordic countries 1880-1940:

Merete Bøge Pedersen: Den problematiska prostitutionslagstiftningen och den osedliga osedlighetspolisen i Danmark 1870-1906, and Marlene Spanger: Myndigheternas köns- och sexualsyn. Lösaktiga kvinnor i 1930-talets Danmark. The title of the anthology is: 

Sedligt, renligt, lagligt. Prostitution i Norden 1880–1940, it is edited by Anna Jansdotter & Yvonne Svanström and published by Makadam förlag in Sweden.

Karin Lützen

FRANCE

NEWS & NOTES

The Association is pleased to announce the first issue of its electronic journal Genre & Histoire is now on-line :
http://genrehistoire.fr/. 
The journal is open to doctoral students interested in publishing their work. The journal is happy to consider articles in English, German, Italian or Spanish.

The Institut Émilie du Châtelet for the development of research on women, gender and sexuality in Paris has a new website : http://www.mnhn.fr/IEC. On it can be found more information concerning :

· the  journée "Jeune Recherche"  on 28 novembre at the  Grande Galerie de l'Evolution (Jardin des Plantes)

· the monthly conferences on "40 ans de recherches sur les femmes, le sexe et le genre", tous les 2e samedi du mois, à 14h, au Musée de l'Homme

· a monthly research seminar Sexe et Genre"

An INTERNATIONAL PH.D. SCHOOL  on  CITIZENSHIP, RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUALITY IN MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY HISTORY has been created ( European Ph.D in: Women’s and gender history in modern and contemporary age) Coordinator : Angiolina Arru ; in France contact Anna Bellavitis ( MCF HDR histoire moderne, Université Paris10-Nanterre) : bellavitis@noos.fr

At the University of Naples "L'Orientale" the first International Ph.D. School on Women's and Gender studies has been constituted, in collaboration with the European Universities of Madrid Autonoma,  Paris X Nanterre and Wien; and the Italian universities of Bologna, Florence, Naples “Federico II”, Rome “La Sapienza” and Turin; with the contribution of the Equal Opportunity Authorities of Campania and Naples. Number of Students Admitted: 4 ; Grants: 2. The complete text and the application form at: http://www.iuo.it/AF/doc/bando%20dottorato%20VIII%20Ciclo%20(XXIII).doc
ASSOCIATIONS
 The Association Mnémosyne is pleased to announce the publication of the third winner of its prize for the best master’s essay in women’s and gender history : Hélène Jacquemin: Livres et jeunes filles nobles à Saint-Cyr (1686-1793), Presses universaires d'Angers, 2007. (http://www.mnemosyne.asso.fr )

CALL FOR ENQUIRY:
Conference on the history of men and masculinities 
As early as 1977, Natalie Davis, writing about the epistemological break attributable to the sudden emergence of “gender” in history, argued that “we should take an interest in the history of men as well as the history of women, and not work only on the oppressed gender”. However, this call has largely gone unheeded, no doubt because most historians of gender focussed first on women.  The now-flourishing school of so-called ‘Gender History’, has unconsciously tended to consider only the feminine side and point of view.   Although there has been a certain amount of research on e.g. citizenship, paternity, masculine homosexuality and on the connection between barracks, war, and virility, nevertheless many ‘masculine’ topics still remain historiographical blindspots, and synthesis is lacking.

The aim of the conference on the history of men and masculinities therefore is to further develop this new field of research, by looking through the historian’s distanced eye at what can sometimes seem too obvious and therefore escapes analysis. Researchers who have started studying this field in relative isolation can therefore come together to compare experiences. The choice of history in the plural – ‘masculinities’ – refers to the diversity of situations with which men are confronted, both in time and space. This conference is also meant to be both transperiodic and international.  It is international because of its scientific council, the choice of its participants and, hopefully, an audience made up of both proven historians, and Doctoral and Master’s students.  It is hoped that it will function as an inaugural conference that will be followed by further more specialized conferences on narrower periods, places or themes. Finally, it is anticipated that its contributions and conclusions will be presented in the form of an editorial project, a history of men and masculinities, that will prolong the former adventure of L’histoire des femmes en Occident (The history of women in the West).

The conference will be held on June 18-20, 2009 at the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lettres et sciences humaines in Lyons. There will be five plenary sessions, organized on the following topics: 

· “Men, masculinities, virilities. Words, concepts, usages”, 

· “Signs and markers”.

These include voice, stature and posture, as well as clothes, the carrying of weapons, parliamentary and rhetorical art, etc.

· “Proving and Testing masculinity” 

Two sessions will be devoted to this key topic, which covers the lifespan from youth to old age, since at each stage of life, men must prove, again and again, their masculinity, through various tests: professional, military, sports, sexual (initiation, impotence), etc.

· “Hierarchies of men and masculinities”
This topic must also include failures, insubordination, and the subversion of prescribed roles. 

Before launching the call for papers in January 2008, the scientific council would first like to conduct a survey on works published, unpublished, and in progress. Please send you information on your published work and work-in-pogress to: masculinites-lyon2009@ens.lsh.fr. Include your name, postal address, email, your institutional affiliation and for students the name of your doctoral advisor.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & EXHIBITS

The Association francaise pour l’etude du textile is organizing a Journées d'étude : Tabliers au masculin et au féminin (29-30 novembre 2007) Contact NicolePellegrin nicole.pellegrin@wanadoo.fr

Eliane Viennot is giving a conference : "La loi salique ou l'exception française : un grand débat politique de la Renaissance", sponsored by the Société Française d'Études du Seizième Siècle (S. F. D. E. S.) about her book, La France, les femmes et le pouvoir : l'invention de la loi salique, Ve-XVIe siècle (Paris, Perrin, 2006) (http://www.lafrancelesfemmesetlepouvoir.org/) on 12 décembre 2007, 18h- 20h, Bibliothèque nationale de France - site François-Mitterrand, Quai François-Mauriac. 75013 Paris, Hall Est. Auditorium 70 (entrée en face de la librairie).

A series of four round-tables on  "Femmes, cultures et sociétés dans les civilisations de Méditerranée et du Proche-Orient" are being organized by the following groups : l'équipe ArScAn / HAROC (Histoire et Archéologie de l'Orient Cunéiforme) - Nanterre (UMR 7041) ;  l'unité HISOMA - Lyon (UMR 5189) ; l'unité Orient et Méditerranée-Paris (UMR 8167) ;  le département d'arabe de l'Université de Nancy II. Contact : brigitte.lion@mae.u-paris10.fr

26 novembre 2007: femmes, familles et sociétés (UMR 5189 CNRS, à Lyon) Organisatrice: Saba Farès-Drappeau, Maître de conférences, Université de Nancy II (for the program, see http://www.univ-lyon2.fr/1187684127521/0/fiche___actualite/)

14 décembre 2007: femmes et religon (UMR 8167, à Paris). Organisatrice: Françoise Briquel-Chatonnet, Directeur de recherches, CNRS.

13 et 14 mars 2008: féminines et féminismes (département d'arabe, Nancy II). Organisatrices: Laurence Denooz, Professeur, Université Libre de Bruxelles et Saba Farès-Drappeau, Maître de conférences, Université de Nancy II.

17 avril 2008: Femmes et écriture, archives de femmes au Proche-Orient ancien (ArScAn / HAROC, UMR 7041, Nanterre). Organistarices: B. Lion, Maître de conférences, Université de Paris I et C. Michel, Directeur de recherches, CNRS. Program below IIIe millénaire av. J.-C.

Jean-Jacques GLASSNER, Directeur de Recherches, CNRS, UMR 7041
Une princesse femme de lettres: Enheduanna, fille de Sargon d'Akkad IIe millénaire

Cécile MICHEL, Directeur de Recherches, CNRS, UMR 7041 La correspondance féminine paléo assyrienne (XIXe s. av. J.-C.)
Lucile BARBERON, doctorante à l'Université de Paris I

Les archives des religieuses-nadºtum à l'époque paléo-babylonienne (XIXe-XVIIe  s. av. J.-C.)

Brigitte LION, MC à l'Université de Paris I

 Les femmes scribes de Sippar (XIXe-XVIIIe s. av. J.-C.)Ier millénaire

Pierre VILLARD, Professeur à l'Université Blaise Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand.

Les femmes et l'écrit à la cour néo-assyrienne

Francis JOANNES, Professeur àl'Université de Paris I

La place des femmes dans les archives privées néo-babyloniennes.

Philippe CLANCIER, Chercheur associé au programme The Geography of Knowledge in Assyria and Babylonia, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, Cambridge, Royaume-Uni.

Quelques indices des activités savantes des femmes dans les temples babyloniens de l'époque  séleucide et parthe.

Lydie Bodiou (MCF histoire grecque à l'université de Poitiers) and  Véronique Mehl (MCF histoire grecque à l'Université de Bretagne-sud) are organizing in Cork, Ireland: La religion des filles en pays grec. Mythes, cultes et société, 12 au 19 juillet 2008.  Contact: lydie.bodiou@wanadoo.fr

SEMINARS AND RESEARCH GROUPS
The Association EfiGiES (Association de Jeunes Chercheuses et Chercheurs en Études Féministes, Genre et Sexualités) organizes a series of seminars. The seminar entitled « Genre, sexe, sexualité dans les mondes grec et romain » has the following speakers :

· samedi 1er décembre 2007, Thierry ELOI (Université de Perpignan) « Genres et plaisirs du corps à Rome »

· samedi 12 janvier 2008, Rostom MESLI (Université Paris XII) « L’acteur et le gladiateur : significations d’une interdiction morale »

· samedi 2 février 2008, Violaine SEBILLOTTE CUCHET (Université de Paris I)

· Artémisia d'Halicarnasse et les questions de genre »

· samedi 1er mars 2008, Adeline ADAM (Université Strasbourg II), « Genre et pouvoir dans les Annales de Tacite : le cas de Séjan »

· samedi 5 avril 2008, Marella NAPPI (EHESS), « Inversions du genre dans les discours de l'Iliade »

· samedi 3 mai 2008, Charles DELATTRE (Université Paris X), « Le sperme dans l’outre : une matrice pour la procréation ? »

Contact: Sandra Boehringer : sandra.boehringer@wanadoo.fr

A seminar entitled : Femmes et pouvoir exécutif dans le monde, coordinated by Christine Bard, Gabrielle Costa de beauregard, Emmanuelle Latour, Janine Mossuz-Lavau,  Bibia Pavard, Contact : christine.bard@univ-angers.fr

17 janvier : Femmes et pouvoir exécutif en Suède.

Intervenante : Elisabeth Elgan, historienne, directrice de l’Institut d’histoire contemporaine, Université de Södertöm, Suède.

Discutante : Laure Béréni, doctorante en sociologie, laboratoire de sciences sociales de l’ENS

21 février : Quel accès au pouvoir pour les femmes en Pologne.

Intervenante : Renata Siemienska, sociologue, directrice de l’Institut des sciences sociales de l’Université de Varsovie, titulaire de la chaire UNESCO « Women, Society and Development ».

Discutante : Jacqueline Heinen, professeur au laboratoire Printemps (UFR de sciences sociales et des humanités), Université de Versailles Saint Quentin en Yvelines.

13 mars : Etre Ministre des Affaires étrangères en Géorgie dans un régime en transition post-communiste.

Discutant : Thornike Gordadzé, CERI-CNRS.

17 avril : Femmes et pouvoir exécutif en Espagne.

Intervenante : Suzana Vazquez-Cupeiro, sociologue, professeur, Université Saint Louis, Madrid.

Discutante : Brigitte Frotiée, chercheur associé ISP-GAPP, Institut des sciences sociales du politique.

15 mai : L’expérience du pouvoir au Portugal.

Intervenante : Sonia Fertuzinhos, députée portugaise, membre du Comité exécutif du Forum parlementaire inter-européen sur la population et le développement.

19 juin : Histoire des femmes d’Afrique.

