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Thanks to the Board Members

This is the last Newsletter before the Sydney Conference and the nomination of the new board for the Federation for the years, 2005-2010.  It is, therefore, an appropriate opportunity for me to say thank you to all the members of the outgoing board for their work for the Federation over the past five years.  It has been a pleasure working with all of you.  Special thanks are due to Eileen Boris and Piro Markkola.  Thanks to Eileen the newsletter has been transformed.  She has expanded its content and been very successful in eliciting reports on developments relating to women’s history from all over the world.  The availability of the newsletter on the Federation’s website has meant that it is accessible to a much wider audience than just the members of the Federation. I know from email messages that I have received over the past five years that the information that it provides is read and much appreciated by researchers in the field from all over the world.  We are all indebted to the time and energy that Eileen has invested in the newsletter. 

Pirjo Markkola, as vice-president, has also done a great deal of work for the Federation.  She has successfully represented the Federation at the meetings of the International Congress of Historians (CISH).  This has often been a challenging task as it is an institution still, unfortunately, dominated by male scholars.  Pirjo has also, of course, organised a terrific conference for Sydney which we hope will eventually result in a stimulating publication to stand along side the first publication of the Federation, Writing Women’s History.  

The nominations committee of Noriyo Hayakawa, Linda Kealey, Alison Mackinnon and Mrinalini Sinha, also deserve our thanks for proposing an exciting new Board to carry on the work of the Federation into the future.  

Finally, we should acknowledge our grateful thanks to Lynn Abrams for maintaining the 

accounts of the Federation.  Lynn was a member of the last board but she very kindly agreed to 

continue to look after the sterling account of the Federation in the UK for the years, 2000-2005.  

Consolidation and the Development of the Federation

The last five years have been above all a time of consolidation for the Federation.  We welcomed the formation of the Russian National Committee in Belfast and we hope this will in time lead to a strengthening of the Federation’s links with Russia.  In many other countries, we have seen the evolution of national committees from small groups of committed individuals to fully-fledged societies that have hosted conferences and sponsored publications.  The integration of women’s history into academic curricula at undergraduate and graduate level, while still uneven, is much furthered advanced than it was five years ago. Publications in the field has also expanded, particularly in countries where there were few five years ago.  The wide international interest in the Belfast conference also demonstrated the strength and appeal of research in gender and women’s history in many different parts of the world.

While the Federation has strengthened its links in many countries, there are still countries where we have no national committee or where researchers in women’s history are isolated and might perhaps welcome stronger contacts with others working in the field.  A challenge for the new board may be to send out a call to these lone scholars and encourage them to become corresponding members and to keep them informed about our activities.  It is often difficult to form a national committee if you are the only researcher in women’s history in your institution or region.  Corresponding membership may, therefore, be the mechanism through which we can expand the Federation’s links into countries where the formation of a national committee may not be a feasible proposition at this stage. 

For the future, therefore, the Federation’s website and the newsletter will be vital for the maintenance of the networks established by the Federation since its foundation.  The design and maintenance of the website has evolved over the past few years but we need perhaps to pay more attention to its continued maintenance as it is now such an important part of our activities.

Finally, I think I speak for all the outgoing Board in wishing the new Board the warmest best wishes for the future.  

Mary O’Dowd

President, 2000-2005



IFRWH CONFERENCE:

 INFORMATION & PROGRAMME

The International Federation for Research in Women's History 
Federation Internationale pour la Recherche en Histoire des Femmes 

Women's History Revisited: Historiographical Reflections on Women and Gender in a Global Context 

20th International Congress of Historical Sciences 

University of New South Wales 

Sydney, Australia, 8-9 July, 2005 

Dear participants of the IFRWH conference:
It will be a great pleasure to meet you all in Sydney within less than two months. As you remember, the IFRWH conference “Women’s History Revisited: Historiographical Reflections on Women and Gender in a Global Context” will be held in conjunction with the World Congress of Historical Sciences. You can find more information about the World Congress on http://www.cishsydney2005.org/


In this letter you will receive some practical information about the IFRWH
conference.


1) Remember to register for the congress

First of all, I wish to thank everyone who has registered and confirmed her/his participation in the IFRWH conference. The organisers of the World Congress urge us to ensure that all presenters have registered by the end of May at the latest. If you have not registered already, please register as soon as possible. You can register online at the Congress website www.cishsydney2005.org

2) Conference papers

In order to make our conference as fruitful as possible, we intend to make the papers available online ( http://www.historians.ie/women/). Please send your paper as word-file to Mary O´Dowd (M.Odowd@qub.ac.uk) by June 10. It would also be highly appreciated if you sent your paper directly to your session 

chair/ commentator. You are kindly asked to send your paper to the chair/commentator no later than June 10. This would give the chairs/commentators and the other participants enough time to prepare themselves for the conference. You can find the email address of your own session chair/commentator in the following list:

National historiographies 1: Chair: Susanna Hedenborg (Sweden), susanna.hedenborg@ekhist.uu.se
National historiographies 2: Chair: Penny Russell (Australia), penny.russell@arts.usyd.edu.au
American Perspectives: Chair: Patricia Grimshaw (Australia), p.grimshaw@unimelb.edu.au
(Re-)writing the History of Central and Eastern Europen Feminism: a 2005 Perspective: Commentator: Karen Offen (USA), kmoffen@stanford.edu
Feminism and History: Chair: Tiina Kinnunen (Finland), tiina.kinnunen@joensuu.fi
Feminism and Feminist Theory: Chair: Ann-Catrin Östman (Finland), aostman@abo.fi
Gender, Collective Memory, and (De-) Canonization: Commentator: Kees Ribbens (The Netherlands), ribbens@fhk.eur.nl Chair: Mary O’Dowd, UK, M.Odowd@qub.ac.uk
Labour history: Commentator: Eileen Boris (USA), boris@womst.ucsb.edu
Power and Gender: Chair: Alison Mackinnon (Australia), Alison.Mackinnon@unisa.edu.au
Histories of Women's Movement: Chair: Margaret McFadden (USA), mcfaddenmh@iplm2.appstate.edu
Citizenship and Modernity: Commentator: Christina Florin (Sweden), Christina.Florin@historia.su.se

2) Social events

The IFRWH conference is a great opportunity to meet women’s/gender historians from all over the world. Therefore, we will arrange some social programme, too. On Friday, July 8 at 6 pm we will have an informal party in the foyer of the Clancy Auditorium, which is at the heart of the area where the CISH conference will be held.  Moreover, Penny Russell from Sydney will be happy to book a table at an affordable local restaurant on Thursday and Friday nights for participants of our conference. However, she needs to have an idea of numbers. If you wish to join us, please contact her directly (penny.russell@arts.usyd.edu.au) by June 20.

 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. See you in Sydney!

Pirjo Markkola
Vice-President
IFRWH
pirjo.markkola@uta.fi
PROGRAMME 

Friday, 8 July 2005 

Part one, 9.00-10.45 am (plenum), MatB 

9.00 Welcome, Pirjo Markkola (Finland) 

9.15 - 10.45 am 

Women and World History: Ancient and Modern Perspectives 

Tom Hillard (Australia), Marnie Hughes-Warrington (Australia), Mary Spongberg (Australia), Judith P. Zinsser (USA) 

Chair: Mary O'Dowd (UK) 

Part two, 11.15 am - 12.45 pm (three parallel sessions) 

National historiographies 1, MatB 

Barbara Caine (Australia), Women and the History of the New South Africa 

Joanna de Groot (UK), Writing `Iranian' Women's pasts: Intersections of Gender and Historical Practices 

Ann-Catrin Östman (Finland), Gender and Finnish Traditions of Agrarian Historiography 

Chair: Susanna Hedenborg (Sweden) 

National historiographies 2, Mat 107 

Jane McDermid, (UK), No longer curiously rare but only just with bounds: women in Scottish history 

Hiroko Nagano (Japan), The Unique Relationship between Women's History and Gender History in Japan - A search for a direction for the future 

Margarita M. Birriel-Salcedo (Spain), Women, Family and Spanish Historiography 

Chair: Penny Russell (Australia) 

American Perspectives, Mat 102 

Jadwiga E. Pieper (USA), Past and Present Perspectives: Writing the History of Women's Rights, Political Participation, and Gender Equality in the Latin American Southern Cone 

Eugenia Rodriguez Saenz (Costa Rica), Women's History and Gender History in Central America: an Introductory Balance 

Jessica Millward (USA), Mapping the Margins: US History as African American Women's History 

Margaret D. Jacobs (USA), Gender and Colonialism in the American West 

Chair: Patricia Grimshaw (Australia) 

Lunch break, 12.45 pm - 2.15 pm 

Part three, 2.15-3.45 pm (two parallel sessions) 

(Re-)writing the History of Central and Eastern European Feminism: a 2005 Perspective, MatB 

Francisca de Haan (Hungary) & Krassimira Daskalova (Bulgaria), Some Reflections on A Biographical Dictionary of Women's Movements and Feminisms in Central, Eastern, and Southeastern Europe, 19th and 20th centuries 

Natalia Novikova (Russia), The History of the Women's Movement in Russia: a Historiographical Analysis 

Anna Loufti (UK/Lebanon), Poverty or Possibility? Eastern Europe and the Development of a Global Historiography for Women's History 

Commentator: Karen Offen (USA) 

Feminism and History, Mat 102 

Marilyn J. Boxer (USA), On the Construction and Career of the Concept “Bourgeois Feminism” 

Karin Lützen (Denmark), Historiography of the Cult of Domesticity 

Elizabeth Pleck (USA), How were various popular tendencies in feminist thought reflected in U.S. women's history writing? 

Joyce Senders Pedersen (Denmark), Understanding Mary/Understanding Women's History: Anglo-American interpretations of the life of Mary Wollstonecraft from 1798-present 

Chair: Tiina Kinnunen (Finland) 

Part four, 4.15-5.45 pm (two parallel sessions) 

Feminism and Feminist Theory, MatB 

Marja Jalava (Finland), Meanings as Corporal Acts: Women's History beyond Sex and Gender 

Penny Russell (Australia), Affecting Women: or, On Weeping in Archives 

Katie Pickles (New Zealand), Thinking Beyond Celebration: Woman Icons, Feminism and History 

Raisa Maria Toivo (Finland), Women at Stake. Interpretations of Women's Role in Witchcraft and Witch-Hunts since the early C20 to the present 

Chair: Ann-Catrin Östman (Finland) 

Gender, Collective Memory, and 

(De-)Canonization, Mat 102 

Maria Grever (The Netherlands), Re-appropriation and the Re-Shaping of Canonized Collective Memories 

Karen Offen (USA), Adventures in Gender, Memory, and De-Canonization: Conceptualizing Exhibits for the International Museum of Women 

Suzanne Maurer & Sylvia Schraut (Germany), Gender and the Creation of European Lieux de MÃ©moire on the Internet 

Commentator: Kees Ribbens (The Netherlands), Framing and Communicating the Past(s) - General Comments 

Chair: Mary O'Dowd, UK 

Saturday, 9 July 2005 

Part one, 9.00-10.30 am (two parallel sessions) 

Labour history, BioA 

Susanna Hedenborg & Inger Jonsson (Sweden), Women and Work in Swedish Historical Research 

Kalpana Hiralal (South Africa), Women and Work in South Africa: A Historiographical Perspective 

Rebecca Rogers (France), Questioning national models: the history of women teachers in a comparative perspective 

June Hannam (UK), Isabella Ford Revisited: Reflections on gender, labour history and feminist biography 

Commentator: Eileen Boris (USA) 

Histories of Women's Movements, BioB 

Victoria Rowe (Canada), Women's World Conferences, NGOs and the Writing of Women's History in the Republic of Armenia 

Martha Vicinus (USA), Current Trends in Lesbian Historiography 

Christabelle Sethna (Canada), Second Wave Feminism and Student Activism in Canada 

Chair: Margaret McFadden (USA) 

Part two, 11.00 am - 12.30 pm (two parallel sessions) 

Power and Gender, BioA 

Akiko Yoshie (Japan), When Antiquity Meets the Modern: Presenting the Female Rulers in Making of the Japanese History 

Maria Wolf (Austria), Organic Capital, Masculinity and Reproduction. Eugenically legitimized fathering in the medical discourse in Austria, 1900-1933 

Robyn Hamilton (New Zealand), Dutiful Daughters: Views of Chinese women descended from the famous Zeng clan 

Jawad Syed (Australia/Pakistan), A Historical Perspective on the Islamic concept of Modesty and Its Implications for Pakistani Women at Work 

Chair: Alison Mackinnon (Australia) 

Citizenship and Modernity, BioB 

Hilda L. Smith (USA), The Gendered Nature of Early Modern Citizenship: Forming Men in Newly Forming Nations 

Hilda Rømer Christensen (Denmark), At the Cutting Edge of Gender, Religion and Modernity. Approaches and Perspectives at the Turn of the 21st Century 

Magda Fahrni (Canada), Gender, Modernity and Citizenship in Urban Contexts: Historiographical Reflections on Women and the City 

June Purvis (UK), The writing of British suffrage history: debates and controversies 

Chair and commentator: Christina Florin (Sweden) 

IFRWH MEETING AT SYDNEY

Agenda for Meeting of the International Federation for Research in Women's History 

Representatives of national committees are asked to attend the IFRWH five-year meeting on Friday, 8 July 2005 at 1 pm in MatB, University of New South Wales, Sydney. 

