Minutes of Business Meeting of the Council of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History on 10 August 2007 in Sofia, Bulgaria
Chair:  Professor Francisca de Haan, Vice-President of the IFRWH

Present:  

Akhtar, Shirin, Bangladesh

Bloch, Avital, Mexico

Bucur, Maria, USA/Romania

Carlier, Julie, Belgium

Cova, Anna, Portugal

Daskalova, Krassimira, Bulgaria (President)

De Haan, Francisca, Hungary (Vice-President)

Eichner, Carolyn, USA

Elgán, Elisabeth, Sweden

Fournaraki, Eleni, Greece

Frederickson, Mary, USA

Gotsi, Glafki, Greece

Greene, Ron, USA

Joiner, Megan, USA

Kinnunen, Tiina, Finland

Lengyelová, Tünde, Slovakia

Meikle, Maureen, UK

Mishra, Yuthika, India

Muravyeva, Marianna, Russia

Nicholson, Beryl, UK

Novikova, Natalia, Russia

O’Dowd, Mary, Ireland

Offen, Karen, USA
Purvis, June, UK (Treasurer)

Oksana, Kis, Ukraine

Pushkareva, Natalia, Russia

Raughter, Rosemary, Ireland

Silverstein, Jordy, Australia

Taeyoon, Ahn, Korea

Valiulis, Maryann, Ireland

Wright, Maureen, UK

Yion, Jung-Ran, Korea

Young-Joo, Paik, Korea

Young-Sun, Kim, Korea

Maria Bucur reported on the death of the Polish historian of women, Anna Zamowska. 
Report from the President

Professor Daskalova reported on the activities of the Federation since the conference in Sydney in 2005.  Firstly, she and her support team had spent a great deal of time preparing for the conference in Sofia.  Secondly, the Board agreed to collect documents from the office holders of the Federation since it started in 1987 in order to augment the federation’s archive based at the International Information Centre and Archives for the Women’s Movement in Amsterdam.  So far, only two people had responded to the call for documentation, Ida Blom and Karen Offen.  The president urged other office holders to follow their example.  The third aspect of the work of the board was the updating of contact information for national committees and the re-establishment of links with committees where contact had lapsed.  In particular, the president reported that she had re-established links with Italy, Austria and the Commission for Demographic History.  With the help of Karen Offen, the president had also made contact with women historians in Belgium.  

Report from the Treasurer

 Professor Purvis stressed the need to build up the financial resources of the  Federation.  She reported that there was currently a balance of £932.  In the Federation’s account.  The Federation received a small income from the royalties of  published conference proceedings and the sale of the special issue of the Women’s History Review.  It was important to build up a reserve that could be used to subsidise travel and other conference expenses.  

Professor Purvis proposed that the annual subscription of the national committees to the Federation be on a sliding scale from £5 to £50 sterling depending on the income and size of the committee.  This proposal was unanimously agreed by the meeting
Professor Purvis also noted that the Federation was always open to receiving additional income through individual donations.

There was some discussion about the possibility of permitting individual membership which would be a means of increasing the income of the federation.  It was agreed that this could be discussed again at the Amsterdam meeting in 20010.
Report on the Statutes of the Federation by the Vice-President
Professor De Haan reported that the Board intended to prepare some proposals for changes in the Federation’s statutes for the meeting in Amsterdam.  These proposals would be circulated in advance.

The President reported that one possible change could be to change the name of the Federation to the International Federation for Research in Women’s and Gender History.  She expressed the view that in Eastern Europe the current title could be perceived as being too radical and as excluding men. Karen Offen explained that the Federation had never excluded men from being members of national committees.  The main criteria for membership was that the participants be researchers of women’s or gender history.  It was agreed that this proposal was a major one and would require discussion and debate among the national committees before the Amsterdam meeting.  The President indicated that she would initiate an email discussion on the topic.

Updating the Federation

It was agreed that this topic had already been discussed under the President’s report..

New National Committees
Professor De Haan explained the duties of the national committees: to report on activities to the newsletter; to pay the annual fee to the Federation and send representatives to the business meetings held during the Federation’s conferences.

The President proposed the admission of three new national committees: Pakistan, Slovakia and Russia. In the case of the latter country it was agreed that this would be recorded as a renewal of the decision made at the business meeting in Belfast, 2003 as the Russian women historians had indicated their disquiet with the procedure followed on that occasion.  

The new committees were unanimously accepted by the meeting.

The President reported that the Greek and Latvian national committees were keen to renew their contact with the Federation.   She had also established contacts with Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine.

The IFRWH Conference, Amsterdam, 2010
The Vice-President, Professor De Haan reported that she would be responsible for the Amsterdam conference and requested that any suggestions for themes be sent to her.

Global Women’s History

The President noted that Professor Eileen Boris had proposed to the Board that it commission a Global Women’s History. The Board was in the process of exploring the possibilities of this proposal.
Nomination Committee

The President explained that the Board would begin the process of forming a nominations committee to identify members of the next Board, 2010-2015. The new Board would take office at the Amsterdam meeting.
CISH
Professor De Haan indicated that the next meeting of national representatives of CISH would be in Beijing in September 2007.  She urged everyone to contact their national representatives to ask them to support proposals for sessions on gender and women’s history at the Amsterdam conference.  Professor De Haan agreed to circulate the proposed list of themes to national committees.  When the themes are agreed in September, national committees should then encourage as many people as possible to propose papers relating to gender and women’s history.

Any Other Business

Dr Beryl Nicholson proposed the establishment of a network of women historians in the Balkan region.  She suggested that it might be possible through the proposed network to organise smaller meetings which might be cheaper and, therefore, more accessible to women historians in the area than the larger conferences of the Federation.  There was general agreement that the formation of the network would be a good idea.
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