The history master’s programe at the University Paris 1 : Hommes, femmes, masculin, féminin. Utiliser le genre en histoire has organized a series of seminars in 2007-2008 on masculinitie. Mondays 9 h -11 h, Salle Perroy (Sorbonne) Animé par par Raphaëlle Branche (contemporanéiste), Didier Lett (médiéviste)et Violaine Sebillotte (antiquiste) (contact : violaine.sebillotte@univ-paris1.fr)

· 26 novembre: L'histoire du genre (Moderne et Médiévale)

· 3 décembre: Présentation du thème 2007-200é8: les masculinités

· 10 décembre: Jean-Clement Martin: Définir la féminité, les craintes de la masculinité à la fin du XVIIIe siécle en France

· 17 décembre: Alain Corbin: Masculinités et sexualités (fin XVIIIe-XIXe siècle)

Nicole Pellegrin is organizing once again in 2007-2008 a seminar entitled : "Femmes/Histoire/Voyages"  at the IHMC, labo du CNRS à l'ENS : 45 rue d'Ulm. 75005 Paris, from 14-16h (escalier D, 3ème étage). Contact : nicole.pellegrin@wanadoo.fr

· 4 décembre : Jean Hebrard, Les papiers de la liberté. Une mère africaine et ses enfants à l'époque de la révolution haïtienne

· 8 janvier : Sandrine Lely, Les voyages d'Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun

· 5 février : Caroline zum Kolk, Les voyages de Catherine de Médicis

· 4 mars : Claude Ghiati, Voyageuses françaises au Maroc sous le Protectorat français (1912-1956)

· 1er avril : Brigitte Keriven, Il est d'autres voyages, d'autres chemins : historiennes pendant la guerre 1939-1945

· 6 mai : Adélaïde Caron, Récits féminins d'émigration à l'époque de la Révolution française

· 3 juin : Isabelle Havelange, Une historiographie des voyages au féminin dans la Bibliographie Annuelle de l'Histoire de France.
Groupe de recherche sur « La créativité féminine » UMR TELEMME (Université de Provence/CNRS) MMSH d’Aix-en-Provence ; Responsables : Karine Lambert et Martine Lapied (contact : lapied@mmsh.univ-aix.fr)

The group has already published the following : 

· « Femmes et politique  en Provence, XVIIe-XXe siècles », sous la direction de Martine Lapied et Eliane Richard, Provence Historique, n°186, 199.

· Le Forum et le Harem, sous la direction de Genviève Dermanjian et Monique Haucault, Publications  de l’Université de Provence, 1997.

· Femmes entre ombre et lumière. Recherches sur la visibilité sociale (XVIe-XXe siècles), sous la direction de Geneviève Dermenjian, Jacques Guilhaumou, Martine Lapied, Publisud, 2000.

· Le Panthéon des femmes. Figures et représentations des héroïnes, sous la direction de Geneviève Dermenjian, Jacques Guilhaumou, Martine Lapied, Publisud, 2004.

Seminars in 2007-08

· Jeudi 13 décembre, de 15h à 17h salle101 : Valérie GONTERO-LOZE Maître de conférences de langue et littérature du Moyen-Âge à l’Université de Provence : Christine de Pisan et la  femme-écrivain au Moyen-Âge

· Jeudi 17 janvier, de 15h à 17h salle101 : Sabine Savournin , Doctorante en Littérature Comparée à l'Université de Provence (laboratoire  CRLGCTL, Centre de Recherche de Littérature Générale et Comparée et de  Traduction Littéraire EA 3277) : Le  rôle des femmes de lettres dans la littérature nippone.

· Jeudi14  février, de 15h à 17h salle101 : Chantal Guyot de Lombardon, Lettres, Université Paul Cézanne : Jeunes filles-artistes et écriture intime : la question du talent ? (Julie Manet (1878- 1966), Marie Bashkirtseff (1858-1884), Elise  Chauméry de Sorval (1879-1953) -Jeudi 12 juin, de 15h à 17h salle 101 : Isabelle Vissières, professeur de Lettres à l’Université de Provence, sur la question de « l’écriture féminine »

Journées d’étude in 2008

· Samedi 15 mars : Histoire de la naissance, salle  Duby

· Mercredi 23 avril : Les femmes dans les chantiers historiques  actuels : état de recherches de  doctorants, salle Duby
· Mercredi  21 mai : Les femmes dans le champ économique et social du Moyen-Âge à nos jours : tradition ou innovation ?, salle Duby
Dissertation defenses 

Magali Della Sudda : "Une activité politique féminine conservatrice avant le droit de suffrage en France et en Italie.. Socio-histoire de la politisation des femmes catholiques au sein de la Ligue Patriotique des Françaises (1902-1933) et de l’Unione fra le donne cattoliche d’Italia (1909-1919)", EHESS, le 27 novembre 2007 à 14h30, salle 524, 54, bd Raspail, Paris  75006.

PUBLICATIONS

Books by individual authors 
Sandra Boehringer, L’homosexualité féminine dans l’Antiquité grecque et romaine,Préface de David Halperin, Les Belles Lettres, collection d’études anciennes, 2007.
Geneviève Fraisse, Du Consentement, Paris, Seuil, 2007.

Stéphanie Petit, Les veuves de la Grande Guerre. D'éternelles endeuillées?, Paris, Editions du Cygne, 2007.

Martine Reid and Michèle Riot-Sarcey, sous dir de,  George Sand, Littérature et politique (coll. "horizons littéraires"), Nantes, editions Pleins Feux, 2007, 253 p.

Yannick Ripa, Les femmes en France de 1880 à nos jours, Paris, Ed Le Chêne, 2007.

Florence Rochefort, Hier les femmes, Paris, Aubanel, 2007.

Françoise Thébaud, Ecrire l'histoire des femmes et du genre,2e éd., Lyon, ENS Editions, 2007.

Collective volumes:
Régis Révenin, Hommes et masculinités, de 1789 à nos jours : contributions à l'histoire du genre et de la sexualité en France, préface de Alain Corbin, Paris, Editions Autrement, collection « Mémoires/Histoire », 2007, 293 pages.

Article in journals and collective volumes

Florence Rochefort,  « Religions, genre et politiques laïque en France XIXe-XXe siècles », French Politics, Culture & Society, Vol. 25, n° 2, Summer 2007, p. 19-33.

Florence Rochefort,  « Entretien avec Beatriz Ferreyra, compositrice de musique acousmatique », Clio Histoire, femmes et sociétés, 25/2007 « Musiciennes », p. 209-225 (en collaboration avec Mathilde Dubesset).

Florence Rochefort,  « Laïcité, égalité des sexes et mixité scolaire », Spirale Revue de Recherche en éducation, n°39, 2007, p. 39-51 (en collaboration avec Michelle Zancarini-Fournel)

Florence Rochefort,  « Le rôle laïcisateur du planning familial », in Christine Bard et Janine Mossuz-Lavau (dir.), Le Planning familial histoire et mémoire 1956-2006, Rennes, PUR, 2007, p. 53-65.


GREECE
NEWS
After the initiative of the historian Efi Avdela, who has been for several years the main correspondent of the National Committee of Greece, the Committee has lately acquired a more collective and systematic character. Its members, almost 30 historians and researchers, have formed the group ‘Historians for Research in Women’s and Gender History (Greece)’. During the last meeting of the group in October 2007 three members, Pothiti Hantzaroula, Katerina Dalakoura and Paris Papamichos-Chronakis, have undertook the job of gathering the following material that includes information and news about recent activities in women’s and gender history in Greece.

PUBLICATIONS

Recent Publications on Women’s and Gender History (2006-2007)

Historiography
Avdela, Efi 2006, «Το φύλο στην ιστοριογραφία: Ένα δυο πράγματα που ξέρω γι’ αυτό» [To filo stin istoriografia. Ena-dio pragmata pou ksero gia afto] [Gender in historiography: One or two things I know about it] in Laliotou, Ioanna, Rica Benveniste (eds.) 2006, «Οι σπουδές του φύλου» [Gender Studies], Σύγχρονα Θέματα [Sighrona Themata] 94, pp. 38-42 [in Greek].

Avdela, Efi 2006. “Historia de las mujeres y de genero en Grecia: un factor molesto?”, Cuadernos de Historia Contemporanea 28, pp. 83-95.

Hantzaroula, Pothiti 2006, «Ιστορία του φύλου και η αλλαγή του ιστοριογραφικού παραδείγματος» [Istoria tou filou kai I allagi tou istoriografikou paradigmatos] [Gender History and the Transformation of the Historiographical Paradigm], in Laliotou, Ioanna, Rica Benveniste (eds.) 2006, «Οι σπουδές του φύλου στο Πανεπιστήμιο» [I Spoudes tou Filou sto Panepistimio] [Gender Studies at the University] Σύγχρονα Θέματα [Sighrona Themata] 94, pp. 43-49 [in Greek].

Laliotou, Ioanna, Rica Benveniste (eds.) 2006, «Οι σπουδές του φύλου στο Πανεπιστήμιο» [I Spoudes tou Filou sto Panepistimio] [Gender Studies at the University] Σύγχρονα Θέματα [Sighrona Themata] 94, pp. 43-50 [in Greek].

Psarra, Angelika 2006, “‘Few Women Have a History’: Callirhoe Parren and the Beginnings of Women’s History in Greece”, Gender and History, 18/2, pp. 400-411.

Rentetzi, Maria 2006, «Χαρτογραφώντας την Ιστορία των Γυναικών στις Επιστήμες» [Mapping the history of women in science] in Laliotou, Ioanna, Rica Benveniste (eds.) 2006, «Οι Σπουδές του Φύλου» [Oi spoudes tou Filou] [Gender Studies], Σύγχρονα Θέματα [Sighrona Themata] 94, pp. 50-61 [in Greek].

Medieval and Early Modern history

Benveniste, Rica 2007, Από τους βαρβάρους στους μοντέρνους: κοινωνική ιστορία και ιστοριογραφικά προβλήματα της μεσαιωνικής Δύσης [Apo tous varvarous stous modernous: kinoniki istoria kai istoriografika provlimata tis meseonikis disis] [From Barbarians to Moderns: Social History and Historiographical Question of the Medieval West] Πόλις [Polis], Athens [in Greek].

Dialeti, Androniki 2007, “The publisher Gabriel Giolito de’ Ferrari, Female Readers, and the Debate about Women in Sixteenth-Century Italy”, Renaissance and Reformation, 28.4 (2004), 5-32.

Kasdagli, Aglaia 2006, “Notarial archives concerning the Greek world: a chaotic and vastly unexplored wealth”, L’Homme. Europaische Zeitschrift fuer Feministische Geschichtswissenschaft 17 (2), pp. 141-144.

Kasdagli, Aglaia 2006, «Sexe et parenté dans les îles de l’Égée (1500-1800): le témoignage des actes notariéés», in A. Bresson, M.-P. Masson, S. Perentidis and J. Wilgaux (ed.), Parenté et société dans le monde grec de l’antiquité à l’âge moderne, Ausonius- Études, pp. 327-334.

Matthaiou, Anna 2006, «Συζυγικές σχέσεις και σεξουαλικότητα στα χρόνια της οθωμανικής κυριαρχίας: κανόνες, πρότυπα, συμψηφισμοί» [Sizigikes sheseis kai seksoualikotitka sta hronia tis othomanikis kiriarhias: kanones, protipa, simpsifismoi] [Marital relations and sexuality under Ottoman domination: norms, models, and compensations] Τα Ιστορικά/Historica, 44, pp. 147-160 [in Greek].

Late Modern and Contemporary history (19th-20th centuries)

Avdela, Efi 2006. Le genre entre classe et nation: essai d’historiographie grecque, Paris, Sillepse.

Avdela, Efi, Angelika Psarra 2006, “Griechische Frauen und der lange Weg zur Staatsbürgerschaft (1864-1952), in Mit Macht zur Wahl. 100 Jahre Frauenwahlrecht in Europa, Frauenmuseum, Bonn.

Canner, Efthymia (forthcoming 2007), “Embourgeoisement, réseaux sociaux et identités de genre dans la deuxième moitié du XIXe siècle. Le cas de Sotiria Cléoménous-Alibertis”, Turcica.

Canner, Efthymia (forthcoming 2007), “Οικονομικός και κοινωνικός ρόλος των ελληνορθόδοξων κοινοτήτων της Πόλης: μια πρόταση για την ερευνητική αξιοποίηση των αρχειακών τεκμηρίων της ζωής των Ρωμιών της Πόλης” [Ikonomikos kai kinonikos rolos ton ellinorthodoxon kinotiton tis Polis: mia protasi gia tin erevnitiki aksiopiisi ton arhiakon tekmirion tis zois ton Romion tis Polis] [The economic and social role of the Orthodox communities of Constantinople], Μνήμων [Mnimon] 28 [in Greek].

Dalakoura, Katerina (forthcoming 2007) Η εκπαίδευση των γυναικών στις ελληνικές κοινότητες της οθωμανικής αυτοκρατορίας (19ος αι-1922): Κοινωνικοποίηση στα πρότυπα της πατριαρχίας και εθνικισμού [I ekpedefsi ton ginekon stis ellinikes kinotites tis othomanikis aftokratorias (19os ai.-1922): kinonikopiisi sta protipa tis patriarhias kai ethnikismou] [The education of women in the Greek Communities of the Ottoman Empire (19th century-1922: Socialization on the models of patriarchy and nationalism] Athens, Gutenberg [in Greek].