1. New Board 2005-2010

2. Venue for Next Conference of  IFRWH

3. Membership of IFRWH: Encouragement of Corresponding Members in Countries not Affiliated

4. Website Address for IFRWH

5. Fundraising 

6. Publication of Selected Papers from Belfast Conference of 2003

7. Any Other Business

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND IFRWH BOARD 
The nomination committee-- Alison Mackinnon, Linda Kealey, and Noriyo Hayakaw--has almost finalized its proposals to be presented for consideration at the meeting of the Federation during the Sydney Conference.  The following are the proposals for the officeholders and three board members.  Nominations for three additional board members will be presented at the meeting.

President:  

Krassimira Daskalova
St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, Bulgaria

Associate Professor at St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, Bulgaria

Dept. of Philosophy and Social Sciences,

Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski",

15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd.,

Sofia 1504, Bulgaria

Tel/Fax: (00359-2) 870-42-36

E-mail: krasi@sclg.uni-sofia.bg
miradaskalova@webmail.uni-sofia.bg
Krassimira Daskalova is an Associate Professor of Modern European Cultural History at the Faculty of Philosophy, St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, Bulgaria. She is the author, editor and co-editor of 12 books in the fields of the South East European social and cultural history. She has also published many book chapters and articles on women’s/gender history and history of books and reading (in English, German, French, Russian and Bulgarian).
Vice-President: 

Francisca de Haan
Central European University, Budapest

Francisca de Haan works with women's historians and gender studies scholars in central and eastern Europe in addition to her life-long involvement in women's history activities in western Europe and the US. Having worked in the Netherlands prior to assuming her position in Budapest, she also maintains useful and productive links with The International Archives and Information Center of the Women's Movement (IIAV) in Amsterdam. Email: dehaanf@ceu.hu
Treasurer/Secretary:

June Purvis

University of Portsmouth, UK

mailto:june.purvis@btinternet.com
 June Purvis is Professor of Women's and Gender History at the University of Portsmouth, UK and the founding and managing editor of the journal Women's History Review.  She is also the editor for a book series on Women's and Gender History with Routledge and has published extensively on women's history in nineteenth-century Britain and on the British women's 

suffrage movement.  Her Emmeline Pankhurst: a biography was published to critical acclaim in 2002.

Newsletter Editor:

Margaret Allen

University of Adelaide, Australia

Margaret Allen is an Associate Professor at the University of Adelaide. She has been teaching and researching women's history from the 1970s. She has published on history of Australian women writers and the making of a gendered, 'raced' colonial class society. She is interested in feminist post-colonial histories and is working on relationships between India and Australia during the period 1880-1930. email: 
margaret.allen@adelaide.edu.au
Board Members:

Rebecca Rogers

University Marc Bloch of Strasbourg
Rebecca Rogers' research interests focus on the history of French girls' education within a comparative perspective. As a secretary of the newly- founded French branch of the IFRWH, she actively promotes the development of women's history and gender in France. Currently, she is an associate professor (maître de conférence habilitée) at the University Marc Bloch of Strasbourg, having started her professional career teaching European women's history at the University of Iowa in the United States.

14 rue de Verdun, 67000 Strasbourg, France (email: rrogers@umb.u-strasbg.fr)
Hyun- Back Chung

Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, Korea  

Hyun-Back Chung is Professor of Sungkyunkwan University in Seoul. She teaches the history of the labour movement in Germany. She is Co-Representative of Korea Women's Association United and a President of Korean History Education Society.

Tanika Sarkar

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India

sumitsarkar_2001@yahoo.co.uk

Tanika Sarkar is Professor of Modern History at the Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi. She has authored three monographs on aspects of socio-political and cultural histories of colonial Bengal, published by Oxford University Press, Delhi, the Zed Press, London, Permanent Black, Delhi in collaboration with University of Indiana Press. She has also co-authored and co-edited two collections of writings on Hindu militant politics and ethnic violence in contemporary India. Her forthcoming publications include a collection of writings on caste and gender which she has co edited with Sumit Sarkar, and a monograph entitled Between Faith and Laws: Studies in Widow Immolation, Widow Remarriage and Age of Consent in the 19th Century Bengali Public Sphere. 

Catherine Carstairs  
University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada
Catherine Carstairs is an Assistant Professor of History at the University of Guelph, Ontario. Her book, Jailed for Possession: Illegal Drug Use, Regulation and Power in Canada, 1920-1961 is forthcoming with University of Toronto Press. She has published articles on the raced and gendered narratives of moral panic and the white slave trade in late 19th and early 20th century Canada; doping in sport; the history of international drug control, the urban sub-culture of Canadian youth drug users, and drug history in Canada and the United States.  She held Postdoctoral Fellowships funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Reserach Council of Canada (2002), and the Swedish Social Research Council (2001). She is currently the holder of a Hannah Institute for the History of Medicine Grant-in-Aid.
Avital H. Bloch
University of Colima, Mexico
 Dr. Bloch is a historian and a Research Professor at the Center for Social Research, University of Colima, Mexico, where she also serves as the Coordinator of the M.A. Program in History and the Director of the American Studies Program. She specializes in contemporary U.S. history, including gender and women¹s cultural and intellectual history. Dr. Bloch has published widely and presented papers in numerous conferences around the world. She has also participated as a fellow, teacher, and lecturer in various international seminars and universities in various countries.

PUBLICATION OF CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS  

A special issue of the journal Storia della Storiografia … History of Historiography, 2004 has recently been published entitled 'History Women'.  It is edited by Mary O’Dowd and Ilaria Porciani and is the proceedings of a conference sponsored by the European Science Foundation on ‘Women Historians in Europe, 1800-2000’ held in NUI Galway Ireland in October 2004.   It includes papers on the careers and writings of academic women historians in many different parts of Europe including Bulgaria, Finland, France, Ireland, Italy, Norway, Switzerland and the UK.  There are essays by among others Ida Blom, Efi Gazi, Mervi Kaarinen, Krassimira Daskalova, Anna Scattigno and Tiina Kinnunen.  There is also a long introduction to the topic by the editors, Ilaria Porciani and Mary O’Dowd

Storiche di ieri e di oggi, edited by Maura Palazzi and Ilaria Porciani (Bologna, 2004) also follows a conference on women historians.  The volume is divided into two parts.  The first part includes essays on some of the earliest women academic historians.  It includes essays by Ilaria Porciani on Italian women who wrote about national hstory in the first half of the 20th century; Gianna Pomata on Charlotte Shaw, Natalia Tikhonov on the first women historians in Switzerland; and Isabelle Ernot on two French women historians.  The second part of the book focuses on journals of women's history starting in the 1970s: the editors or women who were involved in their production or who wrote in them.  It includes articles by Françoise Thébaud on Clio; Angela Groppi, on the Italian journal Memoria; and Rosanna De Longis I; Ana Aguado on the Spanish journal Arenal; and Margaret Lanzinger on L'Homme.
 

                ARGENTINA

NO REPORT THIS ISSUE
                 

                AUSTRALIA
NEWS 

Professor Angela Woollacott, who took up the Chair of Modern History at Macquarie University in 2004, presented her inaugural Professorial lecture at the State Library of New South Wales on 23 February, to a packed auditorium. Her subject was the enigmatic and fascinating figure of Rose Quong.

At the end of June the editorship of Australian Feminist Studies will pass to Mary Spongberg (Macquarie University). Under the leadership of its founding editor, Susan Magarey, and review editor Susan Sheridan, AFS has become the leading interdisciplinary feminist journal in Australia, publishing and supporting cutting edge research across the country. The transition will be marked by a small conference and celebration in Adelaide. This occasion will also mark the launch of the Magarey Medal, which is to be a prize for excellence in Australian biography.

Carolyn Strange has this year arrived at the Australian National University, as Director of Graduate Studies in the Centre for Cross Cultural Research, from the University of Toronto. Her most recent book, with Tina Loo, is True Crime, True North: The Golden Age of Canadian Pulp Magazines (2004). While pursuing her work in Canadian and U.S. criminal justice history, including a monograph on a real-life gothic parricide in 1873 New York, she is also developing a project on the trans-national and cross-cultural “off-shoring” of torture and execution.

Zora Simic has recently taken up an appointment in Australian history at the University of Melbourne. Zora completed her PhD at Sydney University on Australian feminism between the wars.

During a brief visit to Australia in April, Professor Catherine Hall delivered a public lecture at the State Library of New South Wales, speaking of her new research on Thomas Babington Macaulay.

Professor Marilyn Lake (La Trobe University) presented a paper on the subject 'When the white man was a woman' to a workshop on 'The Colonial and the Visual' at the University of Maryland on 6 May. The paper discussed graphic representations of the visit of the US Fleet to Australia in 1908.

AWARDS

Kirsten McKenzie (University of Sydney) won the Australian Academy of the Humanities Max Crawford medal in 2004.

Maria Nugent (Monash University) won the Australian Historical Association's inaugural Allan Martin award for Botany Bay: Where Histories Meet, which has just been published by Allen and Unwin.) 

Christina Twomey (Monash University) won the National Archives of Australia's inaugural Margaret George Award for research into civilians interned by the Japanese in WW2. 
CONFERENCES

A number of Australian feminist historians are attending the 13th Berkshire Conference on the History of Women to present papers or as chairs and commentators. They include Fiona Paisley (Griffith), Jane Haggis and Victoria Haskins (Flinders), Margaret Allen (Adelaide), Shurlee Swain (Australian Catholic University), Patricia Grimshaw and Joy Damousi, (Melbourne), Barbara Caine (Monash), Marilyn Lake (La Trobe), Mary Spongberg and Angela Woollacoot (Macquarie), Alison Bashford, Kirsten McKenzie, Hera Cook and Frances Clarke (Sydney). 

IFRWH Conference, Sydney

Australians presenting or chairing at the IFRWH Conference in Sydney include Marnie Hughes-Warrington,  Mary Spongberg, Barbara Caine, Penny Russell, Patricia Grimshaw and Alison Mackinnon.  

THE POLITICS OF FRIENDSHIP, 15-16 July 2005, Monash University. 

Monash University in conjunction with the Menzies Centre for Australian Studies at King’s College, London presents the third and final international conference on the Politics of Friendship

PUBLICATIONS

Recent new works include: 

Green Pens: A collection of garden writing by Katie Holmes, Susan K. Martin and Kylie Mirmohamadi (Miegunyah Press 2004)

From Bombay to Bloomsbury: A biography of the Strachey Family by Barbara Caine (Oxford University Press 2005)

Core of my Heart, My Country by Maggie Mackellar (Melbourne University Press 2004)

Scandal in the Colonies by Kirsten McKenzie (Melbourne University Press 2004). 

The Satirical Gaze by Cindy McCreery (Cambridge University Press 2004)

Dance Hall and Picture Palace: Sydney's Romance with Modernity by Jill Julius Matthews (Currency Press 2005) was launched recently with a celebratory event at the Australian Film and Sound Archive in Canberra, 10 May 2005.

The Palgrave Companion to Women's Historical Writing edited by Mary Spongberg, Barbara Caine and Ann Curthoys will shortly be released. Details at: http://www.palgrave.com/products/Catalogue.aspx?is=1403915083
Compiled by Penny Russell

BULGARIA

NO REPORT THIS ISSUE

                   

                       CANADA



NEW/FORTHCOMING BOOKS IN CANDIAN WOMEN’S HISTORY 

Denyse Baillargeon, Un Québec en mal 

d’enfants. La médicalisation de la 

maternité, 1910-1970 (Remue-Ménage, 2004). 

Jean Barman, Stanley Park's Secret: The Forgotten Families of Whoi Whoi, Kanaka Ranch, and Brockton Point (Harbour Publishing, 2005)

Sarah Carter, Lesley Erickson, Pat Roome and Char Smith, eds., Unsettled Pasts: Reconceiving the West Through Women's History (University of Calgary Press, forthcoming)

Micheline Dumont, Brève histoire des institutrices au Québec de la Nouvelle-France à nos jours (Boréal, 2004). 

Willeen Keough, The Slender Thread: Irish Women on the Southern Avalon, 1750-1860 (New York: Columbia University Press; in press).

Andrée Lévesque, dir., Madeleine Parent Activist (Sumac Press, 2005), translation of the collection : Madeleine Parent militante (Remue-Ménage, 2003).

Katie Pickles and Myra Rutherdale eds.,  Contact Zones: Aboriginal and Settler Women In Canada's Colonial Past Vancouver: UBC Press, 2005.

Cheryl Krasnick Warsh and Veronica Strong-Boag, eds.,  Children's Health in History: International Perspectives, (Wilfrid Laurier Press, 2005). 