Dalakoura, Katerina (forthcoming 2007), «Φεμινιστική συνείδηση και γυναικεία εκπαίδευση στις ελληνικές κοινότητες του 19ου αιώνα: μια σχέση που δύσκολα ανιχνεύεται» [Feministiki sinidisi kai ginekia ekepdefsi stis ellinikes kinotites tou 19ou aiona: mia shesi pou diskola anihnevete] [Feminist consciousness and female education in the Greek communities of the 19th century: a relationship difficult to trace] στο Πρακτικά Ημερίδας, Εκπαίδευση και γυναικείο κίνημα. Ο ρόλος της εκπαίδευσης στην αφύπνιση και διαμόρφωση φεμινιστικής συνείδησης [Praktika Imeridas. Ekpedefsi kai ginekio kinima. O rolos tis ekpedefsis stin afipnisi kai diamorfosi feministikis sinidisis] [in Proceedings: Education and the Feminist Movement. The role of education on the awakening and formation of a feminist consciousness], Σύνδεσμος Ελληνίδων Επιστημόνων [Sindesmos Ellinidon Epistimonon] [in Greek].

Kyriakidou, Maria 2006, “‘Garden cities’, humanism and utopian socialist ideals: a case in point in early twentieth century Greece”, http://www2.historia.su.se/urbanhistory/eauh/papers/m15_kyriakidou.pdf
Kyriakidou, Maria 2006, Η πολιτικοποίηση της ψυχής. Έμφυλες προσεγγίσεις της τοπικής δημοκρατίας [I politikopiisi tis psihis. Emfiles prosegisis tis topikis dimokratias] [The politicization of the soul. Gender approaches to local democracy], Athens, Μεταίχμιο [Metehmio].

Laliotou Ioanna 2006, Διασχίζοντας τον Ατλαντικό (translation by Pelagia Marketou [Transatlantic Subjects Chicago University Press, 2005], Πόλις [Polis], Athens.

Papamichos-Chronakis, Paris 2007. ‘Review essay. Gender and honor in historical perspective. Insights from Modern Greece’, Aspasia 1, pp. 272-275.

Papastefanaki, Leda (forthcoming 2007), «Καταμερισμοί εργασίας και φύλο στις ελληνικές πόλεις, 1830 -1940» [Katamerismoi ergasias kai filo stis ellinikes polis, 1830-1940] [Divisions of labour and gender in Greek cities, 1830-1940], Πρακτικά Συνεδρίου «Γυναίκες και άνδρες στους χώρους της καθημερινότητας», ΕΜΠ – Σχολή Αρχιτεκτόνων (Αθήνα, 11-12 Νοεμβρίου 2005) [Praktika Sinedriou ‘Ginaikes kai Andres stous horous tis kathimernotitas’] [Proccedings “Women and Men in Everyday Spaces. National Metsovion Polytechnic (Athens, November 11-12, 2005)], Athens [in Greek].
Papastefanaki, Leda (forthcoming 2007), Εργασία, τεχνολογία και φύλο στην ελληνική βιομηχανία. Η κλωστοϋφαντουργία του Πειραιά (1870–1940) [Ergasia, tehnologia kai filo stin elliniki viomihania. I klostoifandourgia tou Peiraia (1870-1940)] [Labour, technology and gender in Greek industry], Πανεπιστημιακές Εκδόσεις Κρήτης [Crete University Press], Herakleion.

Papastefanaki, Leda 2007, «Το ‘πατρικό ενδιαφέρον’ των βιομηχάνων και η διαχείριση της εργασίας στην κλωστοϋφαντουργία Καρέλλα (Ερμούπολη, πρώτο μισό του 20ου αιώνα)» [To ‘patriko endiaferon’ ton viomihanon kai I diahirisi tis ergasias stin klostoifandourgia Karella (Ermoupoli, proto miso tou 20ou aiona] [‘The paternal interest’ of industrialists and the management of labour in Karellas’ spinning factory (Hermoupolis, first half of the twentieth century], Τετράδια Εργασίας ΚΝΕ/ΕΙΕ, [Tetradia Ergasias KNE/EIE], [in Greek].

Papastefanaki, Leda 2006, «Μισθωτή εργασία» [Misthoti Ergasia] [Wage labour], in Κ. Kostis – S. Petmezas (ed.), Η ανάπτυξη της ελληνικής οικονομίας κατά τον 19ο αιώνα (1830-1914) [I anaptiksi tis ellinikis oikonomias kata ton 19o aiona (1830-1914)] [The development of the Greek economy in the nineteenth century (1830-1914)], Αλεξάνδρεια [Alexandria], Athens, pp. 253-291 [in Greek].

Rizaki, Eirini (forthcoming 2007), «Το φύλο της γραφής ή η γραφή ως δικαίωμα στον ελληνικό ΙΘ΄ αιώνα» [To filo tis grafis i i grafi os dikaioma ston elliniko 19o aiona] [The gender of writing, or, writing as a right in the Greek 19th Century], in Πρακτικά του Διεθνούς Συνεδρίου Λόγος Γυναικών, Κομοτηνή, 26-27 Μαΐου 2006 [Praktika tou Diethnous Sinedriou Logos Ginaikon, Komotini, 26-27 Maiou 2006] [Proceedings of International Conference ‘Women’s Discourse’, Komotini, 26-27 May 2006], Democritus University of Thrace-Department of Greek Philology [in Greek]. [in Greek].

Rizaki, Eirini 2007, Οι «γράφουσες» ελληνίδες. Σημειώσεις για τη γυναικεία λογιοσύνη του 19ου αιώνα [I ‘grafouses ellinides’. Simiosis gia ti ginekia logiosini tou 19ou aiona] [Female writers in Greece. Notes on women intellectuals of the 19th century], Κατάρτι [Katarti], Athens [in Greek].

Vlami, Despina 2006, «Γυναίκες, οικογένεια, κοινωνία της εμπορικής διασποράς, 18ος-19ος αι.» [Ginekes, oikogenia, kinonia tis emborikis diasporas, 18os-19os ai.] [Women, family and society of the commercial diaspora, 18th-19th Centuries], Τα Ιστορικά/Historica, 45, pp. 243-280 [in Greek].

Ziogou-Karastergiou, Sidiroula 2006, Διερευνώντας το φύλο. Ιστορική διάσταση και σύγχρονος προβληματισμός στη Γενική, Επαγγελματική και Συνεχιζόμενη Εκπαίδευση [Dierevnondas to filo. Istoriki diastase kai sighronos provlimatismos sti Geniki, Epagelmatiki kai sinehizomeni Ekpaidefsi] [Exploring gender. Historical dimensions and contemporary thinking on General, Technical and Continuing Education] Salonika, Βάνιας [Vanias] [in Greek].

Ziogou-Karastergiou, Sidiroula 2006. Θεσσαλονίκης Εκπαιδευτικά 19ος και 20ος αιώνας [Thessalonikis Ekpaideftika, 19th and 20th centuries] [Writings on the Education in Thessaloniki. 19th and 20th centuries], Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki Municipal History Centre [in Greek].

History of feminism and women’s movements

Boutzouvi, Aleka 2006, “Avra Theodoropoulou: A leading figure in the feminist movement. A musicologist and music critic, she was the author of books on feminism, music, of a stage play, short stories, studies, and articles”, in A Biographical Dictionary of Women’s Movements and Feminism in Central, Eastern, and South Eastern Europe, 19th and 20th Centuries, Central European University Press, Budapest-New York, pp. 569-574.

Fournaraki, Eleni (forthcoming), «Ένα πρώιμο γυναικείο δημοσιογραφικό εγχείρημα: η Κυψέλη της Ευφροσύνης Σαμαρτζίδου (Κωνσταντινούπολη, 1845)» [Ena proimo ginekio dimosiografiko eghirima: I Kypseli tis Efrosinis Samartzidou (Konstantinoupoli, 1845)] [An early female journalistic endeavor: Kypseli by Efrosyni Samartzidou (Constantinople, 1845], in Πρακτικά του Διεθνούς Συνεδρίου Λόγος Γυναικών, Κομοτηνή, 26-27 Μαΐου 2006 [Praktika tou Diethnous Sinedriou Logos Ginaikon, Komotini, 26-27 Maiou 2006] [Proceedings of International Conference ‘Women’s Discourse’, Komotini, 26-27 May 2006], Democritus University of Thrace-Department of Greek Philology [in Greek].

Fournaraki, Eleni, Angelika Psarra 2006, “Callirhoe Parren” [entry], A Biographical Dictionary of Women’s Movements and Feminisms. Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe, 19th and 20th Centuries,: ed. and introduction by Francisca De Haan, Krassimira Dascalova and Anna Loutfi, Central European University Press, Budapest – New York, pp. 402-405.

Kyriakidou, Maria (forthcoming 2007), «‘Τα μάλλον ημών προηγμένα έθνη’: Αντιλήψεις περί Δύσης και η περίπτωση του πρώιμου ελληνικού φεμινισμού» [‘Ta mallon imon proigmena ethni: andilipsis peri Disis kai I periptosi tou proimou ellinikou feminismou] [‘The more advanced nations than ours’: Perceptions of the West and the case of early Greek feminism], Ίστωρ [Istor].

Psarra, Angelika 2007, “A Gift from the New World: Greek Feminists between East and West (1880-1930)”, in Anna Frangoudaki, Caglar Keyder, Ways to Modernity in Greece and Turkey. Encounters with Europe, 1850-1950, I.B. Tauris, London, New York, pp. 150-175.

Psarra, Angelika 2007, “Feminism and Communism: Notes on the Greek Case”, Aspasia 1, pp. 207-213.

History of Science

Rentetzi, Maria (forthcoming 2007), “From Experienced Experimenters to Scanning Girls: Women Designers and Users of the Scintillation Counter Before and After the Second World War” in Xavier Roqué, Néstor Herran, and Hughes Jeff (eds), Isotopes: Science, Medicine and Industry in the 20th Century.

Rentetzi, Maria (forthcoming 2007), “Marietta Blau” Dictionary of Scientific Biography-updated version.

Rentetzi, Maria (forthcoming 2007), “The City as Factory: Tensions Among Politics, Technology, and Architecture in the Case of a Mediterranean City” Science Studies, (special volume) Simon Guy & Albena Yaneva (eds.), Understanding Architecture, Accounting Society.

Rentetzi, Maria (forthcoming 2007), Trafficking Materials and Gendered Experimental Practices: Radium Research in Early 20th Century Vienna, Columbia University Press (e-book).

Rentetzi, Maria (forthcoming 2007), Ο Έμφυλος Χώρος των Φυσικών Επιστημών [O emfilos horos ton fisikon epistimon] [The gendered space of natural sciences] Πανεπιστημιακές Εκδόσεις Κρήτης [Crete University Press] [in Greek].

Rentetzi, Maria (2006), “Marietta Blau” Jewish Women: A Comprehensive Historical Encyclopedia, Hyman, Paula and Ofer, Dalia (eds.), (Jerusalem: Shalvi Publishing Ltd.).

History of Art

Gotsi, Glafki (forthcoming). “‘Feminist art’, ‘female art’, ‘sexless art’ in a modernist context: conceiving and receiving women’s collective exhibitions in Greece in the years 1925-1937” in Karen Brown (ed.) Agency and Mediation: Women’s Contribution to Visual Culture between the Wars, 1918-1939, Ashgate Publishing.

History of Religion

Athanasopoulou-Kypriou, S. 2006. «Αναθεωρώντας την ορθολογικότητα της θρησκευτικής πίστης: Μια φεμινιστική προσέγγιση στη φιλοσοφία της θρησκείας» [Anatheorondas tin orthologikotita tis thriskeftikis pistis: mia feministiki proseggisi sti filosofia tis thriskias] [“Revisiting the rationality of religious faith: A feminist approach to the philosophy of religion”], Cogito 4, 90 [in Greek].

Athanasopoulou-Kypriou, S. 2007. ‘The reaction of the Greek Orthodox theology to the challenges of feminist theologies’ in Yiota Papageorgiou (ed.), Έμφυλοι Μετασχηματισμοί/Gendering Transformations, Athens, Gutenberg, pp.10-18 [in Greek].

COURSES ON GENDER AND WOMEN’S HISTORY OFFERED BY GREEK UNIVERSITIES (2005-2007)
A number of Greek Universities offer inter-departmental programmes on gender studies as well as individual courses at both Bachelor and Master’s levels.

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

The University offers an inter-departmental Bachelor’s Programme on ‘Gender and Gender Equality’, which includes courses on the ‘History of the women’s movement: female solidarities and women’s movements in Greece, 19th & 20th centuries’ (taught by Maria Repousi), and ‘Education and gender’ (taught by Roula Ziogou).

The Department of Political Sciences offers courses on ‘Gender and politics: Theory and practice’, and ‘Citizenship: the gendered dimension’ (taught by Maria Kiriakidou).
University of the Aegean

The Department of Social Anthropology and History offers a Bachelor course on ‘Gender and Labour in modern and contemporary European history’ (taught by Pothiti Hantzaroula) and a Master’s Programme on ‘Women and Genders: Anthropological and Historical Approaches’ which includes courses on ‘Historical approaches to gender’ (coordinated by Maria Stamatoyannopoulou), and ‘Gender and politics’ (coordinated by Venetia Kantsa).

University of Crete

The Departments of History and Archaeology, Sociology and Philosophy and Social Studies offer a joint inter-departmental Bachelor’s Programme on ‘Gender in Social Sciences’. The Programme offers courses on ‘Gender relations as a subject of social history’, ‘Social history of gymnastics and sports: nation, class, gender (taught by Eleni Fournaraki), Approaches to the history of female education (taught by Katerina Dalakoura).

University of Ioannina

The Department of History and Archaeology offers Bachelor courses on ‘Economy society in Greece, 1830-1940’, ‘Labour and labour relations in Greece, 1830-1940’, and Economic History of post-war Greece’, all of which have a strong gender and women’s history perspective (taught by Leda Papastefanaki). The Department’s Master Programme offers gender-attentive courses on ‘Labour in the contemporary world: historiographical approaches’, and ‘The city and industry (20th century): historiographical approaches’ (taught by Leda Papastefanaki).

National and Capodistrian University of Athens

The National and Capodistrian University of Athens offers an interdepartmental Bachelor Programme on ‘Gender and Gender Equality Issues’. The programme includes courses on ‘Gender, society and politics’ and ‘Feminist Theory and practice’ taught by Maro Pantelidou-Malouta and Yanna Athanasatou (Department of Political Science and Public Administration).

Undergraduate courses on women’s and gender history are offered by the Department of History and Archaeology [‘Modern European History: Hunting witches in the West, 1500-1700’ (taught by Kostas Gaganakis), ‘Women in the political and social history of the Byzantine Empire’ (taught by Katerina Nikolaou)], the Department of Law [‘The question of gender and gender difference in Greece: anthropological and historical approaches of the judicial norms and representations’ (taught by Andreas Helmis)], and the Department of Social Theology [‘Mistresses and female figures in Byzantium (taught by Donna Papadimitriou)].

The Department of History and Archaeology runs an MA Programme on gender studies. The Programme offers courses on ‘Aspects of female deviancy in early modern western societies’ (taught by Kostas Gaganakis), ‘Women’s work’ (taught by Katerina Nikolaou), ‘Aspects of the history of the family in modern Greek history (15th – 20th centuries) in comparison with family forms in South-Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean (taught by Olga Katsiardi-Hering), and ‘Issues on Historical Anthropology with an emphasis on the history of the family and the history of everyday life (taught by Olga Katsiardi-Hering).
In the past two years two doctoral dissertations on women’s and gender history have been completed: ‘Female passions during the Byzantine and post-Byzantine period’, and ‘Women in mid-Byzantine period. Social norms and everyday life in religious texts’.

Panteion University, Athens

The University runs a Bachelor’s Programme on ‘Gender Studies in Political and Social Sciences’, which offers courses on the ‘History of the feminist movement. Women’s history: forms, actions, successes and limits’, and ‘Gender and politics: the female version of the citizen’ (taught by Aleka Boutzouvi).

University of Thessaly

The inter-departmental Bachelor’s Programme on ‘Gender and Gender Equality Issues’ offers courses on ‘Gender and History’ (taught by Androniki Dialeti), ‘History of the family’ (taught by Anna Mattheou), ‘Gender, Marriage, and Kinship in Antiquity and Byzantium’ (taught by Stavros Perentidis), ‘Bourgeois, Queens and Goddesses: the female figure in Hellenistic Art’ (taught by Ifigenia Leventi), and ‘Life stories and family trees’ (taught by Anna Vidali).

The Department of History, Archaeology and Social Anthropology also offers a course on ‘Women and Power in the Byzantine Empire’ (taught by Katerina Nikolaou).

For further information about the ‘Historians for Research in Women’s and Gender History (Greece)’ please contact:

Eleni Fournaraki (elfou@social.soc.uoc.gr) or Glafki Gotsi (glafkigo@ath.forthnet.gr) or Denia Athanassopoulou (kypriou@yahoo.com

INDIA

NEWS
Work done at the Women’s Studies and Development Centre, University of Delhi, 2007

Research and documentation
The Centre had a busy research schedule in this year.  The research on the Delhi Chapter of Project ‘Attitudinal difference towards the Girl Child in selected Districts of North India’ was successfully completed.  The Centre came out with a small publication on its major findings highlighting the trends that that emerged from the above study.  Currently, the work on the second leg of the project is in progress.  The data from the six different Women’s Study Centres across North India would be collated to arrive at the broader picture on the issue of attitudes towards Girl Children in North India.  

Three documentation studies were completed during this period.

The Centre, in association with the UGC, documented the trend of male-female distribution in the various faculties and the decision making bodies of Delhi University for the period between 2001 and 2006.  The highlight of the documentation was the tabulated figure for the various departments.  It was the first time that such a documentation work on the gender composition of faculties had been carried out.  

The centre also carried out a small study of trends in male-female student composition in the University of Delhi between 2001 and 2005 at the Undergraduate, Post graduate and Research Scholars (M. Phil. and Ph.D.) level.  The study was based on the statistics published in the Annual Report of the University. The centre now plans to integrate and expand the above two studies.

The center, as part of its research project on NRI marriages, documented the information available in Delhi about the problematic NRI marriages.  The data available with the Ministry of Overseas Affairs, New Delhi and National Commission for Women, New Delhi was compiled.  This data would be analyzed for the research project.  

The Centre has also undertaken a research project on the periodical status of the women workers in the tea plantations of Assam.  The research seeks to understand why the women workers, the highest paid workers in the industry, despite their better social (tribal industrial formation) and economic position, are relatively under-represented in the trade union of the workers.  Data collection form Dibrugarh district, Assam, is in progress.  
WORKSHOPS/ SEMINARS/

CONFERENCES

Two Conferences on the Girl Child project were conduct during the period one for the in house faculty (29 May 2007) and the other open to all (24 July 2007). Dr. Nilima Srivastava, WSDC, made presentation on the findings of the project.  The interactions during the presentations helped delineate some of the important indices and parameters that could be further explored based on the data accumulated as part of the Girl Child Project.

A coordination meeting (24 August 2007) was held with Women’s Development Cells (WDCs) of different colleges.  The WDC Coordinators from the various colleges highlighted the activities that were carried out in the previous academic calendar and their plans for the present one.  Representatives from Action India and Oxfam made presentations of its schemes that seek to integrate the University Community into its various programmes.  The meeting was intended to arrive at a shared programme through which WSDC and WDCs could collaborate in resource and coordination to develop and effective knowledge base and awareness initiative and gender issues in the University Community.  The meeting was chaired by Prof. Vibha Chaturvedi, Director, WSDC, and coordinated by Dr. Nilima Srivastava, WSDC. 

The WDCs of various affiliated colleges of the Delhi University carried out different activities aimed at both the University community as well as those outside the University through various lectures and community outreach programmes.

A presentation (27 August 2007) was organized on the differences and similarities in the field of tackling domestic violence in India and UK.  It was based on the study ‘Domestic Violence: Interventions, Indo UK Experience’ carried out by Dr. Manjeet Bhatia, WSDC and Dr. Ann Stewart, University of Warwick, highlighting the problems faced in bridging the gap between laws against domestic violence and its implementation in the field.  The Inter-national cases showed how the two countries have attempted to bridge the gap differently and with differing successes.

TEACHING AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
A half day joint Orientation programme was organized (31 August 2007) for coordinators and students of the Certificate Course in Women’s Studies at the WSDC premises. Dr. Mrinal Pandey, noted Writer and Journalist, gave the keynote address.  She emphasized on the need for such courses in the Universities of the country.  A street play was also performed that highlighted how religion, politics and gender-injustice are inter-linked.  The Programme aimed at gathering on a single platform the various constituents of the course and promoting greater understanding of the aims and relevance of such courses.  

 ‘Gender and Society’, the inter-disciplinary post graduate certificate course on gender offered by the Centre commenced in October 2007.  It received and overwhelming number of applications this time.  

PUBLICATIONS
The Centre has published the major findings of the Delhi Chapter of the project ‘Attitudinal differences towards Girl Child in selected districts of North India’.  As part of its dissemination programme, it was distributed to members of the University Community as well as people from Ministries and other Universities and organizations.  The Centre has planned to move in the direction of bringing out edited volumes and occasional papers on issues of gender.  The Centre would also continue to publish its Newsletter on a regular basis. 

Compiled by Dr.Yuthika Mishra

ITALY
CONFERENCES

Between April and May 2007, SIS organized a series of conferences on The Italian Constitution from 1948 to the Present: a Gendered Point of View, which were held at the Faculty of Political Science of the University of Roma “La Sapienza.” The topics that were addressed during the five meetings were: Women between the State and the Church; Work, Equality, Fairness; Family/Families; Rights of Equality in Italy and in Europe; The Italian Constitution/The European Constitution. This series of conferences will be held also during the Spring of 2008.

On May 11, SIS organized, together with SIS’s Summer School, the Department of Political Science of the University of Bologna and the Associazione Orlando of Bologna, a day-long conference titled Spostare gli sguardi: la storia delle donne tra world history e storia transnazionale [Shifting the Gaze: Women’s History between World History and Transnational History]. The speakers included Elisabetta Vezzosi and Silvia Salvatici, who gave an overview of the relationship between world history and women’s history; Elda Guerra and Susanna Garroni, who analyzed the role of two transnational women’s organizations in the first half of the 20th century, namely the International Woman Suffrage Alliance and the Women International League for Peace and Freedom; and several young women historians, who have just completed research on transnational women’s issues, such as Lucia Sorbera (who works on the Egyptian Women’s Union at the beginning of the 20th century), Maria Grazia Suriano (who focuses on the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom) and Elena Bignami (whose work deals with anarchist women in the second half of the 19th century).

On January 17 and 18, 2008 SIS, together with the Società Ialiana per lo Studio dell’Età Moderna [Italian Association for the Study of Modern History] and the Department of History and Civilization will organize a conference titled Pubblico e pubblici di Antico regime [Ancien regime public and publics], which will be held at the European University Institute in Florence. Its aim is to revisite the categories of the “public” and the “public sphere” in Modern history (with a focus on the 16th and 17th centuries) in light of the more recent scholarship on the subject.

PRIZES
On March 8, a celebration for the winners of the Premio Gisa Giani, which is organized by SIS, together with the Institute for Business Culture and History Franco Momigliano (ICSIM), took place in Terni. The winner of this year’s edition was Alessandra Gissi for her book titled Le segrete manovre delle donne. Levatrici in Italia dall’Unità al Fascismo [Women’s Secret Tricks: Midwives in Italy from Unification to Fascism] (Roma: Biblink, 2006). Gissi’s work analyzes the policies carried out after Italy’s unification until Fascism to regulate obstetricians’ work. It highlights the forms of continuity and change between the Liberal and the Fascist periods, through a study of the Opera Nazionale Maternità e Infanzia (ONMI) and the role of midwives in the Fascist regime’s demographic policies. Other works that were mentioned included: Angelica Vitiello, Il tempo delle ostetriche condotte: formazione e autonomia professionale. Un percorso di ricerca tra carte d’archivio e racconti [The Time of Midwives: Education and Professional Autonomy. Research between Archives and Accounts], which was published in the Italian journal “Studi Pisani fuori dall’ombra” (n.14, 2006); Rosalita Colosso, Le donne del lago, 1880-1960 [Women of the Lake, 1880-1960] (Brescia: Grafo edizioni, 2006). Whereas Vitiello’s research is devoted to the female teachers and students of Pisa’s school for levatrici, Colosso’s book analyzes women’s work and its importance for the regional econmy, by focusing on female jobs, such as silk, wool and cotton filatura, which declined between the First and the Second World War. 

The deadline for the 2007 edition was October 31, 2007.