For a complete bibliography of recent books and articles relating to Canadian women’s history go to the Canadian Committee on Women’s History website at www.cha-shc.ca/ccwh-cchf.ca
ON THE WEB
The Alberta Women’s Memory Project, in conjunction with Women's Studies, Athabasca University, has launched a new website, found at 

http://www.athabascau.ca/wmst/awmp/index.html 

The site is designed to focus on the process of creating and donating women's collections to archives; and on accessing Alberta women's history materials in archival collections. It provides a direct link to a provincial inventory of women's collections, and to a variety of institutions, organizations and experts. 

Working with a group of historians, archivists and researchers we have designed a site that we think will be useful to students, academics and community-based researchers. The site is open to the public.

This version is just the first step. Over time we will be linked to other online resources and we are working to secure funding to support the identification and collection of new women's archives.


Thanks to the work of Margaret Conrad in partnership with the Electronic Text Centre, UNB,  the Atlantic Canada Portal (http:atlanticportal.hil.unb.ca), is now available online. Included on the Portal is the Atlantic Canada Virtual Archives (ACVA), which showcases two archival collections from the Atlantic region: The Edward Winslow Letters, 1783-85, and the McQueen Family Letters, 1866-1930. The McQueen Family Letters are especially interesting to researchers in women's history, as six of the surviving McQueen children were girls, and five of them taught
school at some point in their lives. Jean Barman has recently published an award-winning book on two of the siblings who taught in British Columbia: Sojourning Sisters: The Lives and Letters of Jessie and Annie McQueen (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 2003). The ACVA project was supported in part by a grant from the Canadian Culture Online Program of the Department of Canadian Heritage. The Portal also has a searchable database containing the bibliographies published in
Acadiensis. 

Over the course of the past year, the Inventory of The Loyalist Collection at Harriet Irving Library at UNB has been completed, and a revised Overview of the collection has been posted on the collection’s website: http://www.lib.unb.ca/collections/loyalist/. The Loyalist Collection contains microfilm of British, North American Colonial, and early Canadian primary sources from approximately 1740-1870, with the chief focus being the American Revolution and the early years of Loyalist settlement in British North America. This unique and comprehensive collection of Loyalist resources in one location has confirmed the position of the UNB Library as the principal Loyalist research centre in and for Canada. The collection now holds over 3400 reels of microfilm and 700 microfiche. The Loyalist Collection’s Inventory, Database, Finding Aids and Classification Schedules were all designed and composed by Kathryn Hilder. 

NEW APPOINTMENTS

Willeen Keough and Andrea Geiger-Adams will be taking up tenure-track positions as Assistant Professors with the History Department of Simon Fraser University.

Ann Leger-Anderson has recently been named a research scholar at the Canadian Plains Research Center, University of Regina.   She is also an Encyclopedia of Saskatchewan Editorial Board member, with general responsibility for the inclusion of women.  In this role she has written a number of essays on the role of women in Saskatchewan for the Encyclopedia..
AWARDS

Katherine M.J. McKenna won the 2004 Canadian Committee on Women's History Hilda Neatby Prize, English-Language article, for the best article on women's history published in English in 2004. Her winning article is titled "Women's Agency in Upper Canada: Prescott's Board of Police Record, 1834-1850" Histoire sociale/ Social History, Vol. 36, No 72, November 2003, pp. 347-70.

Pamela Sugiman received honourable mention for the 2004 Canadian Committee on Women’s History Hilda Neatby Prize for "Passing Time, Moving Memories: Interpreting Wartime Narratives of Japanese Canadian Women." Histoire Sociale/Social History. 

HONOURARY DEGREES

The University of New Brunswick awarded Honourary Degrees on May 19 to two distinguished women who started the first course in Women's History at the University of Toronto: 

Jill Ker Conway and Natalie Zemon Davis. 

Drs. Conway and Davis spoke not only at the ceremony but also at a colloquium titled "Writing Biography and the Sense of the Self", organized by Linda Kealey of UNB's History Department.

CONFERENCES/ UPCOMING CONFERENCES
The Atlantic Canada Studies Conference, was in Fredericton in May, with the organizing committee led by Margaret Conrad. There were two panels on women’s topics at this conference: “Women’s Organizing in the Maritimes”, chaired by Linda Kealey with panellists Judith Fingard and John Rutherford, Janet Guildford, Nancy Janovicek, and Marylea MacDonald; and “Diaries and the Contours of Life and Work in the Maritimes,” featuring papers by Gail Campbell, Bonnie Huskins and Robert MacKinnon. 

The Second Symposium on Teaching Women's History at Atlantic Canadian Universities will be held at Acadia University on September 17, 2005. This event is intended as a follow-up to the very successful symposium held in the Fall of 2003 at University of New Brunswick. This symposium will consist of a number of short presentations on the theme "Teaching Women's/Gender History: Problems, Methods, and Sources". 

Northeastern American Society for Eighteenth Century Studies, Annual conference, Fredericton, New Brunswick, 30 Sept to 2 October 2005, Delta Hotel 

"The Eighteenth Century Everyday: Remembrance and Representation” 

Keynote Speaker: Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

Contact: Professor Beverly Lemire 

Henry Marshall Tory Chair 

Dept. of History and Classics and Dept. of Human Ecology 

2-28 Henry Marshall Tory Building 

University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 2H4 

Canada 

Email: lemire@ualberta.ca


From September 29th to October 2nd 2005 the University of Toronto will host the conference Labouring Feminism and Feminist Working Class History in North America and Beyond (http://www.utoronto.ca/csus/labourfem/). In order to create dialogue across boundaries - generational, national, theoretical - this exciting meeting will unite established academics and graduate students from Canada, the United States and Europe to deal with issues as diverse as sexuality, consumption, activism, labour feminism and race/ethnicity. 

In October of 2005 the British Columbia Women's History Network will host a two day conference entitled "Saints and Sinners" in Burnaby BC. For more information please visit their website: http://www.members.shaw.ca/whnbc/
RESEARCH GRANTS AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIPS
“Reconnecting with the History of Labour in New Brunswick" is the title of a $1 million dollar Community-University Research Alliance grant awarded to seven researchers at the University of New Brunswick and Universite de Moncton. Members of the team include Professors Nicole Lang (Universite de Moncton) whose project focuses on Acadian labour and Linda Kealey whose project will involve the history of nursing in New Brunswick since World War II.


Sylvie Murray has been awarded a SSHRC Standard Research Grant for “Women, Amateurs, and Politicians: The Volunteers for Stevenson, the Citizens for Eisenhower, and grassroots participation in the American presidential campaigns of 1952 and 1956.”

Sonya Grympa will be taking up a SSHRC postdoctoral fellowship at UBC on Canadian nurses interned under the Japanese in China, 1941 – 1945; her supervisor is Geertje Boschma. 

EVENTS

Mt. Allison celebrated International Women’s Week in 2005 with a variety of special events, including a number of film showings, meetings to discuss gender questions in international relations, gatherings to exchange cross-generational stories, and a lecture entitled “Addressing Gender and Women’s Roles in Conflict and Peace-building,” by Rotary International World Peace Scholar Susan Stigant. Mt. Allison’s Women’s Studies Department also hosted a student conference, “’We were here’: Discovering Women’s History and Archival Research at Mount Allison University” on March 18, 2005.

There were three meetings held in Québec this year, in three different universities. Last fall at Université du Québec à Montréal (UQÀM), faculty members and graduate students met to exchange thoughts on the subject of “Gender, identity and war”. In January at Université de Montréal, a discussion was held on the experience of motherhood and the growing place of medicine in it during the twentieth century. Finally, at McGill University in April, we met to talk about women who were “forgotten” by history and historians, especially women writers. Everyone attending these group discussions read articles or book chapters related to the subject of the meetings.

In recognition of International Women’s Day, Nipissing University held a series of events over a one-week period that celebrated Aboriginal women. This included the screening of films such as Rabbit Proof Fence and Whale Rider as well as a celebration of Aboriginal music and dance. Anishinabek author and academic Ruby Slipperjack provided the keynote address titled “Why do we do the things we do? An Exploration of Ojibwa beliefs and superstitions.” Following this, Santee Smith (Six Nations) preformed excerpts from her dance production Kaha:wi. The University of Western Ontario and the Royal Military College (RMC) in Kingston also commemorated International Women’s Day. At Western, an International Women’s Day breakfast and Silent Auction was followed by a formal address given by Monda and Sonia Halpern on “Feminist Intuition.” In Kingston, RMC hosted a one-day conference. Jane Errington gave the keynote address titled “Who We Were and Who We Are: the Continuing Struggle.”

On 15 April the Women's History Association of Manitoba (WHAM) gathered at U of Winnipeg to discuss Joan Scott's "Feminism's History".

Lethbridge women historians were very pleased to host several prominent historians over the last year including, Sarah Carter, ( U of Calgary) Alice Dreger (Michigan State U), Beverly Lemire (U of Alberta), and Veronica Strong-Boag (U of British Columbia). 

On March 18, 2005, Mona Gleason, Kristina Llewellyn, Jan Hare, and Nikki Strong-Boag hosted 'BC and Beyond: A Conference Honoring Jean Barman.' Held at Green College, UBC, it assembled a range of interesting papers from former and present students and finished with a reception where various friends including Neil Sutherland, Nancy Sheehan, Cole Harris, and others spoke about Jean's multiple and diverse contributions to history and UBC. While she has formally retired from UBC faculty, there was, however, no doubt of her continuing contribution to the world of scholarship on BC, women, and First Nations.
 The Canadian Committee on Women’s History held its 30th anniversary celebration this year at the Canadian Historical Association meeting in London, Ontario at the end of May. As part of the celebration they sponsored three roundtables, as follows:

“Race and Gender in the Making of the Canadian Historical Profession” With Franca Iacovetta, Lisa Mar, Paige Raibmon, Barrington Walker, Margaret Inoue, Catherine Carstairs

“Great Books in Canadian Women’s History”  With Catherine Carstairs, Magda Fahrni, Linda Kealey, Gillian Poulter, Randi Warne, Lara Campbell

 “Reflections: Thirty Years of the Canadian Committee on Women’s History” With Gail Campbell, Denyse Baillargeon, Lisa Chilton, Joan Sangster, Tamara Myers


The CCWH also held a 30th anniversary reception at the CHA that was very well attended and enjoyed by all.

Note: Some of the material for this report was compiled from the 2005 Canadian Committee on Women’s History newsletter.

Compiled by Lynne Marks


DENMARK

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Juliane Engelhardt recieved her Ph.D. degree on February 1, 2005 for her dissertation: "De patriotiske selskaber i den danske helstat 1769-1814. Borgerskab, foreningssociologi og statstænkning"  ("Patriotic Societies in the Danish Wholestate. Bourgeoisie, Sociology of Associations and Theories of the State").


RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Two Danish historians (Inger Dübeck and Agnes Arnorsdottir) have contributed to an international anthology from Ashgate:
The Marital Economy in Scandinavia and Britain 1400-1900, edied by Maria Ågren, Uppsala University, Sweden and Amy Louise Erickson, Institute of Historical Research, University of London, UK.

ABOUT THE BOOK: 


WOMEN AND GENDER IN THE EARLY MODERN WORLD
Marriage today is our prime social and legal institution. Historically, it was also the principal economic institution. This collection of essays offers a wealth of original research into the economic, social and legal history of the marital partnership in northern Europe over a 500- year period.


CONTENTS:
The marital economy in comparative perspective, Amy Louise Erickson.


PART I FORMING THE PARTNERSHIP:
Marriage or money? Legal actions for enforcement of marriage contracts in
Norway, Hanne Marie Johansen; Making marriages in early modern England: rethinking the role of family and friends, Catherine Frances; Forming the partnership socially and economically: a Swedish local elite,
1650-1770, Gudrun Andersson; Forming the marital economy in the early modern Finnish countryside, Anu Pylkkänen; Servants in rural England c.1450-1650: hired work as a means of accumulating wealth and skills before marriage, Jane Whittle.


PART II MANAGING THE PARTNERSHIP:
Decision-making on marital property in Norway, 1500-1800, Hilde Sandvik; Property and authority in Danish marital law, Inger Dübeck; Marital conflict over the gender division of labour in agrarian households, Sweden 1750-1850, Rosemarie Fiebranz; Working together? Different understandings of marital relations in late 19th-century Finland, Ann-Catrin Östman.


PART III DISSOLVING THE PARTNERSHIP:
Marriage trouble, separation and divorce in early modern Norway, Hanne Marie Johansen; ‘To the longer liver’: provisions for the dissolution of the marital economy in Scotland, 1470-1550, Elizabeth Ewan; Death and donation: different channels of property transfer in late
medieval Iceland, Agnes S. Arnórsdóttir; Individualism or self-sacrifice? Decision-making and retirement within the early modern marital economy in Sweden, Maria Ågren.


AFTERWORD:
Recovering a lost inheritance: the marital economy and its absence from the prehistory of Economics in Britain, Michael Roberts.


BIBLIOGRAPHY;
INDEX.
January 2005 c. 304 pages

www.ashgate.com 


Compiled by Karin Lützen



                    FINLAND

UPCOMING CONFERENCE

Gender and Knowledge: Nordic Women's and Gender History Conference 

The VIII Nordic Women's and Gender History Conference is to be held in Turku on 12-14 August 2005. The theme for the conference "Gender and Knowledge - Gendered Knowledge" addresses questions of gender and knowledge in the context of history writing from various perspectives. Special attention will be directed at the relationship between feminism, theory and the conception of history on one hand, and at questions of colonialism on the other. 

The three-day conference will consist of lectures by keynote speakers and thematic workshops, in which individual papers will be discussed. The theme "Gender and Knowledge" will also be discussed in three main panel discussions: 

I Gender and Knowledge - Use, Misuse and Non-use of History in Women's Studies 

II Colonialism and Nordic Women's History - Postcolonial Challenges 

III Women's History Now - Segregation, Integration, Reproduction 

Keynote lecturers will be Professor Liz Stanley (University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK), who gives a lecture on researchers' role as a producer of knowledge. Professor Clare Midgley (Metropolitan University, London) explores the relationship between imperialism and the origins of modern western feminism. Senior Scholar Karen Offen (Institute for Research on Women and Gender, Stanford University) speaks about European women and the 'knowledge wars'. PhD Katriina Honkanen (The Institute of Women's studies at Ãbo Akademi University) discusses the relationship between feminist theories and history writing. 

Further inquiries can be addressed to: 

Anu Lahtinen 

Kvinnohistorikermötet / Suomen historia 

Historian laitos 

20014 TURUN YLIOPISTO 

FINLAND 

e-mail: qhist2005@utu.fi 

For more information, see http://qhist2005.utu.fi/enindex.html 

Tiina Kinnunen 

PUBLICATION

New anthology on Finnish women historians 

The research done in Finland on women's and gender history corresponds to international trends. Until recently, it has predominantly concentrated on women's agency in working and civic life, including politics and their role in family. Less attention has been paid to women's agency in the production of historical knowledge. In the mainstream studies on Finnish historiography women remain invisible. The writers of the book entitled Oma pöytä. Naiset historiankirjoittajina Suomessa (A Table of Her Own - Finnish Women Historians, 2005), edited by Elina Katainen, Tiina Kinnunen, Eva Packalén and Saara Tuomaala aim to fill this gap by shedding light on women historians in the different fields of historical writing from the early 19th to the 21st centuries. The book consists of 16 articles and two shorter presentations. 

The approach of the articles is predominantly biographical. By focusing on both academic and non-academic women, the writers aim to reveal varied hierarchies concerning the production of historical knowledge. First, the statistics and presentations reveal the gendered structure and women's marginal position in the Finnish academic community: of the 18 women who defended their doctoral theses between 1890 and 1970 two received a permanent chair as a history professor, both in general history. The first woman to receive a permanent professorship in Finnish history received her chair no earlier than in 2003. In addition to women's marginal position in the “guild”, until the 1980s the historical agency and experiences of women were excluded from the body of historical knowledge defined as relevant. 

Secondly, the writers challenge the status of scientific history as the only relevant form of writing history. They have found a rich heritage, not only women's history that so called amateurs have bequeathed to future generations. In the field of women's history, female amateur historians have played a crucial role in recording and exploring women's history. 

As every scientific work, Oma pöytä raises new challenging questions. Especially the relationship of gender, nation and national history merits critical analysis. In this respect, Finnish research on the history of historiography is in tandem with international discussions. The anthology includes an English summary. 
Compiled by Pirjo Markkola

FRANCE

ASSOCIATIONS

Mnémosyne organized a conference in Lyon in March 2005 on « Histoire des femmes et du genre : enseignement et transmission des savoirs ». The conference papers are available on the web site : http://www.mnemosyne.asso.fr.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

Université Charles-de-Gaulle Lille 3 : « Travestissement féminin et liberté( s) (Moyen Âge - XXe siècle)». 16-18 juin 2005,  Conference organized by ÉCLA (Équipe d'accueil Cultures et Langue Anglo-Saxonnes, EA 1763). Responsable: Guyonne Leduc (guyonne.leduc@wanadoo.fr). Fo rmore information : Brigitte Vanyper (brigitte.vanyper@univ-lille3.fr). The abstracts of the conference are available in English on the website of the university

International conference in Paris (23-24 June 2005): « Epistémologies du genre : regards d'hier, points de vue d'aujourd'hui ». Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers ; 292  rue Saint-Martin - Paris - 3ème - M° Réaumur Sébastopol Amphithéâtre

Abbé Grégoire. Organized by the Mage-CNRS - 59 rue Pouchet, 75017 Paris

tél : 00 33 1 40 25 10 29 - fax : 00 33 1 40 25 11 70. Contact Virginie Hervé (herve@cnam.fr)

International conference: “Famigli   e poteri  in Italia tra Medioevo ed Età moderna (XIV-XVII secolo); Lucca, 9-11 giugno 2005, Villa Bonvisi al giardino (Villa Bottini). Organizers: Anna Bellavitis, Isabelle Chabot. For more information, contact: icagnacci@comune.lucca.it
Conference in Paris : « Femmes prêtres. Enjeux pour la société et pour les Eglise » organized by Femmes et hommes en Eglise. Genre en  Christianisme. For more information write : 68 rue de Babylone, 75007 Paris.
RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Journals

Clio, Histoire, Femmes et Sociétés 

N°20: Armées, directed by Luc Capdevila and Dominique Godineau

N°21 : Maternités, directed by Yvonne Knibiehler and Françoise Thébaud

Espaces Temps/Clio. Histoire, Femmes et Sociétés, N°87/88, janvier 2005: Les voies traversières de Nicole Loraux. Une hélléniste à la croisée des sciences sociales.

 Books by individual authors 

Kerhervé, Alain. Une Épistolière anglaise du XVIIIe siècle: Mary Delany (1700-1788). Paris: L'Harmattan, "Des idées et des femmes," 2004. 611 pp.

Martin, Marie. Maria Féodorovna (1759-1828) en son temps: Contribution à l'histoire de la Russie et de l'Europe. Paris: L'Harmattan, "Des idées et des femmes," 2004. 452 pp.

Verrier, Frédérique. Le Miroir des Amazones: Amazones, viragos et guerrières dans la littérature italienne des XVe et XVIe siècles. Paris: L'Harmattan, "Des idées et des femmes," 2004. 256 pp.

Volumes of collected articles

Histoire du corps, Vol. 1 De la Renaissance aux  

Lumières, dir. G. Vigarello,; Vol. 2, De la révolution à la Grande Guerren, dir. Alain Corbin, et al., Paris, Seuil, 2005. 

Dermenjian, Geneviève, Jacques Guilhaumou et Martine Lapied (dirs.), Le Panthéon des femmes. Figures et représentations des heroines,  Publisud, 2004.

Gubin, Eliane, C. Jacques, F. Rochefort, B. Studer, F. Thébaud, M. Zancarini-Fournel (dir.),  Le Siècle des féminismes, Paris, L'Atelier, 2004.  

Leduc, Guyonne, éd. Nouvelles Sources et nouvelles méthodologies de recherche dans les études sur les femmes. Préface de Michelle Perrot. Paris: L'Harmattan, "Des idées et des femmes," 2004. 355 pp.

Articles in collected volumes

Grasser, Céline, “Good Girls versus Blooming Maidens: The Building of Female Middle- and Upper-Class Identities in the Garden, England and France, 1820-1870”, in M.J.Maynes,B. Soland and C. Benninghaus, Secret Gardens, Satanic Mills. Placing Girls in European History, 1750-1960, p.131-146.

Rochefort, Florence, “The French Feminist Movement and Republicanism 1868-1914", in S. Palatschek, B. Pietrow-Ennker (dir.), Women's Emancipation Movements in the 19th Century A European Perspective, Stanford, Stanford U. Press, 2004, p. 77-101.

Rochefort, Florence, “Les féministes", in J.J. Becker et G. Candar (dir.), Histoire des Gauches en France, Paris, La Découverte, 2004,p. 108-118.

Rochefort, Florence, "Laïcité et droits des femmes", Archives de philosophie du droit, "La Laïcité",  T. 48, 2004,  p. 95-107.

Rochefort, Florence, "Les féministes en guerre", 

in E. Morin-Rotureau (dir.), 1914-1918 : 

Combats de femmes, Paris, Autrement, 

2004, p. 17-30.

Rochefort, Florence and Michelle Zancarini-Fournel, "Du féminisme des années 1970 aux débats contemporains", in M. Maruani (dir.), Femmes, genre et sociétés l'état des savoirs, Paris, La Découverte, 2005, p. 347-355.

Rogers, Rebecca, “Porous Walls and Prying Eyes: Control, Discipline and Morality in Boarding Shcools for Girls in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France”, in M.J.Maynes, B. Soland and C. Benninghaus, Secret Gardens, Satanic Mills. Placing Girls in European History, 1750-1960, p.115-130.

Pedagogical tools

A DVD « Filles, garçons, des métiers 

Scientifiques pour tous » as well as a 

brochure and a CD Rom « Filles, 

garçons, l’égalité en images » are 

avalasse. Contact : "Armelle.Le.Bras-

Chopard" armelle.chopard@wanadoo.fr
Compiled by Rebecca Rogers
      GERMANY

REPORT ON AKHFG, 2000-2005

Prof. Dr. Bea Lundt

Federal Co-ordinator of AKHFG

From Germany, there are successes and failures to report. First of all, of course, the successes should be mentioned. For approximately the last three years, the Arbeitskreis Historische Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung [AKHFG] has been accessible online. In 2003, during the tenure of the federal co-ordinators Martina Kessel and Wiebke Kolbe, University of Bielefeld, a homepage was created. At the present time, it is to be found on the server at the University of Flensburg. One can access it by clicking on: http://www.uni-flensburg.de/akhfg.

This homepage contains information about those persons who serve in our group especially as contact persons for certain regions or academic fields. This is important, for these functions change, of course, again and again. Additionally, there is the rubric “Aktuelles” [Current Topics] with news of the next conferences, important dates, and perspectives, and also another named “Archiv” [Archive] that provides information about the latest activities. Also not to be forgotten is our link with information about the international association, the IFRWH. The file with our membership list is also accessible online. It contains the names, the places of employment, the research emphases, and the academic fields of our members. It has proven to be difficult to continue to keep this data really current and up to date. Our newsletter, too, has undergone a change in the last two years: it now comes every week to our members with current information from all over the world. Kerstin Wolff, who works in the Archiv der Deutschen Frauenbewegung [Archives of the German Women’s Movement] in Kassel, has taken over the important task of preparing and sending out this newsletter for us. The newsletter gives our work another face and quite tremendously reinforces the aspect of our network as a functioning information exchange: even women researchers from Switzerland and Austria are interested in our newsletter and have subscribed to it! In addition, online communication, also the interdisciplinary communication between the academic fields, has improved considerably: we received several times in the last few weeks the report that our data bank has been taken up into various comprehensive networks with Europe, such as in the selection of “Databases of Women Scientists” (DATAWOMSCI), which is accessible under: http://www.cews.org/EU/DATAWOMSCIen. We are in the German History Network: http://www.clio-online.de/. And we also maintain good contacts and a lively exchange with the “men researchers” in German-speaking countries, who have members from the various cultural sciences. In the meantime, much information is disseminated via the newsletter of the AKHFG as well as via that of the masculine researchers AIM-GENDER at the University of Vienna.

A series of conferences took place. The AKHFG itself organized a conference on the theme “Das Geschlecht der Dinge” [The Gender of Things], which took place in June, 2003, in Münster. And, in 2005, there was a conference at the Humboldt University in Berlin that for the first time dealt in detail with gender questions in Antiquity. Another one about the Internationality in Women’s Movements “Der Internationalismus der Frauenbewegungen (ca. 1830 bis in die 1960er-Jahre) is in preparation. 

Along with our specialized conferences for various epochs, we also have taken the first steps in dealing with the question of the mediation of our research in the pubic realm. For, we also must gain a foothold in the museum, in the archives, in the media, in the associations, in continuing education, and, of course, in the schools, too, and make clear that the results of our research are suitable for helping to answer current questions in the present-day gender discourse and for offering perspectives for the future. This is why two workshops on the theme “Presenting Gender. Genderforschung didaktisch reflektiert” [Presenting Gender. Didactic Reflections on Gender Research] already have taken place. Here in Germany, there exists a greater need for this than in other countries that have their own tradition of cultivating popular scholarly text forms that reach a particular brilliance in the genre and guarantee a larger influence for themselves. We are more serious, more ponderous, and anxious to vindicate our professionalism through specialized research and to submerge ourselves for years in source archives. For this reason, we must again and again remind ourselves not to lose contact with the public. And it is here that we already find the problem that we currently face.