On December 6, the winners of the 18th edition of the Premio Franca Pieroni Bortolotti will be announced in Florence. The doctoral and undergraduate theses that have been selected this year are: Elena Bottoni, Scritture dell’anima. Esperienze religiosi femminili nella Toscana del Settecento [ Writings of the Soul: Women’s Religious Experiences in 18th Century Tuscany], for the first prize; Anna Badino, Immigrare a Torino negli anni del boom. L’esperienza femminile tra lavoro e vita privata [Migrating to Turin during the Years of the “Economic Miracle:” Women’s Experiences between Work and Family Life] and Maddalena Perfetti, Il Trattato di Roma e le origini delle “Pari Opportunità” [The Rome Treaty and the Origins of “Equal Opportunities”], for the second prize. 

SUMMER SCHOOL
The 2007 of SIS’s Summer School was devoted to the topic Lavoro. Diritti migrazioni identità [Work. Rights migrations identities]. It took place in Fiesole, near Firenze, between August 29 and September 4. Over the week there were formal classes as well as seminars, centered around the following themes: Work and Citizenship by Simonetta Soldani, Modernity’s Jobs: Women’s Work, Employment and Firms in the 20th century by Barbara Curli, Between Protection and Equality. Women’s Rights in the Workplace by Elena Urso, Women, Migrations and Domestic Work by Raffaella Sarti and Jacqueline Andall, Working as Women, Working for Women by Valeria Maione, Work, Family, Welfare Systems by Paola Villa, The “Good Occupation” by Alessandra Pescarolo. On September 3 a roundtable took place, titled Working Today between New Forms of Servitude and Life Projects, which was coordinated by Alessandra Pescarolo and included the following speakers: Franca Alacevich, Donatella Barazzetti, Susanna Camusso, Bruno Manghi, Paola Villa. Throughout the week the following videos were shown: The Woman who Works by Ugo Zatterin, which was presented by Elisabetta Girotto; A Voyage in Women’s 20th Century: a Political Story, directed by Nella Condorelli; and Limits on Access: Notes on being a Historian, directed by Sara Pozzoli and Vanessa Roghi and based on a series of interviews carried out during SIS’s Fourth Congress, held in Rome in February 2007.

RESEARCH PROJECTS
SIS is organizing a research group on “Women, Health and Care,” which seeks to address recent scholarship concerning the history of medicine and health, by taking into account its cultural, social, material and gendered aspects. The group is particularly concerned with the Italian case, about which little is known, both in terms of sources and in terms of methodology.

People interested in this project should contact:

Donatella Barbina (Istituto Superiore di Sanità, Rome), Maria Conforti (University of Rome La Sapienza, Biblioteca di Storia di Medicina – maria.conforti@uniroma1.it), Patrizia Guarnieri (University of Florence – pguarnieri@unifi.it).

PUBLICATIONS

SIS has just published a new volume of its journal Genesis, titled “One Woman, One Vote.” The idea of devoting an entire issue to this topic was spurred by the fact that 2006 marked the 70th anniversary of women’s vote in Italy as well as in France. The issue analyzes the question of women’s citizenship from a comparative and historical perspective, and delves into the question of the meaning of women’s exclusion from the political sphere, and the strategies carried out by women to claim their political and public rights as citizens.

Nadia Maria Filippini and Anna Scattigno, eds., Una democrazia incompiuta. Donne e politica in Italia dall’Ottocento ai nostri giorni [An Incomplete Democracy. Women and Politics in Italy from the 19th Century to the Present], Milano: Franco Angeli, 2007

This edited collection analyzes the question of Italian women’s limited political participation and presence inside the Parliament and in local governments. By using a historical and, indeed, interdisciplinary approach, it looks at various moments of Ital’s national and 20th century history, in order to highlight the peculiarity of Italian women’s relationship with politics. 

Contact Information

Società Italiana delle Storiche

Via della Lungara 19

00165 Rome Italy

Tel/Fax +39-06-6872823

segreteria@societadellestoriche.it 

www.societadellestoriche.it

NETHERLANDS

NEWS
We are pleased to announce the following 
Scholarship opportunity:

Students from specific countries can apply for a scholarship to attend the 12th annual Summer Institute on Sexuality, Culture and Society to be held at the International School for Humanities and Social Sciences, Universiteit van Amsterdam from July 6 - August 2, 2008. Scholarships are
also available for the 2nd annual Summer Institute on Alcohol, Drugs and Addiction to be held at the International School from July 13 -July 25, 2008. The programmes are intensive, cross cultural and taught by an international faculty.  For more details over the programmes, please visit our website. http://www.ishss.uva.nl/Summer.html
 
For more information over the Summer Institute on Sexuality Culture and Society:

http://www.ishss.uva.nl/SummerInstitute/index.html

For more information over the Summer Institute on Alcohol, Drugs and Addiction:

http://www.ishss.uva.nl/Addiction/index.html
 
Scholarships are provided through the NUFFIC Fellowships for Short Courses
2008:see

http://www.nuffic.nl/nederlandse-organisaties/services/capacity-building/n
fp/nfp-short-courses  

The Nuffic Fellowship will pay for transportation, living expenses, course tuition 
and course materials.  

For a list of eligibility requirements please view the Nuffic website.  For a list of participating

countries, please see

http://www.nuffic.nl/nederlandse-organisaties/services/capacity-building/nf
p/nfp-country-list
*Please note that the deadline for the Nuffic scholarship is February 1, 2008. Nuffic applicants must first apply to the Summer Institute and be accepted before they can apply for the Nuffic scholarship.  The normal
application fee is waived for Nuffic candidates.  

 
On the Summer Institute website under the hyperlink 'application' you will find an Adobe file which contains the official application form. You can print this out, fill it in and send it back 

to us.

If you have any further questions please do not 

hesitate to contact us.

Mirjam Schieveld, Amy Abdou
Courier Address 
Summer Institute ISHSS
Prins Hendrikkade 189-B
1011TD Amsterdam
The Netherlands
phone: +31 20 525.3776
fax: +31 20 525.3778
E-mail: summerinstitute-ishss@uva.nl
http://www.ishss.uva.nl/Summer.html

ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES:

Afghanistan, Iran, Albania, Ivory Coast, Armenia, Jordan, Autonomous Palestinian Territories, Kenya, Bangladesh, Macedonia, Benin, Mali, Bhutan, Moldova, Bolivia, Mongolia, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Mozambique, Brazil, Namibia, Burkina Faso, Nepal, Cambodia, Nicaragua, Cape Verde, Nigeria, China¹, Pakistan, Colombia, Peru, Costa Rica, Philippines,Cuba, Rwanda, Ecuador, Senegal, Egypt, South Africa, El Salvador, Sri Lanka, Eritrea, Surina, Ethiopia,Tanzania, Georgia,Thailand, Ghana, Uganda, Guatemala, Vietnam, Guinea-Bissau, Yemen, Honduras, Zambia, India, Zimbabwe, Indonesia
¹Excluding citizens from Hong Kong and Macao


SWEDEN
NEWS
The Swedish National Association (SKOGH, Sveriges kvinno-och genushistoriker) had its annual meeting 28-29 November in Uppsala, in the magnificent old university building. The subject this year was “How do vi teach gender history? History education at Universities and Colleges?” The convenors (the SKOGH board, now in of Uppsala, had asked the key note speakers in advance to reflect on special questions as “How do we create best possible gender consciousness in our teaching?” “Should the gender perspective be integrated in mainstream curriculum or should we have separated gender classes in history.” 

Yvonne Svanstrom, Stockholm University, was the first speaker. She had called her introduction “Feminism or Gender? Integration or separation? Vision and reality.” Yvonne Svanstrom recommended a double strategy, to integrate gender as much as possible, but also to have special gender classes in order to teach a more sophisticated theory and methodology and encourage  “the dedicated ones” to continue with post graduate studies. She also recommended us to open up the curricula for new subjects that young people today are interested in -  globalisation, post colonialism, world poverty, environment issues, migration etc. Let us learn more about these subjects as teachers and let us help the students to analyse them from a gender perspective. 

The second speaker was Jens Rydstrom, Stockholm university. His theme was Integration and Intersectionality. Like Svanstrom he recommended the double strategy – both separate courses and mainstream. He used his own department in Stockholm as a case study and gave an overview of how gender history hade changed during the last 15 years. From women’s history to gender history, to identity history- gender, class, ethnicity, sexuality and now the course is called theory of social categorisation. And it is still compulsory for all history students and gender is still a heavy part of it. He also brought up a subject for discussion – how to handle the sense of fatigue for gender perspective that students sometimes express. 

A very vivid and interesting debate followed after Svanstroms and Rydstroms introductions, where all sorts of teaching experiences were exchanged and good advice and hints for teaching of gender history were communicated.

Later all participants had the chance to present their ongoing research in smaller groups. The conference ended with a panel discussion, where Christine Bladh, Kirsti Niskanen, Mats Morell and Gunlog Fur discussed gender teaching from different points of view. 

The members of SKOGH were grateful for a very good organised and interesting conference. Thank you Uppsala. 

NEW DISSERTATIONS IN 2006 (with English Summaries)
Almgren, Nina, Kvinnororelsen och efterkrigsplaneringen. Statsfeminism i svensk arbetsmarknadspolitik, Umea univeritet, 2006

Axelsson, Maria, Ifragasatta foretagare: konkursforvaltares syn på kvinnor och man som företagsgaldenarer under 1900-talet, Goteborgs universitet, 2006

Hansen, Anna, Ordnade hushall: genus och kontroll i Jamtland under 1600-talet, Uppsala universitet, 2006.

Jonsson, Malin, Kvinnors arbete och hushallens forsorjning; vavinkomstens betydelse for hushallsekonomin i Siljansbygden 1938-1955, Uppsala universitet, 2006

Mahdi, Hauwa, Gender & citizenship: Hausa women’s political identity from the Caliphate to the Protectorate, Goteborg universitet, 2006.

Af Petersens, Lovisa, Formering for offentlighet: kvinnokonferenser och Svenska Kvinnors Nationalforbund kring sekelskiftet 1900, Stockholms universitet, 2006.

Skold, Johanna, Fosterbarnsindustri eller manniskokarlek: barn, familjer och utackorderingsbyran i Stockholm 1890-1925. Stockholms universitet, 2006

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
Gender, space and borders. The IX Conference of Nordic Women’s and Gender Historians, 11-14 August, 2008, Reykjavik, Island. (www. qhist08.is)

Beyond Suffrage. Nordic workshop on Gender, Politics and Citizenship. Sodertorn University College, 12th of June 2008. (www.shi.sh.se)

Christina Florin

Stockholm University

SWITZERLAND

EVENTS AND CONFERENCES
Equality in Towns /Gleichstellung in den Städten

Friday, April. 4th and Saturday, April, 5th 2008, 9.00 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Place: Volkshaus, Stauffacherstrasse 60, Zürich

Kosten: Fr. 300.–

Information and enrollment: www.equality-in-towns.ch

What are the challenges in regard of equality towns and cities are facing now a days? Cities are confronted with social and demographic changes that call for action. Interesting projects and renown lecturers give the opportunity for networking. The cities of Berne, Basel, Geneva and Zurich invite people from different fields working in European communities to attend this event.

PUBLICATIONS

Caroline Bühler: „Die Pflegi“. Ein Spital für Frauen – von Frauen geschaffen und geprägt. Zürich 2007. 

Alfred Fritschi: Schwestersturm. Zur Sozialgeschichte der weiblichen Berufskrankenpflege in der Schweiz 1850-1930. Zürich 2006. 

Dominique Grisard, Jana Häberlein, Anelis Kaiser, Sibylle Saxer (Ed.): Gender in Motion. Die Konstruktion von Geschlecht in Raum und Erzählung, Frankfurt a. M./New York 2007.

Nicole Gysin: Angst vor Frauenquoten? Die Geschichte der Quoteninitiative 1993-2000, Wettingen 2007. 

Christine Kanz (Hg.): Zerreissproben / Double Bind. Familie und Geschlecht in der deutschen Literatur des 18. und des 19. Jahrhunderts. Wettingen 2007. 

Meike Lemke, Cornelia Ruhe, Marion Woelki, Béatrice Ziegler: "Genus oeconomicum. Ökonomie - Macht - Geschlechterverhältnisse." Konstanz 2006. 

Paloma Martino: Geschichte der europäischen Frauen-Union - Sektion Schweiz. Studien zur Zeitgeschichte Band 8. Frauenfeld 2007. 

Beatrix Mesmer: Staatsbürgerinnen ohne Stimmrecht. Die Politik der schweizerischen Frauenverbände 1914–1971. Zürich 2007. 

Shalini Randeria: Border Crossings – Grenzverschiebungen und Grenzüberschreitungen in einer globalisierten Welt. Zürcher Hochschulforum Band 42. 

Martina Sochin: „Du Mägdlein höre!“ Das Höhere Töchterinstitut St. Elisabeth 1935-1994, Fribourg 2007 (= Religion – Politik – Gesellschaft in der Schweiz, Bd. 48).