For, along with these successes and new perspectives, our presence at conventions of German historians is really alarmingly poor. A comprehensive conference organized by the “Verband Deutscher Historiker” [Association of German Historians] takes place every two years (on the homepage of this organization, the feminine membership still has not found a place in the name given to this union of all those persons in Germany involved in historical research). This meeting is a major and important event with a broad charismatic presence in the society. It legitimately claims to represent the current state of the historical sciences. The last historians’ convention took place in 2004 in Kiel, in Northern Germany. And all the sections proposed to the conference that had gender-historical themes were rejected!!! Really every last one! Of course, tremendously many proposals, to be sure, had been turned down. And yet: this had never been the case before, and Wiebke Kolbe has said what is necessary to say about this in a report for the official network of historical researchers. It can be read under: http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/forum/type=discussionen&id=540.

It is absolutely incomprehensible: At many international conferences, German research on gender history is in demand and many of us travel every year to America, England, and France. Indeed, several German women engaged in gender research even travel to the International Historians’ Convention in Sydney. It is also not the case that there are no important conferences in Germany on questions of women’s and gender research. But, they often take place on a small scale. In most cases, we remain alone among ourselves. We thereby have forced ourselves to the sidelines more clearly than ever before, and the official research thus has done the same to us as far as it presents itself externally in the larger society. For this reason, we have formulated a protest resolution at our last yearly conference as AKHFG in February, 2005, directed to the Association of Historians. We have just submitted this resolution, in the middle of May, to the board of the Association.

The occasion of the protest was, apart from the lack of presence of gender history at the German Historians’ Convention, also the present practice in making academic appointments. An extreme shortage of funds in times of economic crisis and a problematic policy in higher education have led to the situation that, in general, and in particular for women researchers, drastically fewer academic positions have been offered officially. We have four professorships that are devoted specifically to this area of research and teaching: Regina Schulte in Bochum, Martina Kessel in Bielefeld, Claudia Ulrich in Berlin, and Eva Labouvie in Magdeburg, all specialists in the area of modern history. There is, in addition, a junior professorship for ancient history (limited to six years) that is held by Elke Hartmann in Berlin. Along with these, however, there is a whole series of feminine professors who are busily occupied with specific themes in the field, even if the designation of their academic chair runs differently. And, in the last five years, there has been a whole series of appointments of new feminine professors. The situation, thus, is complex and must be examined in various contexts. Official statistics on positions filled that would help us to understand trends quantitatively and, thereby, to substantiate our arguments, do not exist at the present time. We thus have turned to the Association of Historians again with this concern, in order to obtain documents for such a compilation.

The further background of this entire development is a change in generations within historical women’s and gender research: our “grandes dames” have gone into retirement: first of all Annette Kuhn in Bonn, who, above all, trained men and women teachers; after her, Karin Hausen in Berlin, who directed an interdisciplinary center for women’s and gender history; as well as Heide Wunder in Kassel, who worked in modern history and advised numerous women doctoral candidates. They were the pioneers in this country, and Hausen and Wunder, together with Gisela Bock, also provided the decisive impetus for the founding of the AKHFG and decisively bore the burden of its work. For this reason, the field is rightly and very closely connected with their names! None of these positions have been refilled, or charged with comparable themes of research. The younger members of the generation of feminine professors who, in the meantime, are already established in their positions, is apparently not yet so clearly associated in the view from outside with “the cause”. Numerous doctorates on historical gender research are completed in the various interdisciplinary graduate seminars and are there often provided with “secondary” advisors, that is, experts from related fields. At the last call for applications in Berlin, about 440 men and women candidates with a gender theme are said to have applied for a doctoral scholarship within the framework of the graduate seminar. The interest among the younger men and women scholars, thus, is enormous and the trend is upward. But, the corresponding institutional bond and infrastructure remains a problem. And, after conclusion of the dissertation, there are for many no professional perspectives.

Thus, in all, it is important in the next years to continue to work hard, and perhaps even to work still harder, in asserting ourselves more and in anchoring ourselves better in the field, even in times of extreme lack of money and of a murderous competition for the incumbencies available.

Not least of all, an anniversary stands just around the corner: the AKHFG is now fifteen years old, and our network has weathered all of the stresses and turmoil of the last few years! We are proud of this. For this reason, we intend to organize together a celebration next year, to take place 6th of May 2006 in Berlin. We will hear our founders Karin Hausen and Heide Wunder speaking about their experiences and memory. Along with documentation of past activities as illustrated in lectures by women representatives of the first hour, we also want to begin reflection upon perspectives for our future work. And, not least of all, we want to celebrate together! Colleagues from abroad are heartily invited to attend this event!

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

Eva Labouvie: 

November 2005, Dritte Interdisziplinäre Fachtagung zur Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung in Sachsen-Anhalt und den neuen Bundesländern: Präsentation von wissenschaftlichen Ergebnissen aus Promotions- und Habilitationsprojekten, Otto von-Guericke-Universität, Magdeburg

November 2005, Fachtagung zur Frauen- und

Geschlechtergeschichte des Arbeitskreises neue 

Bundesländer im Arbeitskreises für historische

Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung in 

Deutschland“ mit Forscherinnen und Forschern

aller neuen Bundesländer (als

Regionalkoordinatorin des „Arbeitskreises für

historische Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung 

in Deutschland“ für die neuen Bundesländer):

DoktorandInnentreffen, Otto-von-Guericke-

Universität, Magdeburg (Labouvie)
Jutta Schwarzkopf: 

International Conference "Communication - Mobility - Networks: The International

Dimension of the Women's Movements (ca. 1830 - 1960s), Bremen University, September

15-17, 2005, organized by Eva Schöck-Quinteros, Jutta Schwarzkopf, Annika Wilmers, Kerstin Wolff, in conjunction with the AKHFG and the Archive of the German Women's Movement Nähere Informationen: www.uni-flensburg.de/akhfg.  Punkt: Aktuelles

Tagungsprogramm  

Kommunikation - Mobilität - Netzwerke . Die internationale Dimension der Frauenbewegungen
(ca. 1830 bis in die 1960er Jahre) 

an der Universität Bremen vom 15. - 17. September 2005

Konzeption und Organisation:

Dr. Eva Schöck-Quinteros (Universität Bremen); 

PD. Dr. Jutta Schwarzkopf (Universität Hannover); 
Annika Wilmers M.A. Historikerin (Universität Tübingen) 
Dr. Kerstin Wolff (Stiftung - Archiv der deutschen Frauenbewegung Kassel)

In Verbindung mit: der Stiftung - Archiv der deutschen Frauenbewegung (Kassel) und dem Arbeitskreis Historische Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung (AKHFG)

Gefördert von:
Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend (BMFSFJ), 
Zentrum für feministische Studien (Bremen)
Hedwig Hintze-Gesellschaft (Bremen)
Universität Bremen.

Tagungsort: Raum SFG 0150, Universität Bremen siehe: www.uni-bremen.de/uniplan
Donnerstag, 15. September 2005
14.00 Begrüßung und Eröffnung der Tagung durch die Organisatorinnen.

Grußworte 
Prof. Dr. Bea Lundt, Universität Flensburg, Vorsitzende des Arbeitskreises Historische Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung (AKHFG)
Prof. Dr. Doris Kaufmann, Sprecherin des Instituts für Geschichte der Universität Bremen 
Prof. Dr. Wilfried Müller, Rektor der Universität Bremen (angefragt) 
Frau Ulrike Hauffe, Gleichstellungsbeauftrage der Freien und Hansestadt Bremen  

14.50  Einführung ins Thema der Konferenz 
Kerstin Wolff, Archiv der deutschen Frauenbewegung 

Sektion 1: Wechselwirkungen von nationalem und internationalem Engagement 

15.00 Susanne Kinnebrock (München)
Internationalismus und nationale Isolation

15.20 Jill Liddington (Leeds)
Was the suffrage campaign really international? Votes for Women in Edwardian Britain, 1903-1914

16.40 Pernilla Jonsson, Lovisa af Petersen (Uppsala / Stockholm)
Swedish bourgeois women's movements and the international scene, 1885-1916

17.00 Elisabeth Dickmann (Bremen)
Die Italienerinnen in der internationalen Frauenbewegung
 
17.20 Barbara Potthast (Köln)
Die Bedeutung internationaler Kongresse und Organisationen für den Feminismus im Cono Sur zu Beginn des 20. Jahrhunderts

Freitag, 16. September 2005
Sektion 2: Akteurinnen und Aktionsfelder in den internationalen Frauenbewegungen 

Akteurinnen 
9.00 Susanne Schötz (Bielefeld )
Jenseits von Grenzen. Transnationale Akteurinnen im Umfeld des ADF
       
9.20 Eva Schöck-Quinteros (Bremen)
Frauen in Bewegung im 19. Jahrhundert 

10.40 Susan Zimmermann (Budapest)
Reorganizing the Local Through Becoming International: The Case of Roza Schwimmer

11.00 Mineke Bosch (Maastricht)
Some Reflections on Aletta Jacob's Transnational Feminism

11.20 Francisca DeHaan (Budapest)
Organizing Women Internationally in the 1820s: The Case of Elizabeth Fry 

Frieden 
14.30 Jo Vellacott (Kingston )
Still a long way to go
 
14.50 David Patterson (Washington)
Searching for Negotiated Peace: Women's Activism and Citizen Diplomacy in World War I

16.15 Annika Wilmers (Tübingen )
'Jener feine innere Wert...' Die Kultur der internationalen Frauenfriedensbewegung

16.35 Susanne Hertrampf (Bonn) 
Die Women's International League for Peace and Freedom als internationale Frauenfriedensorganisation in den 50er und 60er Jahren des 20. Jahrhunderts

Abolitionismus  
14.30 Sabrina Hepke (Köln) 
Prostitution, Abolitionismus und die Frauenbewegung in Kuba 1898-1940

14.50 Anne Summers (London) 
Liberty, Equality, Morality: strains and contradictions in the European campaign against state-regulated prostitution, 1875-1906

Bildung 
16.15 Christine von Oertzen (Washington) 
Bildung, Weiblichkeit, Weltfrieden: Die International Federation of University Women (IFUW) 1919-1967

16.35 Eva Matthes (Augsburg)
Die Auswirkungen der internationalen Netzwerke des Bundes Deutscher Frauenvereine im International Council of Women (ICW) auf den Erziehungs- und Bildungsdiskurs in Deutschland und England 1890-1914 

17.00 Christa Kersting (Berlin)
Kommunikation über Erziehung und Bildung im International Council of Women, 1914-1933, unter besonderer Berücksichtigung des Austauschs zwischen Deutschland und den USA

Samstag, 19. September 2005
Sektion 3: Ideologische Differenzen auf internationaler Bühne 

9.00 Antje Schrupp (Frankfurt)
Feministische Sozialistinnen in der Ersten Internationale
9.20 Ulla Wikander (Stockholm)
Left Bourgeois and Socialist Women in Dispute: Berlin, 1896

10.30 Zusammenfassende Überlegungen zur Tagung 
Round Table: The Internationalism of the Women's Movements 
Barbara Potthast, Anja Schüler, Jo Vellacott, Ulla Wikander, Susan Zimmermann, Jutta Schwarzkopf

Anmeldungen bitte bis zum 15.8.2005 an Dr. Eva Schöck-Quinteros.
Bitte zahlen Sie den Tagungsbeitrag von Euro 40.- (Studierende 20.-) auf folgendes Konto ein:
Ko.-Nummer: 10 70 500 022
Bremer Landesbank (BLZ: 290 500 00)
Bitte als Verwendungszweck unbedingt angeben: EK 500 101 00/40 80 00 85

Unterkunft buchbar unter: www.bremen.de
Bea Lundt: Nächste Bundeskonferenz des AKHFG vom 17.-18.2.2006 in Bad Honnef

Bea Lundt: 

„Weibergeschichten“-  Mythen über Frauen im Wandel der Jahrhunderte. Tagung in der Europäischen Akademie Sankelmark 18.-20.11.2005. 

Themen: 2 biblische Beispiele: Lilith (Michael Salewski), Judith (Marion Kobelt-Groch), antik und keltisch: Melusine  und Viviane (Bea Lundt), Die böse Stiefmutter. Ein Beispiel orientalischen Ursprungs: Die Sieben Weisen Meister (Bea Lundt), Eine regionale Heldin: Telse von Dithmarschen (Marion Kobelt-Groch), Die Femme Fatale (Michael Salewski), 

Gisela Muschiol:

Vom 21. bis 23. Oktober 2005 findet die nächste Tagung der AG Zeitgeschichte des Katholischen Deutschen Frauenbundes in der Villa Schaaffhausen in Bad Honnef/Deutschland statt. Das Thema der Tagung lautet: Konfession als Handlungsmaxime? Kommunalpolitikerinnen in Deutschland in der ersten Hälfte des 20. Jahrhunderts. Neben einigen größeren Referaten besteht Gelegenheit zur Präsentation eigener Arbeiten, insbesondere für Nachwuchsforscherinnen. Weitere Informationen unter Muschiol@uni-bonn.de oder Theologische.Genderforschung@uni-bonn.de

Die Arbeitsstelle für Theologische Genderforschung/Institut für Kirchengeschichte an der Universität Bonn plant für den 12. bis 15. Februar 2006 eine internationale Tagung in Rom zum Thema „La presenza cattolica femminile in Italia e Germania nel XX secolo/Die Katholikinnen in Italien und Deutschland im 20. Jahrhundert“.