Tanja Wirz: Gipfelstürmerinnen. Eine Geschlechtergeschichte des Alpinismus in der Schweiz 1840-1940, Baden 2007.

Béatrice Ziegler: Arbeit – Körper – Öffentlichkeit. Berner und Bieler Frauen zwischen Diskurs und Alltag (1919–1945). Zürich 2007. 

Isabel Zorn, Susanne Maass, Els Rommes, Carola Schirmer, Heidi Schelhowe: Gender Designs IT. Construction and Deconstruction of Information Society Technology. Aus der Reihe: Studien Interdisziplinäre Geschlechterforschung Bd. 13. Wiesbaden 2007. 

C ALL FOR PAPERS 

June 14, 2008 – Call for abstracts November 30, 2007
Diffusion des savoirs féministe / transmission of knowledge

Date: 14. Juni 2008

Place: Universität in Fribourg

Abstracts: 30.11.2007
Le comité de FemWiss travaille à la préparation du prochain colloque, sur la question de la transmission des savoirs féministes. L'idée d'un tel colloque est née de l'irritation face à la manière dont les questions d'égalité entre les sexes sont abordées dans les débats de société et dans les médias, face aux résistances que les revendications féministes continuent de soulever et à la remise en cause d'un combat que certain-e-s jugent dépassé. Il est surprenant de constater à quel point ces débats sont peu fondés scientifiquement, alors qu'il existe de nombreuses recherches en études féministes et études genre qui démontrent la persistance des inégalités et la prégnance d'une division sexuée du monde social.
· Comment expliquer que les débats scientifiques sur le genre restent si souvent confinés aux milieux universitaires?

· Où sont les intellectuelles féministes qui prennent part aux débats de société?

· Comment les chercheuses pouraient-elles davantage faire connaître leurs travaux par le biais de médias?

· Quels réseaux de transmission activer entre science et société pour pallier cette carence dans le transfert des savoirs?

· Comment abattre les barrières entre chercheuses universitaires et femmes à l'extérieur du monde académique?

Ces questions seront abordées dans le cadre d'un colloque d'une journée, qui aura lieu le 14 juin 2008 à l'Université de Fribourg. Nous prévoyons differents ateliers, qui traiteront de la transmission des savoirs féministes dans le domaine des médias, de la politique, de la formation et de l'économie, avec la participation de chercheuses et de professionnelles de ces domaines respectifs. Plutôt que de s'appesantir sur les résistances et le backlash, la question sera plutôt celles des stratégies à développer pour une meilleure transmission des savoirs.

Nous souhaitons confronter des contributions théoriques et pratiques des analyses et des expériences. Dans cette optique, cet appel s'adresse aussi bien aux chercheuses qui ont réalisé des expériences de diffusion de leurs travaux dans ces secteurs, qu'aux féministes travaillant comme professionelles dans ces mêmes secteurs et qui s'interrogent sur les résistances rencontrées par les idées et revendications féministes.
Further information on the call for paper or on the poster presentation: www.femwiss.ch Tagung

Assessing inequalities in the access to well-being from a gender perspective (Workshop)

Date: september 5 2008

Place: University of Geneva

Abstract proposals of no more than 300 words are to be submitted by email (sylvie.burgnard@ses.unige.ch) before November 30, 2007. The organizing committee will give notification of acceptance before the end of 2007. Full contributions should be sent before June 30, 2008.

Description: In the context of the wider definition of health and the struggle against (new) poverty, the concept of well-being is becoming central. Yet it is still often reduced to certain easily measurable dimensions, like wages or other rough indicators used in public policy evaluations. In spite of numerous attempts to understand and measure well-being, a long road still lies ahead before reaching a consensus on an approach which is not reductionist but nevertheless can be operationalized. This means overcoming two main drawbacks of most work to date, i.e. sectorial approaches and lack of heterogeneity. We believe therefore that the introduction of the gender approach provides an opportunity for multidisciplinary work that stresses the diversity of individual fates, roles and situations.

Le travail social au risque de la sexualité (et réciproquement) (Event)

Dépôt des manuscrits: jusqu’au 1er décembre 2007

Décision de la rédaction (après consultation du comité de lecture): mars 2008

Bon pour publication (sur article mis en page): juillet 2008

Parution: n° 27, septembre 2008 (Après parution, rencontre entre auteurs et lecteurs du numéro)

Dossier coordonné par Nordine Touil (formateur-consultant à l’IREIS Rhône-Alpes. Tel : 04 77 10 13 78 / mail : nordinet@ireis.org). Marc Trigueros, secrétaire de rédaction. 04 67 07 82 73 / Mel : lesociographe@irts-lr.fr Le sociographe. 1011, rue du pont de Lavérune. CS 70022. F-34077 Montpellier cedex 3.www.lesociographe.org

Le travailleur social reconnaît-il un sexe ou une vie sexuée à son usager ? Les usagers ont-ils un sexe ? Les travailleurs sociaux ont-ils un sexe ?

Le travail social est traversé par des réalités sexuelles et des réalités de sexe. Pas toujours parlées, ces réalités demeurent, malgré l’évolution de notre société, des thèmes à géométrie variable, à expression modérée et souvent taboue. La dimension du non dit, (parfois du non pensé ou du non réfléchi) semble tendre à créer des zones parfois secrètes ou ignorantes des désirs, besoins, ou souhaits d’usagers à caractéristiques multiples.

Ces deux réalités se recouvrent-elles ? S’articulent-elles ? Se rencontrent-elles ?

L’objet de ce numéro est donc de mettre en lumière des pratiques, des réflexions, des analyses, des témoignages permettant de mieux saisir ce qui se joue aujourd’hui autour de la sexualité et des questions liées au sexe dans l’intervention sociale, médico-sociale et l’éducation.

Work in Progress Etudes Genre (Event)

Date: 3 et 4 avril 2008

Place: Université de Lausanne

Proposition de contribution à envoyer jusqu’au 15 décembre 2007 à Info-Liege@unil.ch (200 à 300 mots, en attaché, format word ou rtf). La sélection des contributions sera effectuée le 21 décembre 2007.

Une publication sera réalisée, présentant les contributions retenues et rendues en forme et dans les temps (2 à 5 pages A4, soit 8 à 20'000 signes).

Les textes sont attendus pour le 20 février 2008.

Le LIEGE (Laboratoire interuniversitaire en Etudes Genre) organise pour la septième année des journées d’études francophones « Work in Progress » consacrées aux recherches axées sur des problématiques de genre. Les contributions portent sur des questions intégrant une perspective de genre, traitées à un niveau théorique ou empirique. Les présentations visent à ouvrir une discussion et une réflexion sur les rapports sociaux de sexe. L’atelier s’adresse en particulier aux chercheuses et chercheurs débutant·e·s des universités de Lausanne, Genève, Neuchâtel et Fribourg, tout en restant ouvert à toute proposition de communication externe.
Un Work in progress Etudes Genre destiné aux travaux des étudiant·e·s de la HES-SO sera par ailleurs organisé par le LIEGE le 6 mars 2008 à Genève.
Ce Work in Progress est l’occasion
• De présenter les projets en cours ou les résultats de recherches en Etudes Genre (travaux de licence, de diplôme, thèses, projets FNRS, etc.)
• d’échanger entre chercheuses et chercheurs de différentes disciplines et de différents niveaux académiques, dans un contexte convivial et informel
• de créer des liens entre personnes s’occupant des questions d’égalité dans les universités et personnes intéressées par les Etudes Genre
• de visibiliser le développement des Etudes Genre (publication d’un recueil des textes)

Le travail des femmes dans les montagnes européennes (Colloque international)

Date et lieu: 12-13 septembre 2008, Mendrisio

Proposition de contribution à envoyer jusqu’au 15 décembre 2007 à: Prof. Nelly Valsangiacomo. Section d’histoire, Quartier UNIL-Dorigny, Bâtiment Anthropole, CH-1015 Lausanne. nelly.valsangiacomo@unil.ch

Formes et modèles, entre formation, activités, professions et valeurs sociales, XVIIIe-XXe siècles

Organisation : Université de Lausanne - Laboratorio di Storia delle Alpi, Università della Svizzera italiana - Associazione Archivi Riuniti delle Donne Ticino

Chaque proposition sera soumise au comité scientifique qui évaluera son intérêt. Il sera aussi pris en considération l'équilibre soit entre les périodes et les régions étudiés soit les divers types d'approche proposés. Langues du colloque: français et italien


UNITED KINGDOM
NEWS

The Women’s History Network (UK) offers a yearly Book Prize for an author’s first single authored book that makes a significant contribution to women’s history or gender history, and is written in an accessible style that is rewarding to the general reader of history.   The Panel of judges this year were – Professor Ann Laurence, the Open University: Professor Barbara Bush, Sheffield Hallam University: Dr Kathryn Gleadle, Mansfield College, Oxford: Dr Mary Joannou, Anglia Ruskin University, with Professor June Purvis, University of Portsmouth, as Chair.  As on previous occasions, the judges were very impressed with the quality of the entries and the Prize was awarded to this year to Karen Jones for Gender and Petty Crime in Late Medieval England (Boydell).  Unfortunately, because of illness, Karen was unable to attend the Women’s History Network’s annual conference held this year at the University of Winchester, where the Prize is presented, and had sent in a statement which was read out, on her behalf.  

     The Clare Evans Essay Prize, for an essay in gender history, was not awarded this year.  Further information about both awards may be found on the Women’s History Network (UK) website www.women’shistorynetwork.org
CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND EXHIBITIONS

The Institute of Historical Research, University of London, continues to hold regular Women’s History Seminars throughout the year, details of which may be found on www.history.ac.uk/ihrseminars/women.html   The seminars offered for the autumn term of 2007 were  – Amanda Vickery, Royal Holloway, University of London, ‘An Englishman’s home is his castle?’; Margherita Rendel, London, ‘Women’s suffrage in Devon from 1866’; Kat Bradley, University of Kent, ‘ “An unfailing source of information, reminiscence and wit”: women and the university settlements in London, 1918 – 1865’; Emma Robertson, Sheffield Hallam, ‘’ “I think I was the only Chinese girl working there”: race and gender at the Rowntree Chocolate factory, York c. 1930-1988’; Cathy McClive, University of Durham, ‘Hermaphrodites and sexual difference in Early Modern France’.

The Women’s Library, London Metropolitan University, offers a regular programme of study days, talks and other events, details of which can be found on www.thewomenslibrary.ac.uk   A study day held on 22 September 2007 had the title ‘Dare to be Free!  Women Freedom League 1907-61’ which included the opportunity to explore the campaigns of the League and to reflect on its legacy through an examination of original documents.   On 3 November, the focus of another study day was on ‘In Praise of the Spinster!’ and included papers by Marion Roberts, ‘Close encounters: Anna Sward and her men’; Virginia Nicholson, ‘Singled out: single women after World War One’, and Katherine Holden, University of the West of England, Bristol, ‘The shadow of marriage; unmarried women in mid twentieth-century England’.   The final study day, for the autumn 2007, was held on 23 November on the subject of New Perspectives on Lone Mothers’, with papers from Pat Thane, Institute of Historical Research; Hilary Land, University of Bristol; Tanya Evans, Institute of Historical Research; Janet Fink, Open University; Maria Luddy, University of Warwick; Vanessa May, University of Manchester, and Ginger Frost, Stamford University.  In addition, the Women’s Library also organised during the autumn of 2007 some guided walking tours of London. 

The Women’s Library Exhibition, ‘Action Women: the real story of the Women’s Institutes’ was on show in the foyer until 1 September 2007.  This autumn the Women’s Library continues with its exhibitions with ‘Sinners, Scroungers, Saints: lone mothers, past and present’, until 29 March 2008.

The Women’s Library Director, Antonia Byatt, left the Library at the end of July 2007 to become Director of Literature Strategy at the Arts Council.

The Women’s History Network (UK) held its annual conference this year, 7-9 September, at the University of Winchester on the topic of ‘Collecting Women’s Lives’.  Keynote speakers were Barnita Bagchi, the Institute of Development Studies, Calcutta, who spoke on ‘The history of women’s education in India’ and Dorothy Sheridan, Mass Observation Archive, University of Sussex, whose talk focussed on mass observation diaries.  110 delegates from 17 countries attended the conference, enjoyed the papers, the good weather (it was not raining!) and the music of the Hampshire Youth Orchestra which played at the Reception.  The subject matter of the papers was very varied and focused on a number of different countries.  A novel feature this year was the Artist in Residence, Alex Hoare, who had been commissioned to create a work of art which will be made and exhibited as part of the Conference and retained as a record for future generations of women.  The work will use both historical and contemporary imagery, alongside sound and film, to create an installation which reflects on the relationship between women of the past and the present.  Paper givers were asked to send pictures and quotations to Alex about the women who were the subjects of their papers.