Deutsche, italienische und französische Wissenschaftler/innen werden zu folgenden Bereichen vergleichend arbeiten: 1. Le cattoliche nel campo dell’educazione e delle attività sociali/Katholikinnen in Bildungsinstitutionen und Sozialarbeit; 2. Donne e santità: modelli femminili di santità e loro recezione/Frauenbilder: Muster  weiblicher Heiligkeit und ihre Rezeption; 3. Le cattoliche nei media: temi, spazi e stile di comunicazione/Katholikinnen und die Medien: Themen, Räume und Kommunikationsstil.

Weitere Informationen unter Theologische.Genderforschung@uni-bonn.de  

Ulrike Gleixner: 

"Wissen Schaffen". Erinnerungskultur, Traditionsbildung und Geschlecht im Pietismus vom 17. bis 19. Jahrhundert.

Interdisziplinäres Symposium 30.6.- 2.7.2005 "Landgut Castelen" (Augst/Nähe Basel)

Katharina Reinhold: 

Jahreskonferenz  2005 des AKHFG, Region  "Süd-West" der Bundesländer 

Baden-Württemberg, Rheinland-Pfalz und Saarland 

Am 21. Mai 2005 in der Universität Mannheim, 

Programm: 

Katharina Reinholdt (Saarbrücken):

"Sexualität und Erlösung. Ehekonzepte und Ehepraxis in der Radikalen Reformation"  

Caroline Galm (Freiburg):

"Augusta - Visionärin ohne Macht? Eine politische Biographie der ersten deutschen Kaiserin"  

Bettina Blum (Münster):

"Zwischen weiblichem ,Geschlechtscharakter' und staatlicher Autorität. Diskussionen um Polizistinnen und Geschlechterdifferenz bei der deutschen Polizei 1920-1950"  

Prof. Dr. Ulla Peters (Luxembourg):

"Gender- und Frauenforschung an der Université de Luxembourg - Möglichkeiten der Kooperation"

Diskussion:  

"Der neue AK ,Süd-West' - Eine Standortbestimmung", Bericht von der AK-Bundestagung in Bad Honnef, Anliegen der AK-Mitglieder und Organisatorisches

Historisches Museum Frankfurt/Main

Curator:Ursula Kern

ursula.kern@stadt-frankfurt.de

Exhibition in preparation:

2007 the Frankfurt City Museum will  present an exhibition, pointing out the female influence on urban structures concerning various handicrafts, banking and trade, art and literature, housekeeping and  patronage in Frankfurt/Main

Ursula Kern: „Women around 1800 in Frankfurt/Main“ (Frankfurter Frauenzimmer um 1800) 

The internet-presentation gives an idea, how women , though excluded from political participation, however were able to act in urban social structure and used their formative influence in various spaces. ursula.kern@stadt-frankfurt.de

Anke Stephan: "Oral History und (post)sozialistische Gesellschaften". Internationale Konferenz, Haus Wiesneck bei Freiburg,

3.-5.11.2005

EXHIBITIONS

Krone und Schleier. Kunst aus mittelalterlichen 

Franuenklöstern. Bonn: Die Zeit der Orden 

1200-1500, Essen: Die Frühen Klöster und Stifte 

500-1200 19. März – 3. Juli 2005-06-04

www.krone-und-schleier.de
Projektleitung: Dr. Elisabeth v. Dücker, Museum 

der Arbeit „Sexarbeit – Geschichte/n von Prostitution und Frauenhandel“. 

Ein interdisziplinäres Projekt des Museums der Arbeit, Hamburg

In: Museum der Arbeit. Wiesendamm 3 22305 Hamburg Tel. 040-428 133-0, FAX 040-428 133-330, e-mail: info@museum-der-arbeit.de
Für eine finanzielle Förderung des Ausstellungsprojektes konnten bislang gewonnen werden: die Behörde für Wissenschaft und Gesundheit Hamburg, die Universität Hamburg, die Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit, die Nordelbische Kirche, das Diakonische Werk Hamburg, die filia Frauenstiftung, die Walter Hesselbach-Stiftung des DGB, die Dienstleistungsgewerkschaft ver.di, Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit.

Zeitrahmen: Eröffnung am 3. November 2005 im Museum der Arbeit, Laufzeit in Hamburg bis 26. März 2006, in Bonn und Berlin bis ca. Anfang 2007.

Ausstellungsorte: 1. Station: Hamburg, im Museum der Arbeit im 700 qm Sonderausstellungsraum,  2.  Station: Bonn, im Frauenmuseum, 3.  Station: Berlin, im Haus am Kleistpark und NGBK

Eva Labouvie: 

April - Juli 2004, Ausstellung im 

Foyer der Universitätsbibliothek der Otto-von

Guericke-Universität Magdeburg: „Weibliche

Ärzte. Die Geschichte eines Frauenberufes“

(unter der Schirmherrschaft des Rektors der

Otto-von-Guericke-Universität, Prof. Dr. K.-E. 

Pollmann, und der Staatssekretärin des 

Ministeriums für Arbeit und Soziales des Landes 

Sachsen-Anhalt, Bärbel Freudenberg-Pilster), 

zusammen mit dem Institut für Geschichte, Ethik 

und Theorie der Medizin, Medizinische Fakultät 

der Otto-von-Guericke Universität, Magdeburg

Eva Labouvie: März 2005, Eröffnung der 

Ausstellung: „Hexenverfolgung auf dem 

Territorium Sachsen- Anhalt“, Festvortrag, 

Volksbad Buckau, Magdeburg 

Eva Labouvie: 14. Juni 2005, 

Ausstellungseröffnung der Wanderausstellung: 

„Leben in der Stadt. Zur Kultur- und 

Geschlechtergeschichte Magdeburgs“ (anlässlich 

des 1200jährigen Stadtjubiläums 2005, 

Schirmherrschaft Dr. Rüdiger Koch,

Beigeordneter des Dezernates Kultur, Schule und 

Sport der Landeshauptstadt Magdeburg), Otto-

von-Guericke Universität, Magdeburg, Foyer der

Universitäts-Bibliothek

Eva Labouvie: September 2005, 

Ausstellungseröffnung der Wanderausstellung 

Im Schatten. Frauen zwischen Altmark und 

Unstruttal“ (Aufbereitung der kleinen 

Ausstellung zu Frauen in Sachsen-Anhalt bei der 

EXPO 2000 in Hannover), Landtag des Landes 

Sachsen-Anhalt

Sybille Küster: 

Ausstellung „Natur – Kultur – Geschlecht“ beim 30. Deutschen Evangelischen Kirchentag in Hannover

Der Studien- und Forschungsschwerpunkt Gender Studies an der Universität Hannover präsentiert auf dem 30. Deutschen Evangelischen Kirchentag, vom 25.-29.5.2005 in Hannover, eine Ausstellung zum Thema: „Natur - Kultur – Geschlecht: umkämpfte Grenzen“. Aus der Perspektive der Geschlechterforschung gestalten die beteiligten Kolleginnen und Kollegen aus der Geschichtswissenschaft, den Sozialwissenschaften und der Erziehungswissenschaft in der Themenhalle ‚Kunst, Bildung, Wissenschaft’ ein Wissenschaftszelt unter der Fragestellung „Was ist der Mensch?“

Die Wissenschaften vom Menschen spielten eine zentrale Rolle bei der Etablierung der modernen Ordnung der Geschlechter. Ihre Deutungen und Befunde dienten und dienen bis heute dazu, zu sagen, was Männer und Frauen sind, was sie können und sollen. Angesichts dieser Definitionsmacht war die Frauen- und Geschlechterforschung seit ihren Anfängen immer auch Wissenschaftskritik. Ihre Einsprüche richteten sich gegen verengte Bestimmungen von Männlichkeit und Weiblichkeit, Sexualität und Körperlichkeit, und gegen die Ableitung von Verhalten und Verhältnissen aus dem Plan der Natur. Im historischen Längsschnitt gibt das Wissenschaftszelt ‚Gender’ einen Einblick in wichtige Kontroversen 

um die Ordnung der Geschlechter bis in die Gegenwart.

Das Zelt ist geöffnet vom 26. bis 28.5.2005, jeweils von 10.30 bis 18.00 Uhr. Die Leitung des Projekts liegt bei Dr. Sybille Küster, Historisches Seminar, Universität Hannover, Im Moore 21, 30167 Hannover, Tel.: 0511-762-5733. mail-Kontakt: sybille.kuester@hist.uni-hannover.de
Marion Kobelt-Groch: 

Geplante Tagung an der Freien Universität Amsterdam (Vrije Universiteit) in

Zusammenarbeit mit Prof. Dr. Piet Visser über Täuferinnen und Mennonitinnen – neue Forschungen. Geplanter Konferenztermin: September 2006
RESEARCH PROJECTS

(Thesis): Caroline Galm

Titel: "Augusta - Visionärin ohne Macht? Eine politische Biographie der ersten

deutschen Kaiserin"

Betreuerin: Prof. Dr. Sylvia Paletschek, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg i. Br.

Professor Patricia Mazon | Department of History | 546 Park Hall

State University of New York at Buffalo | Buffalo, NY 14260-4130 USA

(716) 645-2181 x 584 (o) | (716) 645-5954 (fax) | mazon@acsu.buffalo.edu
Dr. Patricia Mazon ist Associate Professor fuer deutsche und europaeische Geschichte an der State University of New York zu Buffalo (USA).  2003 veroeffentlichte sie bei Stanford University Press die Studie _Gender and the Modern Research University:  The Admission of Women to German Higher Education, 1865-1914.  Zur Zeit arbeitet sie ueber Frauen im oeffentlichen Leben in der Nachkriegzeit, speziell Marion von Doenhoff, Hilde Benjamin, Alice Schwarzer und Angela Merkel. 

Dr. des. Claudia Bruns, Historikerin derzeit Postdoktorandin des DFG-Graduiertenkollegs Identität und Differenz. Geschlech​ter​​kon​struk​tion und Interku​lturalität (18.-21.Jh.) und

Lehrbeauftragte der Universität Tier; studierte Geschichte, Germanistik, Philosophie

und Erziehungswissenschaften an der Universität Hamburg und am Trinity College Dublin (Irland); 1998-2001 wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin des Forschungsprojekts

Geschlechter​geschichte der Politik am historischen Seminar der Universität Hamburg;

2002 Preisträgerin des Frauenförder​preises der Universität Hamburg; 2001-2003 wiss.

Koordinatorin des Interdisziplinären Zentrums für Frauen- und Geschlechter​forschung

der Universität Kassel; 2003-2004 Stipendiatin der Universität Hamburg; im Juli 2004

Promotion im Fach mittlerer und neuerer Geschichte mit einer Arbeit unter dem Titel:

Politik des Eros - Der Männerbund als Wissens-, Macht- und Subjektstrategie vom

Kaiserreich zum Nationalsozialismus.

Ulrike Gleixner: 

DFG Projekt: "Kritische Edition des Tagebuches der Pietistin und Pfarrersfrau Beate

Hahn Paulus (1778-1842)

(Universität Potsdam, Prof. Dr. Juliane Jacobi)

Barbara Stambolis: 

Ich habe eine Anschubfinanzierung zur Untersuchung weiblicher Netzwerke bekommen, 

ferner ist ein Antrag (Antragstellerin Sabine Hering) unterwegs: 

Themenbereich "Friedfertige Gesellschaft" Antrag: Friedfertigkeit als weiblicher Habitus und politisches Projekt. Weiblichkeitsbilder und Frauenfriedensarbeit im Visier gesellschaftspolitischer Interessen seit 1945.

Compiled by Bea Lundt


     
             HUNGARY

INSTITUTIONS

The Section on Women’s and Gender History of the Hungarian Historical Association (founded in 1867) was founded in 2004. The section aims to offer a space for renewal of teaching and researching history and to introduce gender as a category of analyses. The president is Andrea Peto petoand@axelero.hu, secretary Maria Palasik palasik@eik.bme.hu. 

More in Hungarian www.szazadok.hu. 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Házastárs? Munkatárs? Vetélytárs? A női szerepek változása a 20. századi Magyarországon. (Spouse- Collaborator- Rival- Changing women’s roles in 20th century Hungary) eds.: Palasik Mária, Sipos Balázs, Budapest, Napvilág, 2005.

This volume is based on a conference with the same title and is state of the art research on Hungarian women’s history. 

Book series:

The series “Feminism and History” (Balassi Publishing House, Budapest) in Hungarian http://w3.enternet.hu/bkiado/ aims to publish Hungarian translations in order to introduce to approaches to history.