A number of other conferences were held throughout the year:

· ‘Life Histories/Women’s Histories’, Centre for Life History Research, Centre for Continuing Education, University of Sussex in partnership with the Southern Region of the Women’s History Network, 17 February 2007

· The Institute of English Studies, University of London, a one day conference on ‘Harriet Martineau: subjects and subjectivities’, 21 April 2007

· West of England and South Wales History Network, one day conference on ‘Women on the Margins in 19th Century Bristol’, 21 April 2007, University of West of England Bristol

· Women’s History Scotland and Shetland Museum and Archives, ‘A Woman’s Island?  Women in Shetland-Past, Present and Future’, 20-22 April 2007, Hays Dock, Lerwick, Shetland

· Women’s History Network (Midlands Region), Women’s Gender and Leisure, 12 May 2007, University of Worcester

· ‘Lesbian Existence and the Lesbian Continuum’, International Interdisciplinary Conference, University College, Dublin, 14-16 June 2007

· West of England and South Wales Women’s History Network, ‘Women on the move: refugees, migration and exile’, 23 June 2007, University of the West of England Bristol

· ‘Winifred Holtby (1898-1935): a colloquium’, organised by Mary Joannou and Marion Shaw, Anglia Ruskin University, 6 October 2007-11-15

· ‘Scotland, Union and Empire’, 18th Annual Workshop of the Economic History Society Women’s Committee, University of Edinburgh

PUBLICATIONS

A number of books and edited collections have been published including the following:

A. Taylor Allen, Women in Twentieth-Century Europe (Palgrave/Macmillan)

H. Barker, The Business of Women: female enterprise and urban development in Northern England 1760-1830 (Oxford University Press)

C. Beattie, Medieval Single Women (Oxford University Press)

C. de Bellaigue, Education Women: schooling and identity in England and France, 1800-1867 (Oxford University Press)

A. Bernau, Virgins: a cultural history (Granta)


M. Boussahba-Bravard (Ed) Suffrage Outside Suffragism: women’s vote in Britain, 1880-1914 (Palgrave/Macmillan)

J. Bourke, Rape: a history from 1860 to the present (Virago)

L. Broughton and H. Rogers (Eds) Gender and Fatherhood in the Nineteenth Century (Palgrave/Macmillan)

J. Bush, Women Against the Vote: female anti-suffragism in Britain (Oxford University Press)

D. Cameron, The Myth of Mars and Venus: do men and women really speak different languages? (Oxford University Press)

A. Capern, The Historical Study of Women England, 1500-1700 (Palgrave/Macmillan)

C. Clay, British Women Writers 1914-1945: professional work and friendship (Ashgate)

L. Colley, The Ordeal of Elizabeth Marsh: a woman in world history (HarperPress)

K. Cowman, Women of the Right Spirit: paid organisers of the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) 1903-18 (Manchester University Press)

R. Davidson and S. Vine, The Great Big Glorious Book for Girls (Viking)

J. Daybell, Women Letter-Writers in Tudor England (Oxford University Press)

S. Evangelisti, Nuns: a history of convent life 1450-1700 (Oxford University Press)

A. Fell and I. Sharp (Eds) The Women’s Movement in Wartime: international perspectives, 1914-19 (Palgrave/Macmillan)

K. Fisher, Birth Control, Sex, and Marriage in Britain 1918-1960 (Oxford University Press)

A. Froide, Never Married: singlewomen in Early Modern England (Oxford University Press)

G. Greer, Shakespeare’s Wife (Bloomsbury)

B. A. Hanawalt, The Wealth of Wives: women, law and economy in late medieval London (Oxford University Press)

S. Stanley Holton, Quaker Women: personal life, memory and radicalism in the lives of women friends, 1780-1930 (Routledge)

J. Jordan, Josephine Butler (Continuum, paperback edition)
C. Kelly., Mrs. Duberly’s War, journal and letters from the Crimea 1854-6 (Oxford University Press)

A. Light, Mrs. Woolf and the Servants (Fig Tree)

J. Malcolm, Two Lives: Gertrude and Alice (Yale)

C. Midgley, Feminism and Empire: women activists in imperial Britain, 1790-1865 (Routledge)

V. Nicholson, Singled Out: how two millions women survived without men after the First World War (Viking)
S. Oldfield, Jeannie, an ‘Army of One’ Mrs. Nassau Senior, 1828 -1877- the first woman in Whitehall (Sussex Academic Press)

A. Oram, ‘Her husband was a woman!’: women’s gender-crossing and modern British popular culture (Routledge)

K. Pickles, Transnational Outrage: the death and commemoration of Edith Cavell (Manchester University Press)

D. Simonton, The Routledge History of Women in Europe since 1700 (Routledge, paperback edition)

H. L. Smith, The British Women’s Suffrage Campaign 1866-1928 (Pearson/Longman, second edition)

C. Steedman, Master and Servant: love and labour in the English industrial age (University of Cambridge Press)

P. Tinkler, Smoke Signals: women, smoking and visual culture (Berg)

J. Vellacott, Pacifists, Patriots and the Vote: the erosion of democratic suffragism in Britain during the First World War (Palgrave/Macmillan)

H. Walton, Literature, Theology and Feminism (Manchester University Press)

Compiled by June Purvis


UNITED STATES
NEWS

News of the Southern Association for Women Historians (SAWH)

SAWH Honors Anne Firor Scott 

Last November, the Southern Association for Women Historians began fund-raising for its new Anne Firor Scott Mid-Career Fellowship, which will be awarded on a competitive basis to support research in women’s history. This award will be unique in benefiting typically overlooked colleagues in the middle of their career tracks by helping them to begin or to complete a second book or other major project.  

By establishing this award, SAWH seeks to recognize an exemplary historian whose work, as both a scholar and a teacher, helped establish and shape the field of women’s history. We seek contributions toward an endowment for the Anne Firor Scott Fellowship. If you would like to support our fund-raising effort, please send your check to the following address: 

Professor Megan Taylor Shockley

Executive Secretary, SAWH

Clemson University

Department of History

Hardin Hall

Clemson, SC 29634

Please designate your donation for the “Anne Firor Scott Fellowship” in the memo line of your check.

News of the Western Association for Women Historians (WAWH)

The WAWH is preparing for its 40th annual conference that will be held May 15-18, 2008, at the University of British Columbia, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Merry Wiesner-Hanks, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, will be the keynote speaker. This is the first meeting outside of the United States for the WAWH. At the 2008 conference, the WAWH will award its four annual awards and prizes: the Founders’ Dissertation Fellowship, the Judith Lee Ridge Prize, the Barbara “Penny” Kanner Prize, and the Frances Richardson Keller-Sierra Prize.

Frances Richardson Keller, a member of WAWH since 1973, and a past president of WAWH and CCWH, passed away June 25, 2007, in Cleveland, Ohio, at the age of 92. Among her legacies to this organization is the endowment of the annual Frances Richardson Keller-Sierra Prize. Although she retired from her teaching position at San Francisco State University in 1975, she continued her scholarly activities. In May, she attended WAWH’s annual conference at the University of San Diego. The following memorial was delivered by WAWH Past President, Nupur Chaudhuri, her friend of over thirty years, on September 29, 2007, at her memorial service in Oakland, California.
“In her autobiographical essay “A Graduate Student’s Odyssey,” published in Voices of Women Historians: The Personal, The Political, The Professional, Frances Richardson Keller wrote that when she started in the 1960s as a Ph.D. student, “women’s history, black history and ethnic history were realms in the future.” By the time she died, all of these fields had been strongly established in academia. Frances’ scholarship, her activities, and her teaching contributed to this establishment. In that collection of essays, Eileen Boris and I claimed Frances and her cohort as “makers of history, both as individual subjects and as a professional  generation.” One thing we failed to mention that many of these women, especially Frances, were also institution builders. Today, I am going to talk about Frances Richardson Keller, a maker of history and an institution builder. 

In the 1960’s and early 1970’s, like many of her generation, Frances experienced political activism of the student, civil rights, and women’s movements. Her experiences inside and outside the classroom impacted her entire professional life. Two main themes emerged in all of her writings: gender and race. Perhaps her experiences as a student in the University of Chicago as well as the outside world motivated her to write her dissertation on Charles Waddell Chesnutt. Chesnutt was an African American novelist and politician who insisted on his African American heritage even though he could have passed for white--a person who, like herself, tried to build a new course for marginalized people.

Frances published extensively. Her books include: An American Crusade: The Life of Charles Waddell Chestnut (Brigham Young University, 1978), Women in Western Tradition: Viewing Our Heritage (Edwin Mellen, 1989), Fictions of U.S. History: A Theory and Four Illustrations (Indiana University Press, 2002).  Last year her translation of Anna Julia Cooper’s Slavery and the French Revolution was republished by Rowman and Little. In all of her works Frances tried to recover “truth” and bring the marginalized to the center.

Analysis of her professional life and actions shed further light about the professional life of female historians from 1960’s to the late 1980’s. Women historians hardly had any cohorts in their own institutions, and rarely had any female faculty teaching them as students. They were isolated and without any mentors. Because of budget cuts in the 1970’s, many women historians worked as adjunct faculty. Frances met the same fate. She taught as an adjunct faculty member throughout her life. In the early 1970s, she joined the West Coast Association of Women Historians, which was the forerunner of the current Western Association of Women Historians (WAWH). Here she found other women historians like Barbara “Penny” Kanner, with whom she established a life-long friendship. Frances understood the potential of an organization of women historians to promote the interests of women historians. Among all the organizations she was involved with, WAWH was her first love. 

Frances was one of the founders of the Sierra Prize, a WAWH-sponsored prize for the best book written by a WAWH member. She believed that the organization needed to promote women historians’ work, and awarding a prize was the way to do it. Since 1982, the organization has awarded a prize to thirty-three books. From 1982 to 2006, the prize was $250. In 2006, Frances and her husband, Bill Rhetta, generously contributed enough money to endow the Sierra Prize. As a result of their generosity, the WAWH board voted to rename the award the Frances Richardson Keller-Sierra Prize, and raise the amount of the award to $500.00. With this announcement, more donations came in. Many of these additional contributions were made in Bill’s memory. At the 2006 WAWH awards banquet, with Frances in attendance, we were able to announce that the award had been raised to $800. As additional donations have arrived in memory of Frances, we hope to raise the award to $1,000 to honor her vision of creating this book prize. This is an example of her work in institution building. 

Frances also worked with Dr. Martin Ridge to establish the Ridge Article Prize for  WAWH. She always wanted to publish the achievements of the WAWH, especially the annual meetings. Once she invited a male speaker, a well-known Japanese historian, to address the Saturday luncheon during the annual conference. His speech offended most of us in attendance because of the non-feminist topic. I told Frances that most of the feminists, including me, were extremely offended. Her response to my complaint was, “feminists including you, will forgive me when we get Natalie Zemon Davis elected as the President of the American Historical Association.” I did not understand what she meant. Then she clarified her statement. She had invited this historian with the understanding that he would second the motion when she nominated Natalie for the AHA presidency. And Natalie was elected president of the AHA. Frances taught me how to negotiate to get things done. 

But more importantly, Frances wanted to help and mentor a younger generation of women historians by spearheading dissertation prize for the WAWH. She knew that women historians hardly received any mentoring. She believed that women historians both as individuals and as members of organizations should nurture and mentor their junior colleagues and graduate students. Hence she took upon herself to mentor her junior colleagues. Her home was open to women historians, whether they were living in the Bay Area or coming to conferences like  AHA or WAWH. In 2009, WAWH will be 40 years old. A large part of its success is due to Frances Richardson Keller. 

It would be quite difficult to talk about Frances as an institution builder without mentioning Bill Rhetta. He contributed money to the Keller-Sierra Prize. He drove Frances and a number of women historians to the WAWH conferences. He regularly attended the conference. Because of his loyalty to the WAWH, the board decided to make him an honorary member.

Frances’ second professional love was the Coordinating Committee of Women Historians in the Profession and Conference Group of Women Historians (CCWHP-CGWH). She served a three-year term as the co-president of this organization. In this organization also, she was one of the initiators for the fundraising for the dissertation prize. As the co-president of  CCWHP/CGWH, she wrote numerous letters to various Congressmen and -women to restore the funds for the NEH and or NHPRC. She lobbied to increase funds for the NHPRC because many of her junior colleagues worked in various archives and museums. During Robert Bork’s confirmation hearing, Frances and her co-president composed and sent a letter to eight hundred members urging them to call their senators against confirming Bork. Frances saw CCWHP-CGWH “as an organization … representing) the very center of a national and now an international, effort to nurture and to explore a broader comprehension of our origins as they contribute to the development of our future.” 