Rosalind Miles, The Women’s History of the World , 2000 

Feminism and History ed. Joan Wallach Scott, 2001

George Mosse, The Image of Man, 2002 

Luisa Passerini, Storie di donne e femministe. 2003.

Miglena Nikolchina, Meaning and Matricide, 2004.

Margot Wieser, Stiller Aufburch, 2004.

Helen Epstein, Where She Came From. A Daughter’s Search for Her Mother’s History, 2005.

Articles:

Peto, Andrea.  Writing Women‘s History in 

Eastern Europe. Toward a Terra 

Cognita? Journal of Women‘s History 

16 (4) 2004,  pp.173-183.

Peto, Andrea and Judith Szapor. Women and the 

Alternative Public Sphere: toward a 

redefinition of women‘s activism and 

the seperate spheres in East Central 

Europe“  NORA, Nordic Journal of 

Women‘s Studies. 2004. No.3. Vol. 12. 

pp. 172-182.

ON THE WEB

History of Jewish Women in Hungary: The small Jewish women's group, Esther's Bag (EszterTáska) was founded to promote research on history of Jewish women. They have written numerous articles on the position and life of Jewish women in Hungary, from an interdisciplinary perspective available also in English on the webpage. The Foundation was registered on 1 August, 2002. Their goal is to recover Jewish women's lost world and to add a new aspect to the male centered Jewish culture and history. They feel the need to redefine the relationship between Jewish heritage and everyday life. Their aim is to transform the Jewish tradition from a women’s point of view and to spread values such as equal opportunity, social justice, and solidarity. http://www.nextwave.hu/esztertaska
ANNIVERSARY

“100 éves a Feministák Egyesülete. A feminizmus születésének előestéjén" (100 years of the Feminist Association. The birth of feminism) organised by MINok Egyesülete és a NoTárs on 26 November 2004 to celebrate the Hungarian feminism. see some weblinks in Hungarian http://www.nol.hu/cikk/342149/
http://www.tusarok.org/rovatok/cikk.php?id=304
Compiled by Andrea Peto


       MEXICO

UPCOMING CONFERENCE

Gender and Women in Mexican History

The University of Utah-Salt Lake City will host the third International Colloquium on the History of Women and Gender in Mexico in Salt Lake City, Utah, September 22-24, 2005. The conference has two principal objectives: 

-  To provide a forum for discussion of new research responding to theoretical and empirical literature about gender in Mexico

-  To promote and strengthen the ties among an international community of scholars dedicated to research about women’s experiences and gender issues in Mexico

Contact:

Susie S. Porter

Department of History

University of Utah-Salt Lake City

380 South 1400 East, room 211

Salt Lake City, Utah    84112-0311

las@las.utah.edu
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Susie P. Porter, from University of UTA-Salt Lake City, obtained a Fulbright García Robles Grant from 1/2006-6/2006.

Susie P. Porter obtained the “Oustanding Book Award” for the best publication (2002-2004), Latin American Studies Association, Labor and Class Relations Studies Section for Working Women in México City: Public Discourses and Material Conditions, 1879-1931 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2003).

PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES

Augustine-Adams, Kif, “La decisión de casarse con un chino…: Contesting Citizenship, Race, and Gender in Mexico, 1900-1940,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005

Blum, Ann, “Domestic Economies: Family, Housework, and domestic Service in México City, 1940-1940,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Boylan, Kristina, “She Forced Me: Revolutionary and Not-So Revolutionary Negotiations in Catholic Bigamy and Divorce Trials, 1930-1940,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Buck, Sarah, “Eduardo Urzaiz and the Writing of Eugenia: Reproductive Politics in Socialist Yucatan, Mexico,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Cano, Gabriela, “Homophobia and the Attack on Female Masculinity in Political Discourse in Postrevolutionary México, 1938-1954,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Fernández Aceves, María Teresa, “Debates sobre el ingreso de las mujeres a la universidad y las primeras graduadas en la Universidad de Guadalajara, 1914-1933”, paper presented at XX Congreso Nacional de Historia Regional, December 1-4, 2004.

-----------------------------------------, “Trabajo femenino y talleres domiciliarios”, paper presented at the 1ª Jornada de Investigación del Seminario Permanente de Cultura y Poder en Guadalajara, CIESAS-Occidente, Guadalajara, December 3-6, 2004.

----------------------------------------, “Género y narrativa de mujeres trabajadoras en Guadalajara, 1910-1970”, paper presented at the VI Coloquio Internacional de Occidentalistas: El Occidente de México, Relaciones intra e interregionales, con el trabajo, Universidad de Guadalajara, February 23-25, 2005.

---------------------------------------, “Women´s  history and the history of gender in México,” paper presented at the 2005 Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, Claremont, California, USA, June 2-5, 2005.

Macías González, Víctor, “Viviremos juntos, Hablaremos de nuestras penas y placeres, gozaremos del comercio del alma, exclusiva delicia de los que nacieron sensibles: Friendship and Masculinity in 19th-Century México,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Olcott, Jocelyn H., “The Cost of So Much Blood: Negotiationg a Gendered Citizenship in Postrevolutionary México,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Ramos Escandón, Carmen, “El Álbum de la mujer como libro de viaje coordinado pro Brígida Pastor,” paper presented at CEDLA Congress, Bastislava, July 4-8, 2004.

Rivera Reynaldos, Lisette, “Fue la ceguedad por la pasión de los celos. La mujer y los delitos de lesiones, golpes y heridas en el centro occidente del México porfiriano," paper presented at the XX Congreso Nacional de Historia Regional Historia Socio-Cultural y Estudios de Género, Universidad Autónoma de Sinaloa, Culiacán, Sinaloa, December 1-4, 2004.

-----------------------, "Mujer, delito y exclusión social: la vida cotidiana en las cárceles femeninas porfirianas de Morelia y Querétaro," paper presented at the Coloquio Ciencias, Economía y Sociedad en la Historia de América Latina y el Caribe, Universidad Michoacana en Morelia, April 26-27, 2005.

Rubenstein, Anne, “Good Catholics, Good Mexicans, and Good Taste: Catholic Women and the Rise of Art Cinema in México, 1950-1970,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.
Sanders, Nikki, "Creating a 'Modern' Workforce: Gender and the Shift to Foster
Care in 1940s Mexico." At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Schell, Patience A., 2Women in Black: The Unión de Damas Católicas Mexicanas Batlle the Mexican State, 1926-1929,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005.

Smith, Stephanie, J., “The Case of the Wayward Priest: Sex in the City´s Courts in Revolutionary México,” At the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Scripps College, June 4, 2005
Sweet, Betsy, “Empoderamiento femenino a través de la cooperación, la migración y la propiedad.  Dos casos de estudio: México y Rusia”, paper presented at the Seminar “Relaciones de género, empodramiento femenino y cultura”, Centro Regional de Investigaciones Multidisciplinarias, UNAM, México City.

Tirado, Gloria, “De lo invisible a lo visible. Dos décadas en la lucha de las universitarias”, paper presented at the 24th Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Las Vegas, Nevada. USA, October 7-9, 2004.

------------------, “De la rebeldía a la revolución. Aproximaciones a una historia de vida”,  paper presented at the XX Congreso Nacional de Historia Regional, December 1-4, 2004.

-----------------, “Las mujeres académicas en el siglo XXI” paper presented at the BUAP, March 8, 2005.

-----------------, “El rol de las académicas en el mundo actual”, paper presented at the Foro La función pública y las mujeres”, Congreso del Estado de Puebla, March 17, 2005.
RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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--------------------------------, “Mujeres e Historia: el género del poder” in Retos de la historia y cambios politicos (México: INHERM, 2004): 155-164.
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CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS

Sandra Aguilar Rodríguez, a gradute student at Manchester University, is working in her Ph. D. Dissertation on “Cooking Modernity in the Mexican Countryside: Women´s Daily Life in Guanajuato in the 1950s”

Martha Monzón, a M.A. student, is working in the women in the Códice Xolotl.

Lisette Griselda Rivera Reynaldos, from the Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas de la Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, is working on “Prostitution and female criminality in Western Mexico during the Porfiriato”.

Rocío Rosas Vargas, a Ph. D. student, is working on “Women´s socio-economic participation in the Haciendas, Salvatierra, Guanajuato”. 

Compiled by María Teresa Fernández-Aceves.

NETHERLANDS
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NORWAY

NO REPORT THIS ISSUE


SWEDEN

NEWS 

Our national association SKOGH will come together in Abo in August 2005 to elect our new board for the upcoming three years. The board at University of Lund will be shifted on to a group of scholars at Uppsala University who will take over the responsibility of the organisation. 

UPCOMING CONFERENCE


This meeting will take place at the same time as our Nordic Women's and Gender History Conference will be at work in Turku (Abo) Finland 12-14 August 2005. The main theme of the conference is Gender and Knowledge – Gendered Knowledge. It is the 8th Nordic conference for Scandinavian Gender Historians. It adresses questions of gender and knowledge in the context of History writing from various perspectives. Special attention will be directed at the relationship between feminism, theory and the conception of history on one hand, and at questions of colonialism on the other.

The three day conference will consist of lectures by key note speakers, round tables and thematic workshops, in which individual papers will be discussed. As keynote lectures the convenors  have invited Professor Liz Stanley, UK, Professor Clare Midgley, Uk, Ph D Katriina Honkonen Finland and Professor Karen Offen, USA. The whole program can be found at the homepage qhist2005.utu.fi
Compiled by Christina Florin


                       SPAIN

NO REPORT THIS ISSUE 

SWITZERLAND

NO REPORT THIS ISSUE 
          TURKEY

NEWS

Domestic Violence has finally become one of the main focuses in regard to women’s issues in Turkey. There are several reasons for that. One is the concrete changes and revisions made in the Civil Law and the Penal Code. 

The shelters that exist in Turkey are widely utilized by abused women, indicating the necessity for such mechanisms. Sadly, several shelters have closed in past years due to lack of funding. In many regions there are no
shelters at all.

In March 2005, Amnesty International reported on its official website that despite the legal changes introduced in the new Turkish penal code, there is still a drastic shortage of shelters in Turkey - 13 shelters in a country with a population of approximately 70 million. Women’s organizations in Turkey are calling for the establishment of at least three shelters a year. The government needs to ensure that women have not just the right of access to shelters in law but also the real opportunity to benefit from them. This is an obligation that central and local authorities should work towards in cooperation with organizations that are experienced in working to protect women from violence.

Due to my postgraduate studies abroad, I have had to update myself from a distance and mostly online (except the monthly feminist journal Pazartesi), and cannot actually experience the tangible practices and effects of the laws. However, I know for sure that most feminist groups celebrated the legislation on women’s shelters in December 24 of 2004. This legislation obligates municipalities with a population of more than 50.000 inhabitants to establish shelters for women. Yet, according to the Amnesty International, Turkish government representatives have not been able to give any information about a long-term implementation plan for establishing women’s shelters. Governments have a responsibility to respect, protect and fulfill women’s rights; this includes ensuring there is a legal, administrative and policy framework in place.    

It will indeed be interesting to observe what  actions take place now that the legislation is in force. However, I am quite motivated by the fact that domestic violence is not a taboo issue any longer. It will most certainly be difficult to train people in general. Creating public awareness and training of professionals like doctors, nurses, lawyers, and the police who come across victims of violence in the course of their duties is extremely important.  It is also essential to keep in mind that legislation is not enough by itself to eradicate violence against women. The key is the full implementation of those laws. However, I’d like to end this issue’s report with an encouraging event that took place in Istanbul in May 14, 2005 with the hopes of creating this awareness. 

A group of women photographers (111 to be exact) organized an exhibition and auction to sell their prints to make a stand against violence against women. The money raised at the auction will immediately go to a pre-assigned independent active women group that provides legal and psychological support to victims of domestic violence.   

For more details you can visit their website: http://www.kadinlaricin.org/eng.html
With the hopes of more solitary and peace.

Compiled by Ozlem Ezer 
UNITED KINGDOM
ORGANIZATION

The Women’s History Network in the UK is thriving with a membership now approaching 350, some of whom are based overseas.

The international interest attracted by UK WHN was reflected in our 13th annual conference, held in September 2004, which welcomed more than 100 delegates, including many from overseas. Held in the historic port city of Kingston upon Hull, the conference was themed 'Women, Wealth and Power' and included a fascinating range of high quality papers and plenaries from Hilda Smith (University of Cincinnati) and Amy Erickson (Institute of Historical Research). 

UPCOMING CONFERENCE

Preparations are well underway for our 14th annual conference which is to be held at The Southampton Institute on September 2 -4 2005. This year's theme is 'Women, Art and Culture: Historical Perspectives' and will feature a broad range of papers on subjects including women and the visual arts, the Arts and Crafts Movement, women as art objects/images of women, the literary arts, the performing arts, and women as mediators of culture and as collectors and benefactors. Our plenary speakers this year are Frances Borzello on 'Women Artists: Self Portraits' and Marina Vaizey on '20th Century Women Collectors'. To find out more about conference 2005, or to book a place, please visit www.womenshistorynetwork.org or email 

Dr Anne Anderson: conference2005@womenshistorynetwork.org

As well as the national WHN, the UK's regional groups have been particularly active with local study days and conferences which often aim particularly to support postgraduate students and new scholars in women's history. The Northern Women's History Network was relaunched and has already a membership base of over 40 and has held study days at Leeds Metropolitan University and the University of York during 2005.

The WHN conference in Southampton in September 2005 will be the venue for the award of the first annual WHN Women's History Book Prize. This new prize will award £1000 for an author's first book which makes a significant contribution to women's history or gender history and is written in an accessible style that is rewarding to the general reader of history. The book must be written in English and be published the year prior to the award being made. We were particularly pleased with the quality of the books submitted in this first year and the first winner will be announced at Southampton.

The book prize is one of a number of inclusive initiatives that UK WHN hope will promote women's history to beyond a purely academic audience and encourage interest and  participation. We have an ongoing project group looking at ways to promote women's history in our schools and have plans to support local/individual projects in women's history.

Please visit our website at: www.womenshistorynetwork.org for up to date news about the activities and conferences of UK WHN, and details of other international conferences of interest to historians of women's or gender history.

Compiled by Claire Jones 


            UNITED STATES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Coordinating Council for Women in History has had a busy and exciting year.  The CCWH hosted many events at the 2005 American Historical Association Meeting.  The CCWH Luncheon featured a talk by Linda Kerber about women and the historical profession.  In addition, a reception honored the Journal of Women’s History, its editors, and members of its board of trustees.  CCWH also continued its tradition of sponsoring academic panels and a session that assists job seekers by holding mock interviews. Finally, the CCWH held its board meeting at the AHA  

The CCWH also played a prominent role at the Berkshire Conference on the History of Women in June 2005.  The CCWH Board met to discuss issues like mentoring, membership, and affiliate organizations.  The Coordinating Council for Women in History also participated in a roundtable, “Mentoring the Next Generation.”  Executive Director Jennifer Scanlon, Prelinger Award Chair Carol Gold, and former Graduate Student Representative Françoise Hamlin lent their experience and expertise to this important discussion.  Finally, the CCWH, along with the Western Association of Women Historians, held a graduate student tea. 

The CCWH Newsletter continues to feature informative articles by Rosa Maria Pegueros about affirmative action and by Carol Gold about mentoring.   Newsletter editor Karol K. Weaver and her Susquehanna University student assistant Jenn Siegenthaler also keep members up-to-date on the latest conferences and welcome calls for papers from international organizations (email weaverk@susqu.edu).   The CCWH Newsletter publishes two issues a year and is available at the organization’s web-site, www.theccwh.org.  Check it out!        

Compiled by Karol Weaver

WINGS: WOMEN’S INTERATIONAL NEWS GATHERING SERVICE

WINGS: Women’s International News Gathering Service

Box 95090, Kingsgate

Vancouver BC V5T 4T8, Canada

wings@wings.org    http://www.wings.org  

(604)876-6994   (1-866-78WINGS)

“Raising Women’s Voices Through Radio Worldwide”

May 28, 2005 

Dear Feminist Historian: 

Daily, women invent new ways of doing things, analyze current events, advocate for our communities and each other, and speak truth to power for the survival of the world. Yet rarely are strong and intelligent voices of women circulated in media, that invaluable substrate of historic documentation. That’s why WINGS was founded.  We are a network of women who record women’s voices, report on them, convince radio stations to open spaces for them, and fill those spaces with dynamic and interesting news, speeches, documentaries, interviews, and features – week after week, year after year.

Audio from the last two years of WINGS productions is now archived in streaming format on the web site of the University of South Florida Women’s Studies Department, and the latest programs can be heard there as they are released.  But we have more.  Much more.  More than a thousand produced programs over the course of twenty years; plus thousands more hours of archived audio from events, such as the 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing.

In the WINGS radio collection, you can hear the voices of Ghanaian women marching to support passage of a domestic violence bill; a government official from Sweden explaining their prostitution law; Australian aboriginal women organizing against nuclear waste dumping; Gertrude Mongella, the “Mama” of the Beijing women’s conference, in her new role as President of the Pan-African Congress;  Vandana Shiva’s stunning speech to World Women’s Congress for a Healthy Planet (1990);  testimony of “comfort women” in the Tribunal on Japan’s Wartime Sexual Slavery;  Noeleen Heyzer’s maiden speech as director of UNIFEM;  Andrea Dworkin leading a march to Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s house (1991);  Roberta Black Goat, Navaho elder, describing fence-cutting (1986); the voice and fiddle-playing of the late American environmentalist Judi Bari (broadcast after her posthumous victory in a lawsuit against the FBI, in 2001);  Cynthia Enloe’s talk Feminist Eyes on Abu Ghraib (NWSA, 2004);  The workers who took over the Brukman factory in Argentina (2001); an investigative report about the scarcity of female condoms (2005).  And that’s just a hint.

WINGS is working to preserve and re-catalogue this audio history and make it more available than ever for listening and for study – a task in which we are working against time before the old tapes deteriorate.  And, at the same time, we are making plans to continue, and to grow.  We therefore ask for your support in the following manner:

1. If your campus has a radio station, persuade them to make a place in their broadcast schedule for the WINGS weekly half-hour program.

2. Subscribe to WINGS for your university or departmental library.  And ask us about archival recordings in your subject area.

3. Donate audio from events you produce on your campus, for broadcast in WINGS.

4. Become a supporting member of WINGS with a one-time or annual gift.  These funds pay women radio producers in many countries for unique feminist coverage, and support subscriptions for feminist-friendly community radio in Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America.

5. Plan to attend (or host) a WINGS 20th anniversary celebratory gathering.  The first event is scheduled for Washington DC on November 4, 2005.  

Above all, please listen to the programs.  They are there for you, for all of us who are feminists, to inform and inspire us, as well as the generations of feminists to come.

In sisterhood,

Frieda Werden, co-founder and producer

WINGS: Women’s International News Gathering Service
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Prof. Dr. Bea Lundt 
Universität Flensburg 

Institut für Geschichte 

Auf dem Campus 1 

D- 24943 Flensburg 

Privat: 

Uhlandstr. 53 

D- 10719 Berlin 

lundt@uni-flensburg.de 

To: 

Prof. Dr. Felice Lifshitz 

Department of History 

Florida International University 

University Park (DM-397) 

Miami, Florida 33199 

USA 

lifshitz@fiu.edu 

Open letter within the contexts of feminist and medieval research 

Re: The myth of a dominating misogyny thesis within German-speaking gender research 

Dear Colleague, 

Without a lively international exchange of ideas, research today is unthinkable. But, there obviously are reception problems between German-speaking and American gender research in medieval studies that can be cleared out of the way. Until now, I have thought that the ignorance in America in regard to our work was to be attributed, above all, to language problems. But, it is obvious that the reason for this is also that incorrect notions concerning the basic premises of our work are in circulation. 

I refer to your article “Differences, (Dis)appearances and the Disruption of the Straight Telos: Medievalogy (`Mediävistik') as a History of Gender” in: Hans-Werner Goetz and Jörg Jarnut (eds.), Mediävistik im 21. Jahrhundert (Munich, 2003). Therein, you lament that the Middle Ages are considered by feminine German-speaking medievalists generally to be a misogynous period, and you set against this the idea “that the supposedly systemic misogyny of medieval Europe is an illusion” (p. 302 f.). You refer to Hedwig Röckelein as the only laudable exception in stating that “at least one `Lehrstuhlinhaberin' with a chance to have an impact believes that the most salutary development in the historiography of women's experiences has been precisely the recognition of historical change over time and place“ (p. 305). 

As far as your rejection of the thesis of the misogynous Middle Ages is concerned: I agree with you completely on this point, and I also have said this explicitly already in my first publications on medieval gender research in 1991: The commonplace of “misogyny” is unsuitable for doing justice to the variety of models of relationships between the sexes. The reckless, wholesale classification of entire literary genres as a tradition of misogynous texts leads to ignorance in regard to the evidence. In the years from 1989 to 1992, I organized several lecture series at the Ruhr University in Bochum. In the context of these lectures, approximately 30 women active in gender research presented the results of their work. Most of them were professors already at that time; since then, many of the others also have achieved the same status. The lectures were published in two volumes in 1991 and 1992. You yourself cite in your article a third volume published in 1997 that contains the results of a lecture series at the University of Bonn. Not one of them ever has supported the thesis of the misogynous Middle Ages. 

You cite no textual passages as evidence for your statement about German-speaking gender research in medieval studies. Rather, you provide a secondary citation, in a translated form. I believe that you have not been faithful here to your duty conscientiously to check such serious statements in a scholarly manner. Your statements correspond in no way to the facts and are liable to lead to a wholesale defamation of a very lively research activity conducted by women. May I just refer you to some women professors (along with the esteemed colleague Hedwig Röckelein, who contributed an article to the volume I edited in 1992) such as Gabi Signori, Heide Dienst, Christel Meier-Staubach, Ingrid Baumgärtner, Brigitte Kasten, Cordula Nolte, Ursula Liebertz-Grün, Daniela Müller, Ingrid Kasten, Ingrid Bennewitz, Ursula Peters, Friederike Hassauer, Gudrun Gleba, as well as Claudia Opitz, Claudia Ulbrich, Susanna Burghartz, Beatrix Bastl, Gudrun Gersmann, Rebekka Habermas, Ute Daniel, and, of course, Heide Wunder with their work on the Early Modern Period, and Silke Tammen, Daniela Hammer-Tugendhat in the field of art history, just to name a few. All of these colleagues publish in the German language, and not one of them advocates the tendency you have claimed. And this is to say nothing about the numerous women of the younger generation. To say nothing also of male colleagues who have produced varied, discriminating and important research on the worlds of the sexes in the Middle Ages. The tradition of gender research in the German-speaking sphere is, in any case, characterized by the fact that it grows out of internal departmental contexts. Within university medieval studies, we have learned to practice restraint in regard to irresponsible judgments. 

My wish is that a collaboration might develop among those women and men active in American and German-speaking gender research that is borne by an improved, active exchange of ideas, and does not simply repeat rampant prejudices. For, there is enough for us to do in our common struggle against them! 

On this note, I remain with best wishes 

Yours,

Bea Lundt 

(Prof. Dr. Bea Lundt)
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Newsletter Editor’s Note:





	Five years seems like yesterday.  This is my last issue as your newsletter editor. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the global community of historians of women. Without your reports, there would be no newsletter. And without your labors, the history of women and gender would be far less rich than it is today. 


	Indeed, ‘nation’ has become a newly contested term in the writing of women’s and gender history, as we seek global conversations and trace transnational circuits of production, consumption, reproduction, and, more concretely, people, ideas, germs, capital, and weapons. Just as women are coming together in conferences—from the World Social Forum to Beijing + to numerous regional meetings—to discuss the status of women, so we will come together in Sydney to consider the status of the historiography of women and gender. This opportunity can advance our networks, bringing new scholars and new country committees, into the IFRWH.  Let me point out that the CIHS has numerous sessions of interest, including the roundtable I put together for us on the  main program: Body Politics : The Politics of the Body �Convenor: � HYPERLINK "mailto:boris@womst.ucsb.edu" \t "" �Eileen Boris, USA��Discussant: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rosen@hum.ku.dk" \t "" �Bente Rosenbeck,  Denmark�


Thursday, 7 July 2005, 2:00 – 5:00�Matthews Theatre B      �� HYPERLINK "mailto:jcdg1@york.ac.uk" �Joanna de Groot, United Kingdom� (What Goes Around Comes Around: Veiling, Women’s Bodies, and ‘Orientalisms’ Past and Present)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:Marian.Quartly@arts.monash.edu.au" �Marian Quartly, Australia� (Male flesh ‘intended to be mutilated’; homoeroticism in Australian images of the First World War)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:tiina.kinnunen@joensuu.fi" �Tiina Kinnunen, Finland� (The Female Body as a Terrain for Struggle Over National Values: A Finnish Debate in Post-War Literature)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:Jackie.Armijo@zu.ac.ae" �Jacqueline M. Armijo-Hussein�, United Arab Emirates (Massacres, Memory, and Women's Bodies: How Chinese Muslims Explain their Survival)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:mbucur@indiana.edu" �Maria Bucur�, USA (Fallen Women and Necessary Evils: Cultural Representations of and Legal Battles over Prostitution in Twentieth Century Romania)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:ann.allen@louisville.edu" �Ann Allen, USA� (Feminism and Eugenics in Europe, 1890-1940)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:regina.wecker@unibas.ch" �Regina Wecker, Switzerland� (Eugenics and Genetics and the Politics of Gender)        �� HYPERLINK "mailto:sako@tezukayama-u.ac.jp" �Fusako Ogata, Japan� (The Personification of Fetuses in the US)


	 


I also would like to thank UCSB history graduate student Bianca Murillo for her assistance in putting this newsletter together.


In peace, Eileen Boris
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