Frances also understood the importance of being visible in the professional meetings to establish professional networks, which is important for the survival of women historians. She regularly presented papers at the AHA and the WAWH. Often she set up a panel to help her younger colleagues to present papers at conferences. In her own way, Frances has inspired those of us who worked with her to have enough courage, determination, and generosity to help our junior colleagues the way she did help us.    My culture taught me to imagine people as sailing ships. They come on this earth and cast their anchors. When they finish their work, they go away. In that sense Frances’ work was done. At our conference in May, she met her lifelong friend “Penny” Kanner, after a ten-year absence. Frances found out that all of the WAWH awards are financially secure. She saw that a new generation of feminist historians is moving into the leadership role of WAWH. She was extremely pleased to find out that this new generation, especially Amy Essington, is committed to the growth of WAWH. Her friend and partner had already gone. Her job was done and so Frances decided it was time to go.”
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Blom, Ida.  2007.  “’To Women in the Year 2000: Norwegian Historians of Woimen, c. 1900-c. 1960,” Gender & History, 19:3 (Nov. 2007), 581-

Bock, Gisela.  2006.  “Geschlechtergeschichte auf alten und neuen Wegen: Zeiten und Raume,” Geschichte und Gesellschaft, sonderheft 22.

Bornat, Joanna, & Hanna Diamond.  2007.  “Women’s History and Oral History: Developments and Debates,” Women’s History Review 16:1 (Feb. 2007), 19-39.

Boxer, Marilyn J.  2007.  “Rethinking the Socialist Construction and International Career of the Concept ‘Bourgeois Feminism,’” American Historical Review,  112:1  (Feb. 2007), 131-158.

Canning, Kathleen.  2006.  Gender History in Practice : Historical Perspectives on Bodies, Class, and Citizenship.  Ithaca & London : Cornell University Press.

Cova, Anne, ed.  2006.  Comparative Women’s History: New Approaches.  Boulder: Social Science Monographs, distrib. by Columbia University Press.

Fischer, Gayle Veronica.  1995.  “The Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of Woman Suffrage in the United States: A Bibliographic Essay,” Journal of Women’s History, 7:3 (Fall 1995), 172-199.

Gehmacher, Johanna, & Maria Mesner, eds.  2003.  Frauen-und Geschlechtergeschichte: Positionen / Perspektiven.  Querschnitte, Bd. 14.  Innsbruck: StudienVerlag.

Gluck, Sherna B., & Daphne Patai, eds.  1991.  Women’s Words: The Feminist Practice of Oral History.  London: Routledge.

Hausen, Karin, & Heidi Wunder, eds.  1992.  Frauengeschichte – Geschlechter geschichte.  Frankfurt/Main & New York: Campus Verlag.

Journal of Women’s History, vol. 14 (2002-2003)


14:1 – “A Retrospective Analysis of Barbara Welter’s ‘The Cult of True Womanhood, 1820-1860,” with contributions by Mary Louise Roberts, Nancy A. Hewitt, Tracy Fessenden, & Donna J. Guy


14:3 – “Dialogue: Paradigm Shift Books – A Midwife’s Tale by Lauren Thatcher Ulrich, with contributions by Mary Maples Dunn, Patricia Cline Cohen, Maria R. Miller, & Laurel Thatcher Ulrich


14:4 – “Dialogue: Women and Gender in Modern India – Historians, Sources, and Historiography, with contributions by Barbara N. Ramusack, Geraldine Forbes, Sanjam Ahluwalia, & Antoinette Burton

Journal of Women’s History, vol. 15 (2003-2004) - Series: “Women’s History in the New Millenium”

            15:1 - “Rethinking Public and Private,” with contributions by Delnore Davidoff, Sandra Lauderdale Graham, Carole Turbin, & Elizabeth Thompson


15:2 - “Rethinking Public and Private: Continuing the Conversation,” with contributions by Mary P. Ryan and Joan B Landes.


15:3 - “Adrienne Rich’s ‘Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence’ – A Retrospective,” with contributions by Adrienne Rich, Joan Nestle, Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, Mattie Udora Richardson, and Alison Kafer.


15:4 – Alice Kessler-Harris, “Reframing the History of Women’s Wage Labor: Challenges of a Global Perspective.” 

Kessler-Harris, Alice.  2006.  “A Conversation with Ida Blom,” AHA Perspectives (Dec. 1006), 6-11.

Magarey, Susan.  2007.  “What is Happening to Women’s History in Australia at the Beginning of the Third Milennium?” Women’s History Review, 16:1 (Feb. 2007), 1-18.

Matthews, Jill, “New Challenges for Feminist History, Lilith: A Feminist History Journal, no. 12 (2002), pp. 4-5, followed by Barbara Brooks, reply to Jill Matthews, pp. 6-7.

Nye, Robert A.  2007. “Women, Work and Citizenship in France since 1789,” Gender & History, 19:1 (April 2007), 186-191.  (Thematic review essay)

Primi, Alice.  2006.  “Women’s History According to Jenny P. d’Héricourt (1809-1875), ‘Daughter of her Century’,” transl. Jennifer Gay, Gender & History, 18:1 (April 2006), 150-159.

Psarra, Angelika.  2006.  “’Few Women Have a History’: Callirhoe Parren and the Beginnings of Women’s History in Greece,” transl. Martha Michailidou, in Gender & History, 18:2 (Aug. 2006), 400-411.

Satter, Beryl.  2006.  “Writing Gender History: What Does Feminism Have To Do With It?,” History and Theory, 45:3 (Oct. 2006), 436-447.

Thébaud, Françoise.  2007.  Écrire l’histoire des femmes et du genre.  2nd édition revue et augmentée de Écrire l’histoire des femmes.  Lyon: ENS Editions.

Supplement no. 16: Bibliography of Edited Collections of Scholarly Articles in Women’s History and Theme Issues on Women’s History in Scholarly Journals since 1970. 

June 2007 - December 2007. Compiled by Karen Offen 

Please send news of new titles to Karen Offen at kmoffen@stanford.edu
Boussahba-Bravard, Myriam, ed.  2007.  Suffrage Outside Suffragism : Women’s Vote in Britain, 1880-1914.  Houndmills: Palgrave MacMillan.

Brouard-Arends, Isabelle, & Marie-Emmanuelle Plagnol-Diéval, eds.  2007.  Femmes éducatrices au Siècle des Lumières.  Rennes: Presses Universitaires de Rennes.

Gordon, Ann D., with Bettye Collier-Thomas, John H. Bracey, Arlene Voski Akavian, & Joyce Avrech Berkman, eds.  1997.  African American Women and the Vote, 1837-1965.  Amherst MA: University of Massachusetts Press.

Falkenberg, Regine, Adelheid Rasche, & Christine Waidenschlager, eds.  2005.  On Men: Masculine Dress Code from the Ancient Greeks to Cowboys.  Berlin: ICOM.

Gazsi, Judit, Andrea Peto & Zsuzsanna Toronyi, eds.  2007.  Gender, Memory and Jewish Women in Contemporary Europe.   Vol. 6 of Studien zur Geschichte Ost-und Ostmitteleuropas.  

Gleason, Mona & Ademe Perry, eds.  2006.  Rethinking Canada: The Promise of Women’s History.  5th ed., ed. Don Mills.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Levine, Philippa, ed.  2004.  Gender and Empire.  (Oxford History of the British Empire: Companion Series) Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Morgan, Sue, ed.  2002.  Women, Religion and Feminism in Britain, 1750-1900.  Houndmills: Palgrave. 

O’Dowd, Mary, & Bernadette Whelan, eds. 2006.  Special Issue: “Family, Private Life, and Sexuality,” Women’s History Review, 15:4 (Sept. 2006).

Ram, Kalpana, & Margaret Jolly, eds.  1998.  Maternities and Modernities: Colonial and Postcolonial Experiences in Asia and the Pacific.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP.

Rumpler, Helmut, & Peter Urganitsch, eds. 2006. Die Habsburgermonarchie 1848-1914 (Vienna), Vol. 8:1: “Politische Offentlichkeit und Zivilgesellschaft,” Section VII: “Frauenbewegungen in Cisleithenian” includes essays by Renate Frith, “Bildungsbestrebungen und Frauenbewegungen,” Gabriela Hauch, “Arbeit, Recht und Sittlichkeit – Themen der Frauenbewegungen in der Habsburgmonarchie,”& Brigitte Bader-Zaar, “Frauenbewegungen und Frauenwahlrecht.”  Section.XI: “Frauenbewegungen und Frauenbestrebungen in Konigreich Ungarn,” consists of one very long essay by Susan Zimmermann, “ with that same title.

Russell, Letty.  1985.  Feminist Interpretation of the Bible.  Philadelphia: Westminster Press.

Ziegler, Beatrice, & Karin Cagnazzo, eds.  2000.  Infiltration:  Five Women – Five Profiles.  Women Studying at the University of Zurich.  Special issue, Universelle: Beiträge zur Gleichstellung, no. 2.  Published by UniFrauenstelle, University of Zurich.

Guidelines for selecting organizers, discussants and contributors for the Amsterdam congress
	1.
	By 31 January 2008, all National Committees, International Affiliated Organisations and Internal Commissions should send to the Secretary General proposals for organizers, discussants and contributors for sessions.


	2.
	Types of sessions


	I. 
	Major Themes (3): organizer, discussant plus a maximum of 12 contributors

	II. 
	Specialized Themes (20): organizer, discussant plus a maximum of 6 contributors

	III. 
	Round Tables (15): organizer, and a maximum of 4 contributors

	IV. 
	Joint Sessions (10): organizer, discussant plus a maximum of 6 contributors


	3.
	Organizers


	a) 
	The organizer is the key person for each session. Chosen for their knowledge of the field and historiography, organizers will have the final say in the choice of participants. For all sessions ONE organizer must be identified. This to facilitate communications between the secretariat of ICHS, the secretariat of the Amsterdam Congress and the participants. Please note the change of format for round tables : The organizer will prepare a text that will be distributed in advance to the four participants and discussed during the meeting. For the other sessions, the role of the organizer is not to divulge the substance of the presenters’ communications but to introduce the theme and its problems.

	b) 
	Please send us your proposals for organizers, giving for each the reasons for your selection in a few lines (do not send CVs). In all instances, please ensure that you list the complete address (affiliation, street address, telephone/fax, and e-mail). Also, please make sure that the person you are suggesting agrees to have her/his name submitted.

	c) 
	Please note that ICHS wishes to avoid selecting the same person from one congress to the other as organizer. To ensure the true international scope of the congress, care must be taken to reach a proper balance between regions, countries and gender.


	4.
	Discussants

	 
	For each session, a discussant must be proposed. This person will be responsible for outlining the highlights of the papers and for guiding the general discussion. Also, please make sure that the person you are suggesting agrees to have her/his name submitted. Please send the complete address (affiliation, street address, telephone/fax, and e-mail).


	5.
	Contributors

	 
	If you have some proposals for individual papers, please submit them; if you send in more than one for a given theme, you must put them in order. Please ensure that you send the complete address (affiliation, street address, telephone/fax, and e-mail).


	6.
	Final selection of organizers and discussants

	 
	A sub-committee of the Bureau, consisting of Hilda Sabato, José Luis Peset, Pierre Ducrey, William Jordan et Jean-Claude Robert, will prepare the final list of organizers and discussants which will then be submitted to the members of the Bureau for approval. The list of proposed individual papers will be send by the Secretary General to the organizers. The choice of organizers and discussants for Joint Sessions will be made by the proposing organizations in conjunction with the Secretary General. In all instances, to ensure the true international scope of the congress, care must be taken to reach a proper balance between regions, countries, age and gender.


	7.
	Announcement

	 
	Once the chosen organizers will have confirmed their acceptation, the list of themes and organizers will be put on the web site of ICHS and that of the Congress. Any person wishing to contact them will be able to do so. However, organizers will have to enforce the maximum numbers of contributors as well as the international and gender balance
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Editor’s Note


Dear All, 


In this issue we have some great reports on the Sofia conference along with a series of national reports. Karen Offen has generously contrubted two bibliographies once more. Most important is the information from our President, Krassimira Daskalova about the 2010 Amsterdam Conference and the need for a response by Janaury 10, 2008.


 


The deadline for contributions for the next newsletter will be end of May 2008, 





Best Wishes


Margaret Allen 


margaret.allen@adelaide.edu.au
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